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From L I e 


TO A 


FRIEND at ROME. 


7 November the 28th, 1738 · 


IS true, my Friend, 1 did wrong you, 


in not believing what you firſt told me 

of the Jeſuits having preſented to His 
Holineſs POPE CLEMENT XIII. that 
moſt artful Memorial, of which, fully to con- 


vince and ſatisfy me, you have ſince ſent me a faith- 


ful Copy. Bur ſtill my reliance on your equity is ſuch, 
that I flatter myſelf you have not condemned, as un- 
_ reaſonable, my unwillingneſs to give immediate cre- 


dit to a thing, which, if it did not appear incredible, 


ſeemed at leaſt ſtrange and ſurprizing.— The 
Petitioners, ſaid I to myſelf, in their Memorial to 


the Common FATH ER, either confeſs their guilt, 


and ſue for mercy; or they deny that guilt, and 
e s g : 2 demand 
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demand juſtice. To believe that che Jeſuits 

NR . ſhould plead guilty, and implore forgiveneſs, re- 

| + quired doing too great violence to my reaſon, and 
N 


flatly contradicted all that I had learnt from a care- 
ful reading of many Books, and from a long and 
intimate acquaintance with thoſe Fathers. For 


[cdcdhough I know full well all the quarrels and dif- 
| putes which they have had at different times with 
| ſeveral Courts of Europe, and for which they have 


been in danger of juſtly feeling the weight of the 
uplifted hand of angered Majeſty ; yet I do not 
*Þ find any one inſtance, in which the Jeſuits, in order 
1 to avoid the perils that threatened their Body, have 
ever humbly confeſſed their fault, and implored 
the Clemency of the offended Sovereigns. I will 
ſay more: the inſtances of their having done it 
are very rare, when even a ſmall number, or only 
one of them, has been in danger, after being ac- 
cuſed and convicted of enormous crimes. No, no, 
my Friend; the Maxims by which this Company 
was firſt framed, and by which it is ſtill governed, 
are not ſuch as inſpire humility and ſubmiſſion, 
but daring boldneſs, cunning, and the ambition of 
being looked upon as formidable to the Powers of 
the State and Church. Not being able, there- 
fore, to perſuade myſelf, that the Jeſuits, confeſ- 
ling and deteſting their Crime, ſhould recur to the 
Clemency of our King, through the mediation of 
8 the Pope; nothing remained, but that, either de- 
8 nying, or concealing their guilt, they ſhould ſeek 
j the protection of Juſtice.——But here again my 
reaſon was at a ſtand. For, ſaid I, howloever 
ſpecious their Memorial may appear at firſt ſight, 
how ſoever cautiouſly and artfully it may be penned, 
and with what ſeeming modeſty ſoever it may be 
_  glolſed over, and ſoftened by the moſt delicate ex- 
FE 2 preſſions; 
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preſſions; yet the ſpirit and ſubſtance of it cannot 
but be highly injurious to our Monarch, and to 

the Cardinal Viſitor, and mutt arraign their uncor- 
rupted juſtice. In ſhort, the purport of it can be 
no other than a kind of Appeal, to remove the 
Cauſe, in it's very firſt beginning, from this King - 
dom, to the Court of Rome, upon a ſuggeſtion, 
that the remonſtrances of our King to the Holy 
See are inſufficient, and that the proceedings of- 
the Cardinal, if they are not unjuſt, are ar leaſt 
ſuſpicious, and directed by prejudice and paſſion, 
rather than by zeal. And yet, continued I within 
myſelf, that the Jeſuits, ſo famous for their clear fore- 
ſight and deep penetration, ſhould take ſuch a ſtep 
as this, is what I cannot believe. They never can 
be ſo weak, ſo imprudent, or fo raſh, as to attempt 
to caſt a reflection upon our King, or to offer ſuch an 
indignity to the Cardinal of Saldanha, in order to 
blow up, between the two Courts, a fire by which 
they themſelves muſt in the end be ſcorched. —Such 
was my reaſoning; and I thought it juſt. But 
I find my miſtake, now that I ſee with my own _ 
eyes the Copy of their Memorial, the reading of 
which has filled me with aſtoniſhment at their aſ- 
| ſurance. Nor can I conceive how they could either 
write it, or preſent it, without being ſtopt by a 
crowd of reflections and facts, which muſt have 
ſtared them in the face, as they now do me, upon 
my giving it only a ſecond peruſal. Beſides, many 
conſiderations ought to have occurred to them, 
more than to me; they being real Actors, intereſt- 
ed in this tragedy; I, only an impartial Spectator 
of it. | 


* 


But you will aſk me, what are the Reflections 
which {truck me thus upon reading their Memo- 


FFF 
rial ?o—You know that I am not apt to be either 
difficult, or myſterious, with you.! will there- 
fore tell you them fairly, and without prejudice or 
paſſion : in which temper I am confident they will 
alſo be received by you. But firſt let me tran- 
ſcribe the Memorial literally, that you may judge 
how far my Reflections are founded upon the very 
words of it. 1 | 
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Preſented by the Father General of che 
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The 3iſt of rr, 1758. 
To His Bains” 


POPE CLEMENT XII. 


« MosT BLESSED FATHER, | 


HE General of the Company of 
2 Jeſus, proſtrated at your Hol Ix ESS“ 
feet, humbly repreſents the extreme 
i diſtreſs and detriment which his Or- 
der ſuffers from the well-known oc- 
currences in Portugal. By i . very hein- 
ous crimes to the Religious of his Order dwell- 
ing in the Dominions of His Moſt Faithful 
«© Majeſty, a Brief was obtained from Bene- 
dict XIV. of holy PTS appointing the 
B 


3 Lord 


* 
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« Lord Cardinal of Saldanha Viſitor and Refor- 
* mer, and veſting him with full powers to that 
<« effect: which Brief was not only printed and 
ce publiſhed in Portugal, but alſo reprinted all over 
Italy. In virtue of this Brief, his Eminence the 
* Viſitor publiſhed an Edict, in which he declared 
all the Religious of this Order, univerſally 
e guilty of merchandizing. Beſides this, the 
« Lord Cardinal Patriarch, notwithſtanding the 
< Conſtitution Superna of Clement X. which for- 
* bids Biſhops, inconſulta ſede Apoſtolici, (without 
& conſulting the Holy See), to take _ from a whole 
* Religious Community the power of confeſſing, did 
< ſuſpend from confeſſing, and from preaching, all 
* the Religious of this Company, not only in his 
© Dioceſs of Liſbon, but throughout his whole Pa- 
<« triarchate ; not notifying this ſuſpenſion to them 
% perſonally, but cauſing the Edict thereof to be 
„ ſuddenly poſted up in all the Churches of Liſ- 
* bon: of which things the General has in his 
£ poſſeſſion authentic proofs. 


1 The Religious of Portugal have ſuffered theſe, 
to them moſt grievous proceedings, with that 
& humble ſubmiſſion which they oughr. They are 
<« fully perſuaded of the upright intention of His 
« Moſt Faithful Majeſty, of his Miniſters, and of 
& the above-mentioned moſt Eminent Cardinals. 
But ſtill they fear, that They have been preju- 
dee e them by the artifices of ſome evil- 
minded perſon; as they are not conſcious of hav- 
> _* ing been guilty of ſuch atrocious crimes : and 
«© eſpecially as not one of them has been ſummoned 
* to appear in perſon, | they have had no room 
either to clear or to defend themſelves, 
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the beſt of their poor abilities, the honour of 
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5 And even af ſome have been guilty of the 


ſuppoſed atrocious crimes, they hope that ſo great 


a guilt is not common to all, nor to the major 
part of them; though they find themſelves all 
comprehended in the ſame puniſhment. And 


laſtly, even though all the Religious in the Do- 


minions of His Moſt Faithful Majeſty, ſhould, 
from the firſt of them to the laſt, have been-- 
guilty, which can hardly be ſuppoſed ; yet the 
much greater number of thoſe who labour in 
every other part of- the world, to promote, to 


God, and the ſalvation of Souls, beg to be 
looked upon with an eye of kindneſs. Both the 
diſcredit and the injury extend to the whole Or- 
der; though they not only abhor the crimes 
which are imputed to the Fathers in Portugal, 
and ſingularly every thing that can poſſibly of- 


fend their Superiors, whether Eccleſiaſtical or 
Civil; but even wiſh, and endeavour as much 
* as in them lies, to be free from thoſe failings 


alſo to which the condition of man, and eſpe- _ 
cially the multitude is ſubject. =; 


© The Superiors of this Order, as appears from 
the Regiſters of the Letters written and received 
by them, have always inſiſted upon the ſtricteſt 
and moſt regular obſervance” of their rules, as 


well by all their Religious, as by thoſe of the 


Provinces of Portugal; and though they have 


been informed of other faults, they have not - 


had any knowledge of the crimes which are im- 
puted to theſe laſt ; nor have they been previoully 


warned, and called upon, to provide a remedy 


as 7 . 2 — 
againſt them. 5 1 
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e And fince they have found, that theſe Fathers 
have incurred the diſpleaſure of His Moſt Faith- 
ful Majeſty, they have laboured under the great- 
eſt concern; they have prayed, that a particular 


account, both of the crimes, and of the crimiQ- 


nals, might be communicated.to them; the 

have offered to give His Majeſty all due ſatis- 
faction; to puniſh the delinquents according to 
their deſerts; and to ſend from abroad the fitteſt 


and moſt worthy Members of their Order, to be 


Viſitors, and to reform the abuſes which 154 
have crept in: but the humble prayers and of- 


fers of the Superiors have not been deemed wor- 


thy to be heard, | | | 


Moreover, it was greatly feared, - left this viſi- 


tation, inſtead of producing an uſeful Reforma- 


tion, might create unneceſſary diſturbances. 
This was more particularly apprehended with re- 


ſpect to foreign countries, of which his Eminence 


of Saldanha has the cate, and to which he has 


the power of ſending Delegates. The greateſt 
confidence is placed in the faid moſt Eminent 


Cardinal, whenever he acts in his own perſon : 


but it appears, that there is reaſon to apprehend, 


that perſons may happen to be Delegares, who 


either are not well acquainted with the Inſtitutions 
of the Regulars, or not well intentioned, which 


may occaſion much m:{chief. For theſe cauſes, the 


General of the Company of Jeſus, in the name of 


his whole Order, with humble and inſtant prayers 
implores the Authority of Your HorLiwess, 


that you will vouchſafe to direct ſuch means as 


Your high Wiſdom ſhall ſuggeſt, for the relief 
of thoſe who are nor guilty, and who are able to 


** juſtify 


— 
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& juſtify their actions; for the juſt and uſeful 
« amendment of | ſuch as may be guilty; and, 
above all, for the reputation of the whole Or- 
© der; that it may not be rendered incapable of 
«© of promoting the Service of God, and the Sal- 
«, vation of Souls: of ſerving the ſacred See; and 
* of ſeconding the pious zeal of Your HoLinezss; 
„ upon whom, both the aforeſaid General, and his 
+ whole Order, will ever beſeech the Almighty to 
pour down all his heavenly bleſſings through a 
“long courſe of years, to the emolument and pro- 
“ ſperity of the univerſal Church.” _ 1 


REFLECTION I. 


The General of the Company of Feſus repreſents the ex- 
treme diftreſs and detriment which his Order ſuffers 
from the well-known occurrences in Portugal. By 


imputing very heinous crimes to the Religious of 
bis Order. . t 2 


% 
> 


FO zmpute a crime to any one, in the obvious 

and common meaning of the word, is the 
ſame as charging him unjuſtly with guilt, changing 
a ſuſpicion into a certainty, and rendering culpable 
a perſon who is innocent, or at leaſt not yet con- 
victed. But what! Is the queſtion here about any 
illicit deſire, any error born and buried in the heart, 
which God alone can judge; or is it about crimes 
that have been proved, publickly proved, and ma- 
nifeſted to a demonſtration by indiſputable evi- 
dence? Original and authentic Books of Trade and 

Accounts, 


10 ] F 
Accounts, are not like the Books of the Sibyls, 
either · taken for granted without being ſeen, or ſeen 
without being read, or read without being under- 
ſtood. Thoſe which teſtify the immenſe and in- 
famous traffic of the Jeſuits are ſtil] in being, are 
ſtill witneſſes againſt them, ready to ſhew the ſur- 
priſing abilities of theſe trading Fathers. Their 
Magazines are not like the inchanted buildings of 
Arioſto, only the ſportive invention of the Poet's 
fancy; but they actually exiſt, are actually to be 
ſeen, crammed with all ſorts of merchandiſe: inſo- 
much that, throughout all the dominions of Portu- 
gal, nor to ſpeak of other places which do not be- 
long to us, the 9 are as well acquainted with 
the Ware-houſes of the Jeſuits, as they are with 
their Churches. — Their violences, oppreſſions, uſur- 
pations,and infidelity towardstheir Sovereign, are not 
vague rumours, propagated by unknown authors, 
and magnified by falſe reports ; but they are real 
facts, authenticated by the grief, remonſtrances, 
and tears of the people, of his Majeſty's Mini- 
ſters, of the Miſſionaries, and of the Biſhops, all 
whoſe cries, increaſing daily, will at laſt ſurmount 
the obſtacles which have hitherto been laid in their 
way, to prevent their reaching the Throne. Will 
any one, after this, dare to ſay, that the crimes 
with which the Jeſuits are charged, are only impu- 
ted to them? ode | K 
Let us go farther, and conſider who it is that 
imputes to them very heinous crimes. It is the King 
of Portugal; who made his remonſtrances to 
that effect to the late Pope Benedict XIV. as every 


one knows, and as that Pope himſelf teſtifies in his 


Brief. He then muſt paſs for the Author of the 
calumnies and impoſtures. It is in vain to attempt 
to lay the blame upon His Miniſters, by repreſenting 
them as enemies to the Jeſuits, For the Portugueſe 

| 1 Know, 
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5 know, and all Europe knows, that the King, tho 
poſſeſſed of multitudes of proofs againſt thoſe Fa- 


thers, took great time to conſider what he was about 
to do, and did not lay his complaints before the 
Holy See, till after he had maturely examined the 
facts and reaſons, and ſcrupulouſly weighed them 
in the ſtrict ſcale of juſtice. If, therefore, the Je- 
ſuits will ſtill complain, and fay, that they are in- 
Jured, becauſe very heinous crimes are imputed to 


| them; they throw the blame directly upon the 


King, and charge him with either malice, weak- 
neſs, or too great credulity. But how can they, 
without doing the King the greateſt wrong, with, 
out knowing in their conſciences that they do fo, ſay, 
that he bears them malice, or that he is too ready 


to believe reports againſt them; when they know _ 
full well, that he prided himſelf on being the Friend 


and Protector of their Company, in imitation of his 
venerated Predeceſſors, to whom the Jeſuits owe 
their firſt fortune, and the very foundarion of their 
oreatneſs. They invited the Jefuits into their King- 


dom, ſettled them in all their Dominiohs, enriched 


them with revenues, opened them the way, and am- 
ply furniſhed them with the means, to introduce 
themſelves into other Countries, into which they 
wanted to penetrate z whether out of views of in- 


_ tereſt, or out of zeal, I know not: they admitted 


them into their own palaces, and, which is more, 


_ truſted their conſciences in their hands. And what 


proofs of affection did the Jeſuits not receive from 


the Monarchs of Portugal, in that perplexed affair 


of theirs concerning the Chineſe and Malabar Rites ? 
Thoſe Monarchs have always been ready to protect, 
defend, and ſupport them, with ſuch warmth, that 


Benedict XIV. could not help exclaiming, O, ibe 


Monarchs of Portugal will have a moſt ſevere account 
to render unto God for the tos great protection they baue 


granted © 


* 
| [ 12] 
granted to the Jeſuits, who, relying thereon, ſcandalouſly 
bid defiance to the Conſtitutions and Bulls of the Apoſtolic 
See. This was ſpeaking like a great man, as that 
Pontif really was, like a Pope and Head of the 
Church :- nor would a ſimilar admonition have been 
improperly beſtowed upon many of the Sacred Col- 
lege, and of the Roman Prelacy.——But let us re- 
turn to our Mott Excellent King, who, continuing 
the ſeries of his good offices towards the Jeſuits, 
truſted to them the conduct of his foul, and foſtered 
them in his Royal Seat ; till at length, ſeeing with 
certainty, and diſcovering, to his extreme aſtoniſh- 
ment, that they were bad men, and teachers of cor- 
rupt Morals, he withdrew himſelf from under their 
direction, and turned them out of his palace, But 
what ſtruggles did it not coſt him within his own 
breaſt, before he could prevail upon himſelf to take 
this ſtep ? How difficult did he find it, to reſtrain 
and conquer that deep rooted affection for their So- 
ciety, which he had cheriſhed from his moſt tender 
years? that affection, by abuſing which, the Je- 
ſuits were emboldened to go ſuch daring lengths, 
inſomuch as, for a long time, to repreſent to the 
Sovereign, as impoſtors, the Biſhops, Miſſionaries, 
and even his own Miniſters, if they did but offer 
to complain of them; tho? their complaints did 
ſometimes reach the Royal ear. That affection for 
their Society, together with the natural reſpect of 
the Sovereigns of Portugal for the Holy See, was 
{till the cauſe, that our King, tho' fully convinced 
of the heinous crimes of the Jeſuits, did not exert 
his own Royal Prerogative to puniſh them, but, 
with a moſt exemplary moderation, applied to the 
Sovereign Pontif, deſiring him to ſtop the torrent 
of ſo many evils and diſorders, and, it poſſible, to 
heal, by his paternal care, rhe deplorable wounds 
of the Company of Jeſus. Doubtleſs he then re- 
| membered 


Lal 
membered the noble reſolutions formerly taken by 
Henry IV. in France, and the Venetians in Italy : 

but even thoſe examples, ſtrong and perſuaſive as 
they were, had but little effect upon his Royal heart, 
prepoſſeſſed with tenderneſs and compaſſion for the 
Jeſuits, and veneration for the Roman Pontifs. 
So far is this moſt clement King from deſerving 
the leaſt ſuſpicion of malice againſt the Jeſuits, or 
of being too credulous to their prejudice. : 


REFLECTION II. 
4 Brief Was obtained from Benedift XIV. of holy 


Memory, appointing the Lord Cardinal of Saldanba 
Viſitor and Reformer, and veſting him with full 


powers to that effect. 


know that the authority, and the name of 
Viſitor and Reformer, granted to the Cardinal of 
Saldanha, wounded very deeply the delicacy of the - 
Jeſuits; that they looked upon it as a ſignal af- 
front; and that all of them complained bitterly of 
it. To make the Company of Jeſus appear as if 
it wanted a Viſitation or a Reformation! What 
blaſphemy ? Do you not know, my Friend, that 
the Company is a Congregation of perſons predeſ- 
tinated, and incapable of ſinning? Do you not 
know, that their habit has the virtue and privilege 
of entirely extinguiſhing concupiſcence ? If you 
doubt it, aſk thoſe ſimple and innocent boys, which 
the Jeſuits bring up in their College, and piouſly 

inveigle into their immaculate Company. They 
| 1 5 „ 


I . 
will afſure you, that their Directors tell them ſo. 
Is not this, my Friend, a moſt ſingular privilege ? 


And yet we laugh at it, and are ſcandalized, that {| 


the Jeſuits, amidſt ſo many great and manifeſt diſ- 
orders of their Company, ſhould pretend to deli- 
cacy, and be offended at thoſe who think they ſtand 
in need of a Viſitation and Reformation. The 
very Church of Chrift itſelf, which, by its eſſence, 
is holy and immaculate, has not been aſhamed to _ 
acknowledge and confeſs, ſeveral times, and laſtly 
in the ſacred Council of Trent, that the morals and 
behaviour of her members ſtood in need of a Re- 
formation; well knowing, that, in the field of the 
Goſpel, ſome tares will be mixed with the good 
grain; and that in the flock of Chriſt, goats will 


creep in among the Sheep. But the Company has 


privileges, which Chriſt has not granted to his 
Spouſe the Church. Read a certain Jeſuitical book, 
intitled, a Pilture of the firſt Age of the Company 
of Jeſus, in which this Society ſets itſelf up for 
a Congregation of Angels, of new Apoſtles, of new 
Samſons, full of the Spirit of the Lord, and for the 
moſt perfect of all Orders. There too you will find 
that they have the gifts of. infallibility, and impeccu- 
-bility, and every other that can be ſuppoſed or 
thought of. It is this new ſpirit of humility which 
Tenders the word Reformation ſo very odious to 
the Jeſuits, whilſt it ſounds delightfully to the ears 
of the Church. Do you know from whence ariſes 
this different of ſentiments between the Church and 
the Company ? 1 will tell you. The Church, tho? 
immoveably fixed, and regulated by an invariable 
-holineſs of doctrine, ſoon knew what were diſor- 
ders and abuſes, and condemned them as ſuch ; by 

no means approving, or diſſembling her diſlike, 
that her Sons ſhould be led aſtray by the practice 
of a looſe Morality, contrary to the precepts and 
| | i inſtruc- 
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inſtructions of their Mother, Fhe Company, on 
the contrary, has founded its regulations and con- 
duct on nothing but wicked and corrupt maxims; 
and therefore the corruption of the Sons is always 
conformable to the wicked precepts of their Mo- 
ther. From hence it follows, that whenever any 
ſtep is taken towards reproving or condemning the 
ſentiments or actions of any one of its Members, 
the whole united body riſe up at once in his defence, 


and, all together, roar out againſt the zealous cen- 


ſors, like ſo many wounded lions. O if thoſe few 
honeſt well meaning Jeſuits, who, like true lovers 
of the real good of their Company, ſaw the neceſ- 
ſity of, and ardently wiſhed for a Reformation, 

could look out of their graves, and fee the Brief 
of Benedict XIV. for the Reformation of the Je- 
ſuits, if not over all the world, at leaſt in the Do- 
minions of our Monarch, how would they be te- 

Joiced ! What thanks would they not return the 
Pope, the King, and the Cardinal of Saldanha! I 
ſpeak of an Inchofer, a Fioravanti, a General Gon- 
zalez; the two firſt of which petitioned the Popes 
for a Reformation of their Order, and the third fol- 
licited it with all his power, as the uncorrupted head 
of a vitiated body. I ſpeak of a St. Francis Borgia, 
an Acquaviva, a Vitelleſchi, all Generals of the Or- 
der, who lamented the abominations and corrup- 
tions of their Society. I do not tranſeribe the par- 
ticulars of their complaints, becauſe they are al- 


ready well known. But I cannot help mentioning 


the words of a Jeſuit, who, after having lived in 
the common inexcuſable blindneſs of the Company, 
till he was very old, at length was ſeized with re- 
morſe, and opened his eyes. This was the celebrat- 
ed John Mariana, author of a Treatiſe concern- 


ing the Exchanges and Money of Spain, for which 


he was impriſoned ; and of another ſtill more remark- 
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able work, intitled, de Rege, & Regis inſtitutione, 
which was condemned to be burnt, by order of the 
Sorbonne and of the Parliament of Paris. This 
venerable old man, in his book De morbis Societatis, 
eorumqut caufis & remediis *, written after he had ſeen 
the errors of his Society, ſays , Verum quod in me eft, 
quo propius ingraveſcente ætate, (he died at the age 
of 87), ad extremum judicium accedo, & certius aſ- 
ſevero, Societatem noſtram, quae ex Deo dubio procul 
eſt, in præceps ruere, ac brevi etiam caſuram omnino, 
niſi Deus ipſe det opem, ejuſque filii pro ſua in matrem 
pietate, præſens auxilium afferant, & ad vivas uſque 
partes circumcidant, fi ita opus, ne ultra peſtis incedat. 
What can the Father General ſay to this? A Jeſuit, 
inamoured of his Company, and ſo far advanced 
in years that he had no longer any thing to hope, 
or to fear, from his Order, by the ſole light of the 
Divine judgment, to which he knew he was draw- 
ing near, ſaw the indiſpenſible neceſſity of a Re- 
formation, and warned his Brethren of it, with 
an Evangelic liberty. Will it be ſaid, that this 
man too was prejudiced againſt the Society, that 
he bore it malice, and was an enemy to it? For 
ſuch is the light in which the Jeſuits endeavour to 
. repreſent even the holieſt and beſt of men, when- 
ever they diſcover, and find fault with their diſ- 
orders. 25 5 


* 


Of the Diſeaſes of the Society, and their Cauſes and 
Remedies. 5 „„ | 
+ But for my part, the nearer I draw towards the laſt judg- 
ment, by the number of my years; the more certainly I aflert, 
that our Society, which doubtleſs proceeds from God, tends 
- towards it's ruin, and will ſoon be entirely deſtroyed, if God 
| himſelf does not affiſt it, and if it's ſons, out of pity to their 
mother, do not apply an immediate remedy, and, if it be ne- 
Ss cut even to the quick, leſt the contagion ſhould ſpread 
farther. f e e 


RE FL EC 


3 V 


5 ® 5 
1 


— 


7 * * * bd 
1 3 : 
* * 2 — _» 4 * 4 4 
; - ; — 3 ea EE Le - 
* p 4 — 1 5 I S g 4 * 1 *. * 5 6.4 oo” 3 4 
oy *> ; DO " 4 * 5 
3 : N 0 : 1 KK @; +. 
8 . ? #4 ” l / * 
4 ff $i * + 
8 ö 8 
: * ä 9 * Poe 1 * 
; : ö N 9 


Which Brief was not only printed and publiſhed in 
Portugal, but alſo reprinted all over Italy.” 


T\HE Jeſuits complain of the publication of 
this Brief, which our Court would never 


have thought of, if they themſelves had not ren- 


dered it neceſſary. - Who made them, after the 
Brief was publiſhed, invent, write, and propagate, 
ſo many idle ſtories and impoſtures, to prejudice 
and gain over the Public, by repreſenting as falſe, 
things that were moſt true, without the leaſt re- 


ſpect for the firſt mover of the whole ? Who made 


them ſet on foot the like cabals, not only in Por- 
tugal, but throughout all Europe? This made it 
neceſſary to diſperſe all over Europe the printed 


Copies of which they complain, that the ſim- 


ple might not be impoſed upon by lies. Could 
they think to treat the Court of Portugal as they 


did Father Norbert, and the celebrated Father 


Berti, againſt whom they not only ſcattered 
abroad a thouſand infamous calumnies, in words, 
in writing, and in print; but alſo found means, 


by their intrigues, © to hinder them from juſti- 


fying themſelves, and from printing their defen- 
ces? They may reſt ſatisfied, that our Court 
will never bear with any ſuch inſolence as they were 


guilty of towards the Imperial Council, on occaſion 


of the famous Edict of the Emperor Ferdinand II. 
in 1699. It may not be amiſs to relate that affair 
in few words, out of juſtice to the matchleſs inte- 
grity of the Jeſuits, and their inimitable dexterity at 


forming cabals and intrigues, to promote their own 


{ordid intereſts, That juſt Prince, after gaining 
Sg great 
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great advantages over the Proteſtants of his Da- 
minions, decreed, with the advice of his Council, 
that the Abbeys which thereby returned back into 
the hands of the Catholics, ſhould be -reftored to 


the Monks to whom they firſt belonged, agreeable 


to their foundations. Theſe were Benedictins, 
Ciſtercians, &c. The Imperial Edict was highly 
approved of and applauded by the Pope, who 
thereupon addreſſed a Brief to the Emperor, thank- 
ing him. for what he had done, and commending 
his piety and juſtice. | But neither the Edict, not 
the Brief, pleaſed the Jeſuits. The Abbeys were 
fat, and therefore well worth their trying every 
means to get poſſeſſion of them. Father Lamor- 


man, who was F erdinand's Confeſſor, ſoon formed 


a cabal, by the perſuaſions of which the Emperor 
was prevailed upon to ſubſtitute the Company of 


Jeſus in the room of the other Monks. The ma- 


chinations of the Jeſuits were detected, and the 


Imperial Council ordered the firſt Edict to be ob- 
ſerved, as being, in every point, agreeable to the 


laws of Nature and of Men. Judge whether the 
Jeſuits would quietly ſuffer ſo fine a morſel to be 
ſnatched out of their mouths. Finding all their 
impoſtures defeated, they fell, tooth and nail, upon 
the Edict itſelf, They ' publiſhed writings taxing 
it with falſhood, and with being contrary. to the 
holy Canons, and the immunities of the Church. 
Not content with this, they accuſed the Emperor 
himſelf of having exceeded the limits of his power, 

in reſtoring the Ro to the Monks to whom they 
had firſt belonged. Then they attacked the Mem- 

bers of the Imperial Council, and thoſe very men, 
who, whilſt they favoured the Jeſuits, were juſt, 
pious; prudent, and full of zeal for the welfare of 


Religion, were now, at once, in their mouths, un- 
_ juſt, enemies to che Holy See, and infected with 


hereſy. Such was the language of the Venerable 
Religious of the Company, ſuch the burden of 
their Songs, in ſeveral books which they printed 
off with great expedition. Would you have more? 
This Cauſe, which had no other ſource than their 
inſatiable avarice, was, according to them, a cauſe 
inſpired by their zeal for the Holy See and the 
Church : and Father Layman, who publiſhed ſe- 
veral books on this occaſion, was not aſhamed to 
intitle one of them, A juſt Defence of 2 © gf 
Pope, of the moſt Auguſt Ceſar, of the Cardinals of 
* Holy 4 5 7 of -the 51 va Princes, and 
others, and alſo of the very ſmall Company of Feſus. 
What impudence | This war laſted jen fo Me 
ears, and during the courſe of the litigation, the 

| Teſuirs poſſeſſed themſelves of ſeveral Abbeys, by 
down right violence, . beating and ing ON the 
Religious who had taken ſhelter in their Churches, 
and were there imploring the aſſiſtance of Heaven 
and of Earth. However, Juſtice at leaſt triumph- 
ed over iniquity, and would have overwhelmed it. 
with confuſion, if it had been ſuſceptible of ſhame, 


But to return to our ſubject. His Maſt Faithful 
Majeſty had no need to publiſh Edicts, in order 
to reſtrain the uſurpations, violences, and illicit 
| commerce of the . Jeſuits. The law of Nations, 
and the holy Canons ſpoke ſufficiently againſt them. 
But as their voices were not heard, the King, out 
of an act of reſpect, deſired the Pope to end ſome 
one to viſit and reform the Jeſuits in his Domini- 
ons. His Holineſs, like a good Father, and a 
quick diſcerner of truth from falſhood, ſaw the 
neceſſity of the demand, and by his Brief appoint- 
ed the Cardinal of Saldanha, a man of univerſally 
known integrity, Viſitor and Reformer of the 
Company, with all due powers to that effect. By 
TP e pw, 
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virtue of his Commiſſion and authority, this Car- 
dinal made ſome Edicts of Reformation with re- 
ſpect to the illicit Trade which the Jeſuits carried 
on, to the great detriment of his Mijeſty's King- 
dom: and both the remonſtrances of the King, 
which contained a ſmall part of the heinous. crimes 
imputed to the Company, the Pope's Brief, and the 
Cardina]'s Edicts in conſequence thereof, were 
printed and publiſhed in different parts of Europe. 


We now wait to ſee what ſteps the Jeſuits will 
take, and what engines they will ſet to work, to 
prevent the Reformation. Perhaps they will fay, 
that the King and his Miniſters have exceeded the 
limits of their power, as they ſaid of the Emperor 
Ferdinand. But the King has not publiſhed any 
Edict: he has only had recourſe to the Apoſtolic 
See; and all that has been done hitherto being only 
the conſequence of the Pope's Brief, the Reverend 
Fathers, this time, cannot plead their zeal, or 
their extraordinary devotion fbr the Church; nor 
have they room to publiſh 4 juſt Defence of the moſt 
Holy Pope, of the Cardinals, Biſhops, &c, ' © 


Would you, my Friend, have me open my heart 
to you without reſerve ? I do not believe, that theſe 
moſt religious Fathers will now forget, or depart 
from, their fo often boaſted veneration for the Ro- 
man Pontifs, as they have done upon ſeveral other 
occaſions, when they have found it turn to their 
account; but I expect, that they will attack the 
Papal Brief, and have no zeal left, but for the moſt 
Eminent Cardinals, if they retain even that. You 
know, not to mention ſeveral other Popes, in what 
manner they treated Clement VIII. while he was 
yet living. Do not imagine that I ſpeak by mere 
conjecture. What 1 fay is founded on the princi- 
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piles of their Syſtem, on paſt facts, and on ſome 
ſparks of fire which they have already kindled. A 
Writing, publiſhed at Rome, has already appeared 
here, attempting to deſtroy the authority and 
force of the Brief. You muſt have heard of it, 
and probably have read their equally impertinent 
and ridiculous allegations. The Author of it is 
ſaid to be the very fame perſon, who, with an un- 
heard of impudence, had the aſſurance to publiſh 
at Rome that other well known writing, in which 
the famous Enciclica of Benedict XIV. upon the 
diſputes between the Clergy and the Parliament of 
France, is ſo furiouſly attacked and horribly abu- 
ſed. But of this we may know more by and bye. 
I fay nothing of the bitter calumnies which I ex- 


pect from them, againſt the King's Miniſters, and 


ths Cardinal of Saldanha, becauſe ſome of them 
are already hawked about the ſtreets, 


Some body will perhaps ſay, that the falſities 
and defamatory libels do not come from the Jeſuits, 
but from other perſons who wiſh them well. 1 
know not who can ſay this: but Iam ſure it would 
be difficult to find a man who can believe that the 

Jeſuits ſit ſtill under theſe circumſtances, and that 
their devotees undertake to fight their battles for 
them. To rail at and revile in every ſhape who- 
ever oppoſes them, is ſo old a cuſtom of the Je- _ 
ſuits, that I could produce thouſands of examples 
to prove it, It is not I who aſſert this, but their 
Father General Muzio Vitelleſchi, who, in his firſt 
Epiſtle de Oratione ad Patres & Frates Societatis, 
lays: * Ne, queſo, nobis, Patres, Frateſque blandia- 

N C 3 | mur: 
* My Fathers and Brethren, I beſeech you, let us not flat- 
ter ourſelves. In this matter, not a ſew ſtand in need of a 


ae, curb. They ſpare no one, and act with too mach 
iberty and licentiouſneſs. 
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mur: non pauci hoc in genere valido fræns egent. 
Nemini parcunt, nimia agunt_ libertate, & licentid. 
What think you of it, my Friend? I would have 
perſuaded people, here, at Liſbon, that theſe im- 
poſtures could not come from the Jeſuits; becauſe. 
they are not ſo imprudent as to ſpeak ill of the 
Miniſters of State, the Cardinals, the King, and 
the Pope. But Father Muzio ſtopt my mouth 
with his nemini parcunt, they ſpare no one. I would 
alſo have ſaid, that 1 did not believe the Jeſuits, 
capable of ſinning againſt juſtice and charity; but 
Father Muzio aflures me, that they are very ca- 
pable of it. * Non fine gravi charitatis, jufitieque. 
interdum injuria, dum aliena, ſeu difta, ſeu fatia au- 
gent, modo citroque renuntiant :- nunc in deteriorem 
partem accipiunt: ad motus animi, * conſilia Deo 
reſervata dijudicanda progrediuntur; haud ſcio an di- 
cendum fit, res neque geſtas unquam, neque per ſomnium. 
quidem oblatas comminiſcuntur, & jafiant, More 
cannot be ſaid. This is a true ſummary of the 
expreſſions uſed by the Jeſuits all over. Europe, 
upon the appearance of the Brief for the Reforma- 
tion of their Order, I would have added, that 
though what was reported concerning the calum- 
nies propagated here, ſhould be true; it could not 
be believed of the Jeſuits in your Country, in 
France, in Spain, &c. But upon reading Father 
Muzio a little farther, I found theſe words: + Hoc 
Te a 08 0 On 
It is not without grievouſly wounding charity and juſtice, 
that they add to the words and actions of others, and go about 
publiſhing them every where, under the worſt conſtruction. 
They proceed even to the emotions of the heart, and to the 
thoughts of men, which none but God can judge: nor am I 
ſure whether it. may not be ſaid, that they relate and publiſh 
things never done, nor even ſo much as dreamt off. 


- 


+ We all lament, that this vice ſpreads in the Seciety much : 
more than it ougbt. 1 ® Ak 
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vitium latius, quam opus efſet, ferpere per deen 
deploramits * This paſlate, I I confeſs, filed 
me too with We | 
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By ne of this Brief, bis Eater tbe 1 77 tor pub⸗ : 
liſbed an Edilt, in which be declared all the Religi- 
ous of this Order OY guilty of 5 


ing. 


T E RE I cannot conceive lis a  moſt-impor- | 
ant circumſtance could eſcape the memory 
of the Father General, the omitting of which 
leaves room to think that the Lord Cardinal Viſi- 
tor declared the Jeſuits guilty of merchandizing, 
by virtue of the Brief, without any inquiry or ere ; 
He ought therefore to have faid : By virtue of this 
Brief, His Eminence the Viſitor viſited the Colleges, 
_ Houſes, Ec. of the Feſuits, and * them full of 
Magazines, and theſe Magazines full of variou ſorts 
of merchandize, in which he alſo found, 'by indiſputa- 
ble proofs, that theſe Fathers carry on 2 great Trade. 
For this reaſon he publiſhed an Edidt, Sc. The Fa- 
ther General has miſtook this time, if he imagined 
that a kind of Memorial, made up of words Soy, 5 
could palliate the many "exceſſes of his Religious, 
juridically proved, and noteriouſly known to all 
the world. The Memorials of perſons accuſed are 
not proofs of their 1 innocence, Lit 
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Beſides this, the Lord Cardinal Pottiarch, notwith- 
ſtanding the Conftitution Superna of* Clement X. 
which forbids Biſhops, inconſultà Sede Apoſtolicà, 
to take away from a whole Religious Community the 
power. of confefſing, did ſuſpend from confeſſing, and 
from preaching, all the Religious of this Company, 
not only in his. Dioceſs of Liſhon, but throughout 
his whole Patriarchate : not notifying that ſuſpenſion 
to them perſonally, but cauſed the Edict thereof to be 
ſuddenly poſted up in all the Churches of Liſbon: of 
which things the General has in his poſſeſſion aut hen 
lic proofs, ; 


IS odd enough, that the F ather dr 
* ſhould here confeſs his being fo well inform- 
ed of what had paſſed, as to have in his poſſeſſion 
authentic proofs thereof, and that he ſhould alſo con- 
feſs, within a few lines after, that be Superiors of 
the Order, have not had any Knowledge of the crimes 
imputed to their Religious. I am willing to believe 
it. But in this caſe, a new fault muſt be imputed 
to the Jeſuits of Portugal, which is, their not hav- 
ing informed their General of ſo important an af- 
fair as their being accuſed of rebellion and illicit 
trading. The General complains, that His Emi- 
nence the Patriarch has not ſhewn the greateſt re- 
gard to the Bull Szperna. This complaint ſounds 
indeed perfectly harmonious in the mouth of a Je- 
ſuit, when one conſiders with what Zeal and hum- 
ble ſubmiſſion they have always been ready to obey 
the Decrees of the Holy Sce, and the Bulls of the 
Popes : a ſubmiſſion ſo great, that Benedict XIV. 
could not help beſtowing upon them the encomi- 


„ £25) 
um they juſtly . deſerved, of ConTUMACES Ho- 
MINES, DIFEICILES ANIMOS, -contumacious, ſtub- 
born minded men, in his Bull Ex quo ſingulari. And 


a little lower, in the ſame Bull, ſpeaking of them 
again, concerning a Conſtitution of Clement XI. 
which they had evidently tranſgreſſed, he adds: 
* Per Conſtitutionem adeo ſolemnem, qua Clemens 
Papa XI. ſe huic controverſiæ finem dediſſe teſtatur, 
juſtum & æquum videbatur, eos (the Jeſuits) qui S. 
Sedis auctoritatem ſeſe quam maxime revereri praſiten- 
tur, humili & obſequenti animo illius judicio ſemet om- 
nino ſubjicere, nec ulterius quicquam cavillari. Nibi- 
lominus INOBEDIENTES (9 CAPTIOSI bommes exac- 
lam ejuſdem Conſtitutionis obſervantiam ſe effugere poſſe 
putarunt, Sc. And will theſe men, after this, boaſt 
of their obedience to the Holy See? Indeed, by 
the manner in which the Father General expreſſes 
himſelf, one may ſee that he would not venture to 
ſpeak his mind openly ; but he has inſinuated it as 
flyly as he could; and I believe, that when -he 
wrote this Memorial, his hand trembled, and his 
face grew red. The Cardinal Patriarch had cer- 
tainly his motives for what he did; but the Bull 
Superna does not oblige Biſhops to publiſh the rea- 
ſons why they ſuſpend a whole Community from 
confeſſing, unleſs they are required fo to do by the 
Holy See. . e 


The F ather General would alſo have done well 
if he had informed himſelf, whether this Bull had 
been publiſhed and accepted in this Kingdom. 
_ * By the ſo ſolemn Conſtitution in which Pope Clement XI. 
teſtifies that he had put an end to this diſpute, - it ſeemed juſt _ 
and equitable, that they who profeſs the greateſt reſpect for 
the authority of the Holy See, ſhould humbly and readily  / 

ſubmit entirely to its judgment, and no longer attempt to ca- 
vil. Vet theſe DpisoBEDIEN x and carriouvs men thought theß 
could elude the ſtrict obſervance of this Conſtitution, &c. 
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And fines he had the means of getting the au- 
' thentic proofs he ſpeaks of, he might likewiſe have 
got authecitic information, whether the Patriarch 
had ſuſpended only the Jeſuits of his Dioceſs, or 
all thoſe of his Patriarchate, and not have laid be- 
fore the Pope, in writing, a thing which may be 
taxed with falſehoo dt. . 


But be that as it may, the Patriarch died, and 
the Father General might have petitioned the ne- 
Patriarch, before he applied to the Pope. If the 
means of ſo doing had been denied him, or even if 
his petition had been refuſed; I ſhould not have adviſ- 
ed the Father General to complain; becauſe other Bi- 
ſhops have done the ſame, particularly in France, 
where ſome of them, though ' well-wiſhers to the 
Company, have ſuſpended the Jeſuits and other 
Regulars, without ever giving their reaſons for ſo 
doing, and the ſuſpended © have had the prudence 
not to aſk for them. If I had familiar acceſs to 
the Father General, I ſhould endeavour by all 
means to diſſuade him from inquiring into the rea- 
ſons of what has been done, left worſe ſhould be- 
fall his Order. Poſſibly the Patriarch may alledge 
as one of the reaions, that when our King eſta- 
bliſned the Company of Commerce of Maragnan 
and Great-Para, which could eaſily traverſe the in- 
tereſts of the Jeſuits, thoſe of this Order then in 
Liſbon exclaimed from their pulpits, That whoever 
ſhould enter into that Company, would not deſerve to 
enter into that of Jeſus Chriſt, Some of theſe 
| preachers were baniſhed, and others impriſoned, 
for preaching things ſtill more ſeditious, and endea- 
vouring to make his Majeſty's ſubjects rebel againſt 
him. It js impoſſible but that the Father General 
mult likewiſe have authentic proofs of this ** 5 


el. 


their pulpits, inſinuated the ſame maxims in their 
converſations, and in their conferences with their 
penitents and partizans. The moſt: notorious of 
theſe were four Capuchins, who, being clapt into a 
priſon, and examined before a Magiſtrate, depoſed 
that the Jeſuits had ſeduced them. They endea 
voured to play the ſame game in the city of Porto, 
and actually cauſed. an inſurrection of the greateſt 
part of its inhabitants, as appears by the depoſiti- 
ons of the criminals, which His moſt Faithful Ma- 
jeſty ordered to be ſeparated from the printed ſen- 
tence, that the Company might not be irretrievably 
diſnonoured Other indiſputable and well proved 
facts might be inſtanced, which, like the above, 
deſerve a ſeverer puniſhment than bare ſuſpenſion. 


But if the Patriarch ſhould aſſign no other mo- 
tive than this; that the Jeſuits ſtand evidently oon 
victed of having long carried on a public and ge- 

neral trade, and therefore have incurred many 
Canonical Cenſures; would not that be a very 
weighty, and more than ſufficient reaſon? For 
my part, I loek upon the Jeſuits of Portugal (not to 
ſpeak of thoſe of other countries) as ſo loaded with 
Cenſures, that I would ſcarcely receive holy- water 
from their hands, but certainly not the Sacraments. 

When I ſaw. the-crowds of penitents round their 
Confeſſionals, before the Edict of his Eminence 
the Patriarch came out, I could not help thinking of 

the witty ſaying of Diogenes, who, ſeeing ſome peo- 
ple waſhing themſelves in naſty dirty water, aſxed 
where they would go to waſh themſelves after being 

waſhed there? Ui Iaventur, qui bic. Iavantur? 1 
cannot boaſt of zeal for the Souls of others; but 
I could with that thoſe who have the care of their 


own, 


„ 1 
own, eſpecially Biſhops and Cardinals, would read 
attentively the celebrated Letters of the Abbot Co- 
vet, who has not his equal upon this ſubject. Bur 

let us leave others to think of that, and return to 
the Patriarch's Edict. ö 


— 


It certainly ſeemed proper, perhaps neceſſary, 
that the ſuſpenſion ſhould have been notified, before 
it was ſtuck up on the doors of the Churches. But 
I doubt the Patriarch was afraid (and I confeſs I 

| ſhould have been ſo in his place), leſt the Jeſuits 
ſhould treat his notification with contempt, and call 
his power in queſtion, as they ſeem tacitly to do in 
this Memorial, though they do not ſay it in expreſs 
words. And indeed it is already whiſpered that 
they intend to preſent a long writing upon this 'af- 
fair to the reigning Pope. However that may be, 
the Patriarch's fear was not at all imaginary, nor 
void of great foundation. You and I know, that 
in the Patents which the Holy See grants to Mil- 
. fionaries, to impower them to hear confeſſions, it 
is always ſaid, that they ſpall not adminiſter any Sa- 
crament without the conſent of the Pariſh Prieſts of the 
Places where they ſhall be. Yet, notwithſtanding 
this, in China, the Indies, and every where elſe, 
the Jeſuits do, and will, confeſs as they pleaſe, 
without due leave from the Pariſh Prieſts, or even 
from the Biſhops, which is the cauſe of perpetual 
wrangles between them. Read the letter of the 
Biſhop of St. Thomas, a Jeſuit, to the Parſon of 
Pondicheri, dated the 25th of January 1749, and 
you will there find, that it is the cuſtom of the Fa- 
thers of the Company, after they have been once ap- 
proved of, to confeſs wherever they pleaſe, without de- 
pending on the Pariſh Prieſts. Bur this, my Friend, 
is not to be wondered at, ſince the Jeſuits in the 
Indies ſay, that they are ſent by the Son of God; but 
| | . that 
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that the other Miſſionaries are only Prieſts ſent by the 
Succeſſor of St. Peter, a poor Fiſherman. As to the Bi- 
ſhops, I fay nothing of them. You have, at Rome, 
the Archives of the Congregation de propaganda, 
which are full of repreſentations of this kind. But 
Jeſt you ſhould not chuſe to take the trouble of 
conſulting them, or be afraid of having the doors 
ſhut againſt you by the partizans and hirelings of 
the Jeſuits, I will here give you a faithful Copy of 
a Letter lately written by the Biſhop of Nankin to 
Pope Benedict XIV. 


c Mosr Hol x Farrurs, / 


© FTF R humbly kifling your feet, and 
6c craving your paternal bleſſing with the ut- 
** molt veneration, wiſhing for ſpiritual comfort, I 
beg leave, from this remote part of the world, to 
lay before Your Hol IN ESS a ſhort account of 
my conduct, poor and uſeleſs as it may have been. 


« I have now, to no purpoſe, reſided near three 
© years in this Dioceſs, in which, by the Grace of 
God, I arrived ſafe, after having eſcaped great 


 ** dangers. The vaſt extent of theſe unknown re- 


« gions, the multitude of their barbarous and 
c“ uncivilized inhabitants, and the difficulty of 
ſpeaking their languages, gave me great unea- 
6e ſineſs at firſt, becauſe I was thereby hindered 
* from applying, as I wiſhed to do, to the uſeful 
e and effectual diſcharge of the duties of my func- 
tion. To this was added, about fix months af-- 
ter my arrival, another great obſtacle to my de- 


cc 


K proceeding from a new Edict, in conſe- 


quence of which the perſecution was revived, 
sand now reges with ſuch violence, that many 


4 


- ** 
66 
: 


cc 


86 


have been forced to abandon their dwellings, 
and a place of refuge is ſcarcely to be found. 
Under theſe circumſtances, what could 1 do, 
weak as I am, and deſtitute of every aſſiſtance? 
However, having hitherto, by the ſpecial Pro- 


vidence of God, eſcaped unhurt in the midſt of 


this violent ſtorm, and now remembering all 
that has happened to me, I think it my duty 
briefly to acquaint Toux HorLiwxss with alt 
that I have ſeen, and all that has paſſed through 
my hands, of which I ſend a more circumſtan- 


tial detail to the ſacred Congregation, 


« The only Miſſionaries in this Biſhopric are 
Pupils of the Company of Jeſus, to the number 


of nine or ten, as nearly as I have been able to 
learn ſince my arrival in theſe parts. Formerly, 


no Prelate ever refided here: the Jeſuits them - 
ſelves performed the functions of Prelates, and, 


by the command of their ſuperiors, diſpoſed of 


every thing as they thought proper. I flattered 
myſelf, that, being here upon the ſpot, they 


would co-operate with me, at leaſt in what con- 


cerned the cure of Souls. But, alas, with what 
grief and aſtoniſhment have I ſeen, ' and many 
times experienced, the very contrary behaviour 
in them! Except a kind of worldly civility, 


which they would beſtow equally upon any fo- 


reign Prelate whatever, they have no ſort of de- 
ference for their own Biſhop, Swollen with 
pride, they boaſt of their privileges, and claim 
as entire and abſolute an exemption in their 
Miſſions, as 25 enjoy in their own Cloiſters; 
proteſting that they neither will, nor ought to 
obey any but their Superiors, and what their Bi- 
ſhop commands, if he will command, Fs 
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his orders are agreeable to the will of thoſe Su- 


periors. 


Out of mere form and compliment, they de- 


mand, by word of mouth, or in writing, not a 
limited permiſſion, but a general and unlimited 
licence for them to exerciſe all the powers 
of the Biſnop; and if the Biſhop chances to 
heſitate a little, and delays granting their de- 
mand (as happened to me, with regard to one 
of thoſe Fathers whom I did not know), what 
complaints, noiſe, and diſcords, do they not 


foment, 


co By one of my Paſtoral Letters, I ordered, or 


rather recommended, a due obſervance of the. 


Apoſtolical Conſtitutions ; that, in the admini- 
ſtration of the Sacraments, they ſhould conform 


to the Decrees of the Holy See, as I did; that 


every one ſhould ſhew me his Patents, and his 
certificates of annual confeſſion. But what was 


the conſequence ? They not only did not obey. 
the leaſt of theſe my juſt and obligatory orders, 
but they ſpread a report amongſt the people, that 


I commanded the obſervance of new Ceremo- 


“ nies, that I prohibited the Chineſe Rites, and 
that I forbad the women to go. with their necks. 
uncovered, & 


| , &c. Upon which the Chriſtians were 
diſturbed, and roſe up againſt me. ap 

e Tf it happens that the Biſhap has occaſion to 

officiate Pontifically, and that he is to be cloath - 
ed with the facred veſtiments of his dignity, 
they refuſe to ſtretch out a hand to help him to 
dreſs himſelf, ſaying, that they are exempted 


from ſerving Biſhops : and thus, they act upon 
every other occaſion, ſo that I dare not com- 


mand 


mand them in any one thing. I frankly own, 
that ſome of the Chineſe Prieſts, natives of the 


country, ought to be examined: yet, for want 
of others, better qualified, I dare not ſay a 
word, but tolerate in them, what is abſolutely 


intolerable. | 5 „„ 


Of the number of theſe intolerable, and much 
to be lamented things, are the public ſcandals 


which ſome commit in the preſence. of all the 
little flock of Neophites, and the numerous 


crowd of Gentiles, to the prejudice of Souls, 


and the diſgrace of the moſt holy Law of the 
Goſpel. Among other exceſſes, that which was 
committed, a little before my arrival, by Fa- 
ther Emanuel Joſeph, with a woman, whom 
he debauched, and got with child, made fa 
much noiſe, that it was poſted up in all the pub- 


lic places of one of the cities here: but yet the 
delinquent choſe rather to be expelled his Order, 


than to leave the Country, in which, I am told, 


he is ſtill living: and God grant he may be re- 


formed. 


6 But the Thins of F ather Anthony Joſeph, 


Superior of the Miſſion, ſurpaſſes every other. 


For eight years running he made it his conſtant 
practice to debauch women, both in, and out 


of, the time, and place of confeſſion, giving 


them Abſolution immediately after, and then 


admitting them to the Holy Communion; at 


the ſame time telling them, that what had paſſed 
between them was a thing of no conſequence, and 


that all the Fathers, the Biſhop, and the Pope him 


ſelf, did the ſame. Numbers proved with child 
by him; of which ſome miſcarried, and others 
were delivered. Both the Chriſtians and the 


« 


“ Gentiles 


* 
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« Gentiles knew theſe things, and ſome of them 
« denounced him to his Superiors, who thereupon 
* appointed a delegate to inquire into the affair; 

« but this laft, I know not how, declared him in- 


ec nocent; | Laſt year, I was forced, by the con- 


* tinual complaints that were made to me, to ex - 


& amine into the accuſation, and I found it true in 


e every reſpect. Whilſt I was conſidering how I 
« ſhould proceed in the puniſhment of the delin- 
« quent, I learnt that the Mandarins had cauſed 


. him, two of his pupils, and near an hundred 


« Chriſtians, to, be ſeized. This occaſioned a 
« new, and very great ſcandal ; becauſe the Man- 
« darins, knowing already ſome of the facts, 
«© made a moſt ſtrict inquiry into the whole affair, 
« and, to the t ſatisfaction of the ' Gentiles, 
« and the no leſs confuſion of the Chriſtians, 
ec paſſed public ſentence upon the criminal, in con- 
<« ſequence of which this Superior, and another 
« Jeſuit called Father Europe, were ſtrangled in 
« priſon, the 22d of September, as ſeducers. 
« God grant, as I hope it from His ſupreme good- 
e neſs, that their death may have waſhed away 
« the ſtains of their ſins! and would to Heaven 
“ alſo, that theſe moſt pernicious ſcandals may be 
e obliterated from the memory of all mankind 1 © 


The Chriſtians of China are now in ſuch a 
* ſtate of corruption, that hardly one can be found 
out of ten, of whom there would not be room 
< to doubt his being able to reſiſt the leaſt trial: 
% for of thoſe that have been tried only with 
e flight tortures and a few menaces, without ex- 
„ aggerating, ſcarce one in a thouſand has re- 
«© mained ſtedfaſt. Of the hundred, or there 
„ abouts, that were taken with the two A I 


Tteel : 


* 0 


& got ſeen to practiſe it. They are moſt zealous 


* many dangers to which I have been expoſed, and 
no has my companion. If it ſhould pleaſe God 
5+. £0: grant us tranquility and health, we will do 


& our utmoſt to fulſil our duty, without fearing 


any labour or fatigue. The. Miſſionaries fay, 
that Biſhops ar mot neceſſary in this coun- 
try, except for conſecrating the Chriſm, and 
*-confirming.:; and indeed, according to what 1 
*© have here related, what elſe can they have to 


rn cs : 4 5 do ? 
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« kin in China, the 3d of N 1748. e 


penſion, it is ſufficient to read what" Father Henry 


Confeſſors of their reſpective Orders; "Beſides the 


| validate that very Bull Saperna, upon which the 


[3833 


ee Aa ? I heartily and humbly wi my lan- 
cc Soil Dieceſs Oz N nd Prot EC- 
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"Bu Athen going is: far 0 ler wake the Jeſuits 1 i 
would have done, if the Cardinal Patriarch had” 
notified to them amicably the abovementioned fuſ- 


Carvalho, à Jeſuit, © Confeflor of our moſt graci- 
ous Sovereign, whilſt Frince of Braſil, publiſned, 
on occaſiof of the diſpute between his Einkencs 
Cardinal Pereira Biſhop of Taro, and the Ciſter- 
cians and other Regulars,” about giviny the Nuns” 


haughty, or, to ſpeak more ſtrictly true, the inſo- 
lent and outrageous manner in which he treated 
that Cardinal Biſhop, he pretended, that the Re- 
gulars might confeſs without the leave of the Or- 
dinaries; and to prove this, he endeavoured to in- 
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Father General now lays fo great a ſtreſs. What 
think you, my Friend? are not the Jeſuits like the 
man with whom the Satyr would not ſtay, becauſe 
* blowed both hot and cold with the ſame mouth ? 
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REFLECTION vl. 


The Religious of Portugal have ſuffered theſe, to them 
- .moſt. grievous proceedings, with that humble ſub- 
miſſion which they ought. CES x. 


\ Oubtleſs, this behaviour will do the Jeſuits 
7 honour; the more ſo, as it will be looked 
upon as a phænomenon more rare than the appear- 
ance of a Comet. But if they would do their 
Company a real honour, which I could wiſh to be 
the caſe, they ſhould ſhew this patience oftener, 
and ſhould have practiſed it more on paſt occaſions, 
or atleaſt not have done quite the contrary. This, 
I ſay, would have done them honour, and perhaps 
may ſtill, out of Portugal; but not in it, where 
every one knows, as ſurely. as he knows his own 
exiſtence, that if theſe Fathers were now, as former- 
ly, Confeſſors of the Royal Family, and had not 
been turned out of the palace, the Patriarch would 
ſoon have ſeen the fruits of his Edict: and if even 
the Pope himſelf had ſuſpended them, it would 
not have ſignified; for they would have managed 
ſo as to make both loſe their credit, and paſs for 
half-heretics, as they did Cardinal Noris, and the 
Venerable Innocent 4x. 


N 


the Company, is not leſs ridiculous, notwithi 
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REFLECTION VIL 


They are fully perſuaded of the upright intention 
Moſs Faithful Meſs of his Miniſters, and of 


the above-mentione 


of his 


moſt Eminent Cardinals. 
NE 8E pretty words do not agree with the 


actions of the Jeſuits, nor with the calum- 


nies they have ſpread all over Wap 
ate the moſt righteous government o 


+ » 


1 


to depreci- 
our King. 


1 


REFLECTION VII. 


But ftill they fear, that They have been prejudiced 
againſt them by the artifices of evil-minded perſons , 


FH IS motive of the Father General's 


fear 


might have ſome weight, if it had not been 
worn ſo. very thread-bare by the Jeſuits. To tell 
you the truth, I expected that they would attribute 
heſe artifices to the Janſeniſts. But they have 
judged rightly, in thinking, that a ſtory of that 


kind would ſerve only to make people laugh, in 
this country: though indeed the pretence of ma- 


lice, hatred, animoſity, jealouſy, and envy a 


png 


tand- 


ing its having been uſed theſe hundred years, and 


| More, upon almoſt every occaſion, againſt all that 


have attempted to defend the Epiſcopal Juriſdic- 


tion, to preſerve their rights and poſſeſſions, 5 
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their Miſſions. 1 


known any fault of the Jeſuits, - howſoever ſmall, 


or to eee. 


Every one knows their catumnies againſt the Ve- 


nerable Biſhops John Palafox and Bernardin de 


Fa * 


Curdenas. The Bedtification of the former has 
been retarded bitherto ſolely by their means, be- 
cauſe, in 1649, he, with an Apoſtolic zeal, in- 
formed the ſupreme Vicar of Jeſus Chriſt, Inno- 
echt X. how fcandalouſly the Jeſuits behaved in 
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In the fame fnanner, with the addition of the 
name of Janſeniſts, have they treated all the Miſ- 


fionaries of China, Malabar, Cochin- china, and 
all the other Regions of the Indies, becauſe they 


certified that the Jeſuits permitted the worſhip of 


Confucius, the ſame offerings as the Pagans make 
to the Idol Chia-hoan, and other idolatrous ſuper- 
ſtitions, though condemned by the ſacred Congre- 
gations of Rome, the Decrees of which were pub- 
iſhed in 1645, revived by the Lord Maigrot in 
1693, by the Cardinal of Tournon'in 1704, by 
Clement XI. in 1710, by Benedict XII, in 272, 
Bo CEnent TIE 16 0720s 2o0 by Bebe 2 V- 


t 


I cannot think che Jeſuits in genera] will call 


Morales, Varo, and Navarette, evi/-minded, though 


ſome of their writers have given them that name, par- 


ticularly to Morales, becauſe he proved to the Biſhop 


preach Chrilt erucified, and chercfor had removel 
his image out of their Churches. The Domini- 


o 
* 


can and Franciſcan Miſſionaries, for oppoſing this 


removal, were ſeverely treated and calumniated by 
the Jeſuit Ignatius Lubo: and Father Antony 


Rubini, another Jeſuit, publiſhed at Turin a book 


of Rofalia, that the Jeſuits in China were aſhamed to 


- 


1 39 1 
a fame ſubject, intitled, A Defence of the 


a the Hah. nofolic hich 
Jens 3 and he 2 5 2 Ghacifix 
ought not be placed upon the altar, or in the 


Church; and (N* 48) he adds, I is with great 


difficulty that wwe in Europe baue been accuſtomed to 
bear the natedneſo of the Crucifix., for which reaſon it 


1 yams neceſſary for along time to cover grent pas 


of it. In like manner they calumniated Biſhop 


Fonqvet, though he had been a Jeſuit, with uch 


virulence, that, for his peace and ſafety, he was 
obliged to retire to the College de Propaganda, 


were be died. The. fame thing happened to d. 


Viſdelou, Biſhop of n who had alſo 


been of the Company. The reaſon was, that both 
theſe Prelates had oppoſed the idolatrous Rites per- 


mitted by the Jeſuits, bee c n 
evil-minded men. W | 


The very ne motive A os 88 3 
the Cardinal of Tournon as an evil minded perſon, 
and a calumniator; though, hen he went to Chi- 


na, they eſteemed him one of their greateſt friends: 
but after wards, not content with abuſing him, 


they went much greater lengths againſt him, as(ap- 
pears by the accounts thereof now to be ſeen in the 
Archives of the College de Prqpaganda;; by the 
narrative of his precious death, printed at Rome in 
17113 and by the declarations of ſome of his faith- 


ful Companions who returned to Rome, and-whoſe 


teſtimonies ſhew, whether this moſt worthy Car- 
dinal deſerved the appellation of evil-minded,: or che 
title of - Fn . of 5 eee 1A 5 
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As they are not conſcious: of having been guilty of ſuch . 
CE, TE 8 
I Cannot imagine from whence the Father Gene- 
J ral's incredulity ariſes, whether from the atro- 
city of the crimes, or from the indifference of the 
Jeſuits for the intereſt of their Company, which is 
generally the powerful motive that makes them go 
the lengths they do. Tis true the Father General 
has not been long at the head of the Order, and 
therefore may poſſibly not have been thoroughly 
informed of the atrocious Crimes which have occa- 
ſioned the reſentment of our King, and wearied 
out his patience. But if he is at all acquainted 
with the Hiſtory of his Order, he might have pre- 
ſumed that theſe crimes were too real; ſince that 
very Hiſtory ſhews abundantly, that the moſt atro- 
cious crimes have always been the means by which 
the Company of Jeſus has made its way. - He 
may read in the ſecond Volume of Tavernier's 
Voyages, from page 6, to page 17. and in the De- 
fence of the Judgment of the Cardinal of Tour- 
non, printed at Turin in 1709, that the Jeſuits 
were the people, who, through their avarice, per- 
ſuaded the infamous Caron, Preſident of the Dutch 
Company, to forge a Letter, by which he pretended 
to diſcover the imaginary conſpiracy of the Portu- 
gueſe againſt the King of Japan; for which ſup- 
poſed crime all the Portugueſe in that country were 
barbarouſly murdered. 5 a 
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Scuth and on the North, the Jeſuits ſent A 
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this diviſion of the Empire between two Competi- 


tors, to the Cham of the Tartars, that he might 


take that opportunity to attack it with a numerous 


army, and make himſelf Sovereign of it; which 


accordingly he did, AO with the Jeſuits, 
that they, in return for their ſervices, ſhould be 


raiſed to the dignity of Mandarins of the firſt Claſs, 


with liberty to wear the pompous habit of thoſe 
Nobles, the collars of the Orders of their Kings, 


and all thoſe other gew-gaws, of which, to the 


honour of his Company, Father Bonanni has given 
us an engraving, in his Catalogue of the Religious 
Orders, for the benefit, I ſuppoſe, of all lovers of 


Maſquerades. This invaſion of the Tartars, and 


other commotions occaſioned by the Jeſuits, coſt the 
lives of millions of men, whom the Hiſtory of the 
Company calls Butcher d Lambs. The Father Ge- 
neral will alſo find in Brantome, and in ſeveral 
other books, that the Jeſuits, in order to gain the 
rotection of Spain, perſuaded our King Don Se- 
aſtian to attack the Moors with very unequal 
forces, the conſequence of which was the death of 
that Prince, who was ſlain in the battle. 


But what may, perhaps, not yet have come to his 


knowledge is, that at the taking of Borba - la- nuova 


in the country called Troncano, the Fathers An- 
ſelm Echart and Antony Meiſſerburg, Germans, 
reſiding there in quality of Miſſionaries, were 
found, both armed, provided with two pieces of 
Artillery, and committing ſuch enormous outrages 
and violences, as would be too long to relate here. 
If their feats are not yet recorded in the Father Ge- 


neral's Regiſters, they are in thoſe of our King, 


and confirmed, not only by a whole army, but alſo 
by letters from the Governor and Captain general, 
Vritten in the year 1757. It likewiſe appears, that 
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Father David Tay, a Miſſionary in the country 
called St. Francis Xavier d' Acama, entered into 
Treaties with the barbarous Nations of thoſe parts 
in the month of Auguſt 178, as is related at 
length, together with the Articles of thoſe Trea- 
ties, in the account thereof found among the pa- 
pers of the ſaid Father, written with his own hand. 


King John V. of glorious Memory, having or- 
dered the Bull Ex quo ſingulari, iſſued by Benedict 
XIV. in 1742, to be publiſhed; upon the Biſhop 
of Paraguay's ſetting about to execute both the 

Pope's and the King's Order, the Jeſuits raiſed 
ſuch an uproar againſt him, that he could not poſ- 
ſibly perform his duty: and in 1736, His Moſt 
Faithful Majeſty having again ordered the ſame Bi- 
ſhop abſolutely to publiſh that Bull, the Jeſuits 


again excited the people not to receive it. 


- Theſe things, as I ſaid before, may perhaps not 
have come to the knowledge of the Father Gene- 
ral: but he cannot be ſuppoſed not to have known, - 
that the Religious of his Order are abſolute maſ- 
ters of the liberty, labour, plantations, and trade, 
of the poor Indians of Paraguay and Maragnon, 
and that they draw from thence immenſe ſums. 


Theſe are evidently atrocious crimes; and alliof 
them are proved by authentic documents, carefully 
kept here, to atteſt the rebellion of the Jeſuits. Such 
are thoſe which the Governor of Montevidio 
found in the chamber of Father Thaddeus, Coad- 
jutor and Deputy Curator of St. Lawrence; thaſe 
which our troops found among the Indians when 
they aſſembled in St. John's land, and which have 
been ſince annexed to the account of that expediti- 
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od, under che heads 1, a, and 3. all written by 
the Fathers themſelves, in the Guaranian tongue, 
and containing Inſtructions to the Chiefs of the 
Rebels; together with the Letters of General Go- 
mez Freire, dated the 26th of June 1756, and 
others dated in 1757; and alſo the Atteſtations of 
ſeveral Indians who were taken priſoners. Theſe 
Crimes then ought not to ſeem incredible to the 
Father General, by reaſon of their atrocity; and 
much leſs ought they to be deemed imaginary, 
when conſidered as the means of gain; fince, baſe 
as they are, the Jeſuits have always employed them 
ſucceſsfully upon every occaſion. IX 


For the honour 16 their Order, ad dof hs eſp ob 
able perſon of the Father General, I could i 2 
I ſaid at firſt, that this Memorial had never been 

thought of, and particularly that the article of 
merchandizing had never been laid before the Pope, 
the Cardinals, and all Europe. I ſhould be glad 
it had been buried in eternal oblivion, if thateould 
poſſibly have been, and that the rumour of it had 
been ſtifled in the corner of the earth where it fiſt 
took riſe. The worſt is, that Rome is the place 
where it is moſt talked of, and that che Archives of 


the Congregation: de Propaganda are there, full of 
remonſtrances, made by zealous Biſhops, and Miſ- 


ſionaries of known integrity, againſt the Miſſiona- 


ries of the Company, who, under the ſpecious 
pretence of preaching the Faith, carry on a Trade 
in the Kingdom of China. There too is kept the 
original Letter which the Venerable John Palafox, 

Biſhop of Angelopolis, wrote to Innocent X. the 
8th of January 1649. Let the Father General 
read there (but how many times muſt he not have 
"read it 16 the 3 Article, in which he will find 


theſe 
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theſe words. Quæ alia Religio, Beatiſime Pater, 


rumcumque Religionum initiis, in Eccleſia Dei telonium 
exercuit; pæcuniis fæneravit, & in ſuis propriis domi- 
bus Macella, & alias impuriſſimas officinas in propatu- 
lo babuit, & profanis Commerciis, & contratiibus ma- 
ris, terrægue, totum fere orbem maximo ſæcularium 
ſcandalo, & admiratione complevit? If this is not 
enough to remove the doubts of the Father Gene- 
ral, who, very improperly, pretends to be igno- 
rant and uninformed of theſe matters, let him read 
the Letters, Decrees, and Bulls of the Popes, and 
ee that of Urban VIII. ef the 22d of 
ebruary 1633. beginning with, Ex debito Paſtora- 
lis Officii, and he will ſee that all of them forbid in 
expreſs terms the traffic carried on by the Jeſuits. 
Let him alſo read the Cardinal of Tournon's Let- 
"ter from Pekin, dated the 17th of May 1706, in 
which he condemns certain contracts made by the 
Fathers Philip Grimaldi and Thomas Pereira, Je- 
ſuits, belonging to the College of Pekin, and con- 
demns, annuls, and deteſts them, as uſurious and 
-niquitous, | e 0 


It alſo appears from the ſame accounts, that the 
Jeſuits of Pekin have three Houſes, each of which 
has, in Goods and Money, a Capital of fifty thou- 
ſand Rupees . They get from 24 to 30 per Cent. 
by the Exchange of their money, and it has been 
7 | . e ee 


* What other Order of Religious, Moſt Holy Father, ſince 
the firſt inſtitution of Monks or Mendicants, or fince the be- 
ginning of any other Religious whatever, borrowed or lent 
money at intereſt, 'or ſet up ſhops and ſhambles in their own 

|  Convents, extending their traffic, by ſea and by land, over 
\ , - almoſt the whole globe, to the great ſcandal and aftoniſhment 
of N F 1 
1 A Aupee is worth about 45. 6d. of our money. 


& primis Monachalium, ſeu Mendicantium, ſive qua- 


1 

proved that their yearly clear profits in trade amount 
to a ſum equal to thirty thouſand Pounds Sterling, 

that is to ſay, ten thouſand Pounds a year for each 
College, in which there are but eleven Jeſuits. 
Beſides this, they get infinitely larger ſums by 
things of their own making, ſuch as watches, pic- 
tures, and all ſorts of works of mechaniſm, in 
which theſe Fathers excell in that country, and by 

trading in wine, and the fruits of the Earth. 


be original of the above-mentioned Letter 
from the Venerable Palafox to Innocent X. (which 
has been printed in many places) is alſo to be ſeen' .. 
in the Archives'of the College de Propaganda, and 
ſhews that theſe very Fathers then carried on in Para- 
guay all forts. of trades, and dealt in every kind of 
goods, inſomuch as to keep public ſhops, butchers 
ſhambles, &c. which they have continued to do ever 
ſince, Ofthis there are likewiſe indiſputable proofs in 
our Archives here, and {till more in thoſe of His Ca- 
tholic Majeſty, in Letters from ſome of that King's 
faithful Miniſters, and particularly from Don Bar- 
tholomew d*Aldonati, Governor of Paraguay, dat- 
ed in 1726 and 1728, and enregiſtred in the Coun- 
cil of the Indies.” Our proofs are Letters from the 
Biſhops of Rio de Janeiro, and Great-Para, and 
the reſpective Governors of thoſe Countries I 
can ſafely aſſure you, my dear Friend, that I have 
often, to my great ſorrow, heard merchants of ſe- 
veral different countries ſay, upon the arrival of 
our fleets, that the far greateſt part of the cargoes 
Daene do the ett 8 


Mould you have more? This ſcandalous Com- 
merce can be teſtified even by Corſairs, who have 
often taken ſhips of which the whole cargoes be- 
longed to the Jeſuits, and others navigated by J e- 
8 ”  tuts 
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| ſuirs only, diſguiſed: like ſailors. It is not long, 
as every one here knows, fince/a ſhip: belonging to 


the Jeſuits, very richly laden from America, was 
taken; and Father Carbone, who was then living, 


and to ſtifle the tranfaction, left it | ſhould reach 


the ears of his Majeſty, John v. 
e 1 „ TIRR £ „„ 

You know better than I do, as you live nearer 
Piſa, that, in the cauſe relating to an Infurance be- 
tween the Brothers Malan and Martin inſured, and 
Cornelius Beremtetgh and Company Inſurers, de- 
cided at Piſa by the maritime Conſuls, the 2 6th of 
April of chis eee it Was proved, 
that out of the ſum of 1 12 30% livres, the amount 
of the Inſurance, 62039 livres were for the ac- 
count of Father Anthony Lavallette, Chief of the 
Miſſions, reſiding at Martinico, who, carrying on 
a conſiderable trade in all ſorts of Merchandize, 
had given orders to Meſſieurs Lionette and Gouf- 
fres of Marſeilles to inſure this ſum for him under 
tha mne eee eee eee 


) OR eget an 3041 07 Ho 

I grant ydu that the Father General might diſ-. 
ſemble theſe "things: out of prudence, and flatter 
himſelf, that no one, not immediately concerned, 


would take the trouble of examining into them, 
or of turning over heaps of old papers, buried 


in the Archives. But why was he ſo imprudent, 
God forgive him for it, as to fix on Rome for the 
place of examining the Cardinal of Saldanha's 
Edict concerning the Commerce of the Jeſuits, 
and to attempt to deceive the Pope, under whoſe 
eyes, and under thoſe of the whole Roman people, 
they now carry on a Trade as extenſive and lucra- 
tive, as it is ſcandalous and ſordid? To begin ris 
nw ET the 


_ a7 

tle: \ article: f wag oe They ſell it, not only FR 
whole · ſale, but alſo by. retail, having to that end 
Taverns lic belong to theim What is more, to 
extend their traffic therein as much as they can, they 
buy che grapes fore · hand of the poor huſhandinen, 

by advancing them money, or corn; in the winter, 
when neceflicous people are forced to ſell for 
whatever they can get. I myſelf, when I was at 
Rome, in my excurſions to Fraſcati, Monte Porzio, 
Marino, Albano, &c. have often been an acciden- 
tal witneſs of the monopoly ; ; and I remember 
having ſometimes met ſixty, or more, carts loaded 


wich Barrels full of gmpes, TE oſs thay Je- 
ſuits in The above anner. | 


J hg: Ti > *#« 7s; 


Ce ani Rar oe Gon? 
N hom are dow at Rome, and others 


returned here, were witneſſes, that Cacao, Coffee, 


Sugar, China, Chocolate, Linnen, Lace of all 
kinds, Tobacec, Snuff, Silk, Velvet, Cloth, In- 
dian quilts, &. were fold, in the profeſſed Houſes 
of the Jefuits in chat city. This we are ſure of, 
becauſe we ourſelves: frequentiy bought many of 
ow things of them; and ſeveral Cardinals, Prin- 
4, and perſons of diſtinction, can teſtify the ſame, 

y pleaſe. One of our Countrymen, a Gen- 

Co. — note, laid out near 200 Crowns, in Lin- 
nen, counterpoints, and china- ware, in the pro- 
feſſed Houſe, in December 1787; and a French 
Lady did. the ſame, in the ſame month, as will ap- 
pear by the books of Father Carvaglio, Caſhier of 
the Magazine and Commerce of ee en 
15 and all Oy know Perfectly well. a 2 


T he Dai os the Father Gal, cannot I” 
ignorant. of the. Trade that is carried on in the 
12 s ſhop in the Roman College, notwith+ 

| ſtanding 
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ſanding the prohibition ſo often publiſhed, forbid- 
ing the Regulars to ſell Medicines, and particularly 

in contempt of that of Benedict XIV. in his Edict 
of the 13th of July 1756, in which, ſpeaking ex- 
preſsly of the Jeſuits, he forbids them to ſell any 
ſort of medicament, ſimple or compound, prepar- 
ced or not prepared, &c. And yet it has been reck- 
oned and proved that the Apothecary's ſhop of this 
College vends yearly near three thouſand pounds of 
Theriaca, at double the price that other Apotheca- 
Tou will not wonder at my knowing all theſe 
things, if you confider how long I lived at Rome: 
but you will perhaps be ſurprized, though I aſſure 
you it is fact, that they have reached the ears, if 
I may ſo ſay, of all Lifbon, and that the King 
himſelf is not ignorant of them. I myſelf have 
learnt things here, which I never ſo much as heard 
of at Rome. I knew indeed that the Jeſuits k 

a ſhop in their Seminary, in which they ſell hard- 
ware, ſtockings, ſtuffs, cloth, and many other 
things, which they ſay are for the uſe of their Col- 
legians; and I know too that they ſell there, dur- 
ing Lent, a kind of loaves called Maritoxzi, and, 
the whole year round, common bread to many of 
their devotees : but I did not know an artful trick 
of theirs, which is, that on certain days of great 
folemnity, when the bakers of the city are forbid 
to hear their ovens, the Jeſuits bake in their Semi- 
nary, and get a conſiderable profit by it, that be- 
ing then the only place where new bread can. be 
had. All this dirty, vile, mechanic traffic does 
not ſurprize me after what I ſaw done at Tivoli, 
where a poor woman came to the Noviciate- houſe 
of the Jeſuits for three pennyworth of cheeſe, and 
was ſerved with it, in my preſence, as readily as if 
ſhe had gone to a Chandlers-ſhop. . 5 
. 8 ut 
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But who in this country can be ignorant of the 
pull! Bank which the Jeſuits keep in their Profeſ- 
' ſed-houſe at Rome, as well as in moſt other trading 
cities of Europe? There are few Remitters who 
have not had Bills of Exchange either drawn by, 
or upon the Jeſuits. I here 454700 a N of two. 
ſuch, which fell oY into my hands. 


Fons, Fuly the 3 at I 756 


95 days after date, pleaſe to pay this my third 
of Exchange, (firſt and ſecond not paid) to the 
order of the Count Soderini, Six hundred thou- 
ſand Reis, for value received of the ſame, and 
place i It to account as by advice from | 
bs: ANTONY CABRAL 


The Reverend NT Tad agar chi wa 
Hyacinth Da Coſta, Fo | Tk 
of the Company of Jeſus, Hh : 

in Liſbon. Ree ag 


Pay to the order of Mr, Lewis aue r 
value received of the ſame, Nome, Auguſt 3d, 1754. 
Nirenor as SopERINI. 


Pay to the order of Mr. James Paveſi, value 
received « of the ſame, | | 


_ Lewis R 5 


9 to the order of Mr. Francis Borazzi, value 
received of the ſame, - 


Lux; Pavesr. 


I do not cranfiribs the other Bill, becauſe its 
tenor was the ſame as this, excepting that it was 
tor five hundred thouſand Reis. | 

E Francis 
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Francis Borazzi of Rome indorſed the two Bills 


* 


to Mr. Gottard Hagen of London, and Mr. Ha- 
gen indorſed them to Peter Burrel Eſq; who ſent 
them to the houſe he then had at Liſbon under the 
name of Raymond Burrel and Dea, and they were 


both punctually paid. Not only all this is Known, 


but alſo that the Jeſuits get much greater profits 
than the ſecular merchants, becauſe they have 


greater advantages in buying and tranſporting their 


goods, they enjoy ſeveral exemptions from taxes, 


have fewer expences to pay for ware: houſe room, 


Clerks, &c. and, which inhances their gains more 
than all the reſt, becauſe they ſell their wares dearer 
than any other people, under pretence of their 


veing better. An indiſputable proof of this laſt 


article is, that their Bills of Exchange bear a high- 


er price than thoſe of other Merchants, as I myſelf 


experienced, when, complaining to the Fathers 
Cabral and Carvaglio, one day that I took a Bill 


of Exchange of them, that Belloni, and other 
Bankers, allowed me a 12 per Cent. more than they 


did upon the Bills I drew, and a 20 or a 230 per 
Cent. more upon thoſe I took, they anſwered, There 
is @ great difference, Sir, between the Bank of the 
Company, and the Banks of Seculars. Theſe laſt may 
fail, but that of the Company never can. This is 
their language to every body, and the good-natured 


world believes it. But, my Friend, it is ſo far 
from being true that the Bank of the Jeſuits can- 

not fail, that it actually did fail at Seville, in the 
year 1645, for four hundred and. fifty thouſand 


Ducats, and the failure was judged fraudulent, be- 
cauſe it was found to have been premeditated long 
before, as appears from the juridical proceedings 


on chat occaſion, and from the original Letters of 


Father Peter de Avilles, then Provincial of Anda- 


luſia, 


4 
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| [217] 
juſia, annexed to thoſe ptoceedings. It was pre? 
meditated, with a deſign to defraud the parties in- 
tereſted, though ſo enormous a robbery could not 
poſſibly be committed without entirely ruining a 
great number of families. Whoever would knowhow 
great is the induſtry of the Jeſuits, and with what 
eaſe they trample upon the holy Laws of Nature, 
of Chriſt, and of the Church, need only read the 
abſtract of this Proceſs, which has been printed 
- ſeveral times. VV 


The beſt was, that theſe Reverend Fathers, in 
hopes ou getting their cauſe laid before an Eccle- 
ſiaſtical court, where they knew they could beſt 
exerciſe their ſubtilties, and avail themſelves of ſe- 
veral pretended immunities, inſiſted that their Bank 

ought to be looked upon as Church property. But 
the King and his Council treated them as they de- 
ſerved, looking upon them as real Traders, and, 
as ſuch, ſubject to the judgment of the ſecular 
Magiſtrates, to whom his Majeſty referred them. 
The Venerable Palafox, in his above mentioned 
Letter to the Pope, complains of this infamous 
fraud in theſe words; * Luget, Sancte Pater, Hiſ- 
palenſis populofiſſima Civitas, complorant Viduæ Bati- 
ce, Pupillæ, Orpbani, deſertæ Virgines, honeſti Sacer- 
dotes, & Seculares, a Religigſis Feſuitis deceptos ſe 
ee inclamando, qui pluſquam quatuor centum millibus 
ducatorum, miſerabilium iſtarum per ſonarum dilapida- 

e E 2 Hs,” 
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* The populous city of Seville weeps: The Widows of 
Andaluſia, the Minors, Orphans, diſtreſſed Virgins, honeſt 
Prieſts, and Seculars, ery out that they have been deceived by 
| the Jeſuits, who, after plundering them of upwards of four 
hundred thouſand Ducats, and ſpending them either for their 
| Own uſes, or at Law, are become Bankrupts. Theſe Fathers 

having, to the great ſcandal: of all Spain,” been accuſed and 

convicted of fraud herein (for Which any but a * 

. | . f would 


L 52 ] des. 
tis, & expenſis in proprios uſus, bonis, foraque ceſſere. 
Ex totius Hiſpaniæ graviſſimo ſcandalo de hac fraude 
Religiofis Feſuitis conventis & convittis, (quod in quo- 
cumque non Religioſo eſſet capitali) ipſis exemptione Ec- 
cigſiaſticos gaudere Ecclęſiæ contendentibus, & conſer- 
vatores alſignantibus, tandem cum ad Regium Caſtelle 
Senatum cauſa fuiſſet delata, deciſum fuit, in ea Feſui- 
+ tas tamquam Laicos coram judicibus Laicts eſſe conve- 
viendos, quia videlicet Laicalia exercent Commercia, 
& negotiationes; & hogie grex ule pauperum ſuas pe- 
cunias, alimenta, dotes, peculia, per ſæcularia Tribu- 
nalia contra Jeſuitas expoſcentes, eoſdem de fraude do- 
lentiſſime incuſant, & infamant. Th | 


How could the Father General, and the other 
Jeſuits, after this, have the aſſurance to ſay to the 
Pope, that they are not conſcious of having been guilty 
of ſuch atrocious crimes 2 For my part, I cannot con- 
ceive how a wiſe man, like the Father General, 
and his prudent Religious, who call themſelves 
men of probity, could poſſibly tell His Holineſs 
fo groſs a lye as this is proved to be by public and 

_ Notorious facts. 5 5 EY 


I know that they alledge in their defence many 
pretences, which if they were but probable, I my- 
ſelf would readily ſuppoſe to be true, and would 
even make uſe of their arguments to defend them, 


eg But 
would be puniſhed with death), inſiſted that, as Eccleſiaſtics, 
they were intitled to the immunities of the Church, and ap- 
pane their own Truſtees : but at length, the Cauſe being 
laid before the Royal Council of Caſtile, it was decided, that 
the Jeſuits, having trafficked and carried on Trade like Lay- 
men, were to be looked upon as Laymen, and, as ſuch, to be 
judged by Lay Judges. This unhappy multitude of ruined 
people now ſue the Jeſuits for their money, their means of 
ſuſtenance, their portions, their patrimonies, in the Szcular 
Courts of juſtice, grievouſly complaining, and branding them 
with the name of fraudulent Bankrupts. | 


| „ x 
But they are ſo very poor and flimſy, that they 
hurt their cauſe, and aggravate their crime, ſerv- 
ing only to make them appear equally ridiculous 
whether they attempt to deny, or to palliate their 
ilt. And indeed, ſerious as this affair really is, 
J could not help laughing when J read what the 
Bollandifts ſay upon this ſubject in the XLIV* 
Diſſertation, & 20, of the Conatus Chronologicusy 


They there flatly aſſert, that it is a vile calumny 
to ſay that the Jeſuits in China are more Mer- 


chants than Preachers. Inſurgerem hoc loco, ſays 
the Writer of the Diſſertation, altius, gravibuſque 


verbis caſtigarem avaritiam, negotia quæſtuoſa, & 


Commercii quoddam genus (ſo that this Jeſuit does 
not condemn all trading) illic exercentium Sacerdo- 
tum, fi neglecto animarum lucro, de quibus fluxas opes 
ſolum captarent, aurum, gemmas, corallia, moſchum, 
faccharum, ut accuſari quoſpiam non ſemel audivi, 
Obſerve how well the old accuſers agree with thoſe 
of our days; with this diffgrence, that the latter 
are evil minded men, according to the Father Ge- 
neral, and the former were poor filly creatures, ac- 
cording to the Author of the Diſſertation, who 
goes on thus. Europeus quidam erat in Chinam 

arte „ Iilapſus 


2 I ſhould here oppoſe more ſtrongly, and with warmer 


words chaſtiſe the avarice, the lucrative traffic, and a certain 
kind of Trade of the Prieſts there, if, neglecting the gain of 
Souls, they acquired only tranſitory wealth, ſuch as gold, 
jewels, corals, muſk, ſugar, as I have often heard ſome of 
them accuſed of doing. OLE» 

f A certain European arrived in China from the iſland of 
Formoſa, | He examined the ports attentively, in which ſeve- 


ral Ships were then loading, and ſaw a vaſt number of Bales, 


boxes, &c. directed For THE Couraxx. They belonged, 
in fact, to our Eaſt India Company: but he, deceived by the 
words of the direction, thought them the Property of the Je- 
ſuits, who, in France, are commonly called t 


ſuits trafficked and carried on a great Trade in China. 


e FATHERS O 
TE ComPany, and upon this he wrote to Rome that the Je- 
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be deen „ quod, per Gallias paſſim Feſuite 


could not, or would not, read beyond the firſt 
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mos portus.  Aderant navigia complura, . majoreſgiz 
onerariæ mercium plenæ. Videt immenſam ommis gene- 
ris ſarcinarum vim SOCIETATI inſcriptam; ſpectabat 
autem ad Societatem Indicam mercatorum noſtratium. 
He. fibi fingere has Teſuitarum ee divitias, dudtus am- 


Patres Societatis appellantur. Neque opus babuit 
9 erguments, ut Romam ſcriberet, Feſuitas in 
inis ſtrenue negotiari, & exercere mercaturam. The 
ſtory is to be ſure, prettily invented; but I think 
it would be rather [a placed in one of Father 
Lagomärſini's infipid jeſt books, than in the Lives 
of the Saints. Of two things one muſt have been 
the caſe: cither they that wrote upon the Bales.no 
other direction than For the Company, were fools ; 
or the European from the iſland of Formoſa, who 


word of che direction, was more ſtupid than they. 


The Jeſuits ſay they, neither do, nor ever did, 
trade in Arnerica, our of a deſire. of merchandiz- 
ing, or of gain; but that all che things they re- 
Eeive krom thence are preſents which the Indians 
make them. This ſpecious pretence is inconſiſtent : 
for it is well known in what miſery the poor Indi- 
ans live under the Jeſuits, who treat them like 
Slaves, as appears by- the Letter of General Gomez 
Freire, written in 1756, in which he ſays: In be 
Country between the rivers Uraguay and Paraguay are 
no teſs than thirty one Settlements, or Diſtrifts, inhabit- 
ed by about ten thouſand Souls, and as rich and fertile 
for the Feſuits, as they poor and barren for the unhap- 
oh RY; 200 are treated like Slaves. Don Bar- 
tholomew Aldonati, Governour of Paraguay, 
writes the ſame to the King of Spain concerning 
that country: ſo that it is not true that the immenſe 
EY , ru ents -- | treaſure 
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treaſure of merchandiſe in which the Jeſuits deal, 
are preſents made them by the poor Indians. 


But the Jeſuits can ſay or unſay with equal eaſe, 


as they have proved on this occaſion: for, in an- 
ſwer to what the two above mentioned Generals 


had written, they aſſured the King of Spain, upon 
* their oath, that they obſerve exattly the orders of their 


General, by which their Miſſionaries are forbid, under 


ſevere penalties, to make the leaſt perſonal advantage of 
any thing belonging to the Hidians, either under pretence 
of receiving charity from them, or of borrowing, or by any 


other means whatever.z being obliged to give an account 
of their behaviour in this 2 * to their Provincial. So 


we read in the Decree of his Catholic Majeſty, 


page 46 of the Milan Edition publiſhed by the 
Jeſuits in 1758, in that printed at Naples in 1744, 
and in that which was printed at Rome by order of 


the Vicar general Father Timoni. 


Since T have mentioned this Decree, pray read it, 
if you have not read it, and you will find, that all 
the inquiries and accounts which the King of Spain 
ordered to be made and taken, were made and 
taken under the direction of, and in concert with 
the Jeſuits, as His Catholic Majeſty, in the Decree 
ſelf, expreſly commanded they ſhould. Here 1 
beg of you to obſerve two things: firſt, the ſingu- 
lar goodneſs, and the greatneſs of Soul of this 


Monarch, who would have the informations be given 
by the Jeſuits themſelves, though they were the 


perſons accuſed : and ſecondly, the admirable'dex- 
terity with which theſe Fathers contrived to have 
it ordered that the informations ſhould be taken 
from themſelves. I leave you to judge of their 
b „ RR oe: 
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5 —.—— exeuſe which the Jeſuits alledge on this 


. occaſion, is, that if they do get ſome ſmall matter 
by their merchandiſe, it is in order to help to de- 


fray the vaſt expence of their poor Profeſſed Houſes, 
which they take care to repreſent as deſtityte even 
of the neceſſaries of life; and to make this be the 
better believed, they have recourſe to an artifice 

not leſs lucrative to thoſe Houſes than their Trade 
elf, By exaggerating, as I have often heard them 


do at Rome, the poverty of their Profeſſed Houſe, 


and ſaying (as indeed they do elſewhere of all the 


others) that it ſubſiſts merely by charitable dona- 
tjons, they have, beſides the profits of their Trade, 


the alms of pious people, which laſt, as I have 
been informed by ſome of the Fathers whoſe bu- 
ſineſs jt is to go about and receive them, and as is 
well known to numbers, and probably to you, 
amount to fifteen or ſixteen thouſand Crowns a 

ear, for the Profeſſed Houſe of Jeſus at Rome. 
Moſt of the Roman Princes, Cardinals, Prelates, 
&c. tax themſelves at ſo much a month, for the 
Jeſuits, as you know. Theſe charitable contribu- 


tions do not conſiſt of a few pence or ſhillings, for 
it is well known that ſome Prelates allow them 
fifty Crawns a month; and I myſelf can make 


oath, that their itinerant collectors of alms have 
refuſed a Paul“ or two, as a trifle unþecoming 
their Order to agcept of. Such is the conflict be- 
tween their poverty and their humility. They cry 


out that they are poor, in order to excite the com- 
paſſion of their devotees, when at the ſame time 


their incomes are greater than thoſe of ſome Sove- 
reigns, and never diminiſh, but increaſe daily, 
Thus, jn the laſt Century, they endeavoured to 
make the Europeans believe, that their Miſfiona- 

Ties 
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ries, or rather their Merchants in America, were \ 


poor ſons of St. Ignatius Loyola, rich only in mi- 


ſery and fatague. But the honeſt pen of the Venera- 


ble Palafox gave them the lye, In his firſt Letter 
to Pope Innocent X. dated the 25th of May 1647, 


| ſpeaking of the riches of the Jeſuits in America, 


he ſays, among other things, that only two of 


their Colleges poſſeſſed two hundred thouſand 


ſheep, beſides a prodigious number of oxen and 
other cattle: that a ſingle Province of only ten 
Colleges had Six Sugar 3 each of which 
brought in a thouſand Crowns a year; and that 


they were, all together, reckoned worth ſome mil- 


lions of Crowns. Adding to this their vaſt tracks 
of other cultivated lands, it has been found, by a 


fair calculation, that every Jeſuit in America had, 
at the time Iam ſpeaking of, vi. the laſt Century, 


2500 Crowns a year, when 100 Crowns would 
have been ſufficient to maintain him very decently. 
In Mexico, they had ſix hundred thouſand wethers, 
beſides other cattle, and lands in proportion. 


= To enlarge upon this matter would be only miſ- 


ſpending time, and wronging your judgment; for 
you know full well how much their revenues and 
riches muſt have increaſed ſince that time. And 


yet they ſtill keep up the ridiculous farce of ſend- 


ing ſome of their Novices every year about the 
ſtreets of Rome, with a knap-ſack over their 
ſhoulders, to proclaim their poverty, and impoſe 
upon the good and charitable, eſpecially the Pre- 


| lacy, ſeveral of whom I have often heard ſay, that 
the Jeſuits are poor; and they really thought ſo, 


and accordingly gave them great charities. - I re- 
member that when the ſtreet round their Church of 
eſus was to be paved, the Pope gave them five 
ungred crownsz and for their general Chapter, 


they 
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they find people who give them hundreds, ay 
thoufands of Crowns a- piece. In ſhort, whenever 
they undertake any new work, they are ſure not 
to'waht money to complete it: their devotees ſup- 
"ply them abundantly, and are in return, ſet down 
in the Liſt of the Company's Benefactors. How 
they will be fet down by God, who is a juſt Judge, 
in the great Book of Judgment, I know not: but 
ſurely they are to blame for encouraging the ava- 
rice of the Jeſuits, and giving to them, who have 
already ſo much more than enough, what would 
ſupport numbers of honeſt families daily periſhing 
for want of help. Perhaps they will fay, that their 
intention Was good, and they knew not the riches 
of the Jeſuits. So Saul, when he perſecuted the 
Church, and blaſphemed the name 1 jon Chriſt, 
meant well, and might have pleaded ignorance, 
though the miracles'of the new Church were alone 
ſufficient to render, him inexcuſable. And have 
not theſe blind devotees equally before their eyes 
the cohtinual miracles of the poverty of the Je- 
ſuits ? Is not that vaſt fabric, that delightful and 
magnificent palace, Ja Ryfinella, built on purpoſe 
for the recreation of the poor ſons of the Company 
of Jeſus, at the expence of upwards of an hundred 
thouſand crowns, a great miracle, in that the Fa- 
thers ſeem not at all the poorer for it?. The pur- 
chaſe of the palace Carolis, adjoining to the Ro- 
man College; the rents they receive from almoſt 
all the Monaſtic orders; their immenſe poſſeſſions 
at Tivoli, Fraſcati, Caſtel-Gandolfo, Albano, and 
in the whole diſtrict of Rome; are not theſe indiſ- 
putable miracles of poverty? Their devotees may 
perhaps ſtill believe them poor and neceſſitous, 
when they ſee them run about all day, like wearied 
hungry pointers, hunting after inheritances : but 
they ought to conſider, that this thirſt after gold 
9 8 2 7 5 18 
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is not in HTO the effect of want, but of 1 | 
neſs. If it had been the effect of want, they would 
long ago have left off hunting for inheritances, 

and — have diſcontinued their mumping cir- 
cuits, from which they have never returned home 
empty handed. However, it muſt be owned that 
they are dexterous people, fince, after going a fool- 


hunting ſo long as they have done, thay ſtill know 
where to ſtart new gue. Rh 


By the way, and 1 believe it may not bo quite 
foreign to our ſubject, I muſt propoſe a doubt 
which occurs to me this moment. Are the Jeſuits, 
Who rake together inheritances and alms, under a 
falſe plea of poverty and other fraudulent pretences, 
are they, I ſay, in your opinion, bound to make 


reſtitution? According to the e r oy found 
nen 1 er 1 are. 
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Aud eſpecially as not one of them has been PIRIE 70 


| bs my in perſon, they have had no room either to 
1 or to defend ng: ey 2 


—— 
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H 18 obfervation i is very . and ens 

at firſt fight, well calculated to ſurprize the 

— into a favourable opinion of the Jeſuits. If 
the Father General had ſaid it only verbally, he 
would have ſhewn more judgment; becauſe words 
_ vaniſh in a moment, oftentimes before reflection 
can take place; and, at the TIT it is but deny- 


ing 
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ing them at laſt. But, God forgive him, how 


could he venture to commit to writing fo. notorious 
a falſhood ? The Memorial will be read over and 
over, and be well weighed, by the Pope and many 


other perfons of good ſenſe, who, ſeeking nothing 


but the truth, will juſtly conclude, that all de- 


| fence is vain where facts ſpeak. That the Jeſuirs 


did rebell, is witneſſed by two armies, in two dif- 
ferent parts of America, Could there be any 
need to confront the parties, when the fact was 
atteſted by ſo many unexceptionable witneſſes? 
That they. have not been Oy confronted, 
is true; but were they not found perſonally, dreſ- 
ſed like Laymen, at the head of the rebels, e 
the parts of Colonels, Captains, and Engineers; 
and can there, after this, be any need of perſonal 

confrontation? It would have been pretty in- 


deed, if the King's Miniſters had prayed theſe 


moſt obedient and moſt humble Religious to be 
pleaſed to lay aſide their military diſtinctions, and 


take a diſn of Chocolate with them in their Cabi- 


nets, and to vouchſafe to be examined whether it 
was they themſelves, or others that reſembled them, 


who were at the head of the Rebels, fortifying 


places and paſſes according to the rules of the Eu- 
ropean Engineers; whether thoſe who ſaw and 
found them among the Rebels only dreamt ſo; or 


whether they were diſciplining the Rebels, and 
making fortifications, with the ſecret upright in- 


tention of putting both the' rebels and the fortifi- 
cations into the hands of the Spaniſh and Portu- 
gueſe troops, thereby to render a ſervice to both 
thoſe Crowns. The Chocolate over, and their an- 


| ſwers heard, the Miniſters could not have done leſs 


than ſend them hame in their coaches, and beg 
pardon for having given them ſo much trouble, as 
well as for having preſumed to interrogate them. 


To be ſerious. It would be new indeed, and 
very extraordinary, to ſtand upon ceremony with 
criminals taken in the very fact, and to think it 
neceſſary to confront them. However if the Fa- 


ther General defires a ſolemn juridical trial, let 


him not grieve, he ſhall have it. About thirty of 
his Religious are already in priſon, as he knows: 
but I am not certain whether he be yet informed 
that a ſhip is arrived from Rio de Janeiro, with 
five more Jeſuits, priſoners, two of them in the 
habit of their Order, and the other three in the 
dreſs they had on when taken in the actual diſ- 
charge of the office of Engineers. I cannot, I 
ſay, tell whether he yet knows this, becauſe they ar- 
rived here but a few days before I received your 
Letter with the Copy of the Memorial. But 
what he cannot be ignorant of, are the Tecruits 
which his Religious are raiſing here, with his con- 
fent, for the ſeveral Provinces of America, inliſt- 
ing to that end young men who have been trained 
up to arms. In like manner, in the laſt war, 
numbers of deſerters were inliſted into the Service 
of the Company, and ſent to Paraguay, diſguiſed 
in the habit of St. Ignatius. Whether they put it 
on of their own accord, without the knowled 

of the Jeſuits, or whether with their knowledge, 
or whether the Superiors of this Order at Rome 
ſent thoſe ruffians to preach our holy Faith in Pa- 
raguay, I leave you to judge. 55-2000 


Beſides, it is well known, and the King himſelf 
knows, what ſort of defence the Jeſuits would 
have made. Certainly it would not have been by 
endeavouring to clear up the truth, but by trying 
all poſſible means to hide it, in order to gain time 

to ſtrengthen their rebellion z which, in fact, was 
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the caſe, when His moſt Faithful Majeſty directed 


Letters to be written to the-Vice-Provincial of the 
Jeſuits in Para and Maragnan, to the end that the 
Governour and Captain general and all His Ma- 


jeſty's other Miniſters. might be able to execute 


their Commiſſion. The | Vice-Provincial, inſtead 


of obeying the King's commands, with the help 


of his nephew Manuel dos Santos; who carried on 


the war by his order, and of the Fathers Antony 
Joſeph a Portugueſe, and Roch Hunderfund a 


German, raiſed a ſedition of the people in the 


- neighbourhood: of the place appointed for the Con- 


ferences, and drove out a Miſſion of Carmelites 
who gave him umbrage, becauſe they behaved 


Their defence would have hen 2 tiſſue of falſe 


recriminations, like thoſe you ſome time 


wrote me word they had diſperſed in Rome, and 
which I afterwards found they had ſent to the other 
Courts of Europe, purporting, that it was intend- 


ed to aboliſh the holy Inquiſition in this Country, 


and that thoſe who oppoſed this deſign were perſe- 
cuted: that our King wanted to grant Liberty of 
Conſcience in his Dominions, and had actually 
permitted a barrack to be turned into a Church for 
the uſe of the Proteſtants; and that he thought of 
marrying our Princeſs to an heretical Prince. Theſe: 
falſe and malicious reports, groundleſs as they 
were, made an impreſſion, eſpecially at Rome, 
where every word that drops from the lips of the 
Jeſuits is looked upon as an Oracle, more than in 
any other part of the world, for reaſons not proper 


to be publiſhed, Orders were ſent from thence to 
the Nuncio reſiding here, directing him to make 
ſtrict inquiry into theſe matters. He did ſo, and, 


m 
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in his anſwer, honeſtly aſſured His Holineſs, that 
all theſe reports were abſolutely falſe and calumni- 
Let then the Father General no longer fay that 
his Religious have not had room to defend them 
ſelves; becauſe that is only ſaying, in other words, 
that they have not had time allowed them to of- 
fend ftill more : nor let him complain of the pub- 
lication of our moſt juſt and true remonſtrances, 
lince the vile calumnies of the Jeſuits are equally 
well known all over Europe. With what face, 
with what conſcience, can the Father General af- 
firm that not one. of his Religious has been ſummoned 
to appear in_perſon.? Would his Reverence have 
had the King order the delinquents to be taken up 
by Conſtables, to be carried to priſon, to be exa- 
mined in form like other criminals, and in caſe they 
had denied the charge and had recourſe to their 
mental reſervations, would he have had them put 
to the rack ? If he could have been ſatisfied with 
the King's admoniſhing the Father General before 
His Majeſty had : recourſe. to the Pope, I would 
tain know in what our Monarch has been wanting 
towards the Jeſuits. Tis they, on the contrary, + 
who have been wanting to truth, by artfully con- 
cealing it in their Memorial to His Horiness: 
For the preſent Father General cannot but know, 
that, when he. was Secretary to the Order, all Let- 
ters written to his predeceſſor Father Centurioni 
paſſed through his hands; nor can he have forgot 
the following one from our King to the ſaid Father 
Centurioni. I will tranſcribe it at full length, be- 
cauſe it proves the preſent. Father General a down- 
right lyar, takes away all ſhadow of excuſe for what 
is paſt, and juſtly accuſes him, and all the Jeſuits of 
theſe Kingdoms, of being obſtinate in their crimes. 
| FATHER 
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FPATTHER GENERAL. OF THE COMs 
PANT OF JESUS: 8 


«JT, TRE KI xo, GREET vou WELL _ 


1 HE great eſteem in which I hold your 
6 . perſon and your virtues, is equal to that 
« with which I received your Letter of the 19th 
« of July of this year: and equal is the diſplea- 
t ſure of having it delivered to me at a time when 
< the guilty ſilence of the Religious Superiors of 
« your Provinces of Portugal and Braſil, who 
c have concealed from you the many grievous 
& <. miſdemeanors and intolerable ſcandals with 
e which thoſe of this laſt Province, deaf to all 
c admonition, have deſolated my Dominions be- 
<« yond ſea,” (from the words of this anſwer it is 
plain that Father Centurioni had written to the 
King, aſſuring His Majeſty that he knew nothing 
of theſe tranſactions, juſt as the preſent Father Ge- 
neral does, and as all the Jeſuits do, when they 
are catched in a crime for which they have no ex- 
cuſe, and which they are determined not to con- 
feſs), no longer permitted me to refrain from 
<« taking ſome ſteps, which will be made known 
© to you, without which my Royal Authority 
e would be greatly prejudiced, and I ſhould be in 
danger of ſeeing irretrievably defeated that un- 
* wearied protection with which I ought to ſuccour 
«© 'my oppreſſed ſubjects, and, among them, particu- 
* larly theſe very Religious of the Company. of Je- 
e ſus, before the dilorders of thoſe who govern thnem 
< in theſe Kingdoms and the realms thereunto be- 
& longing, ſhould utterly ruin, for want of a ſpee- 
« dy remedy, an Order which has done ſo many 
* ſervices to the Church of God, and * 
| _ 
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of my Royal piety, and my devotion towards 
'« the great Saints that have flouriſhed in it, I have 


« always protected, in order to its greater ſpiritual 
« welfare; not only imitating, but even defizing to 


-«« ſurpaſs in benefactions towards it, the exam- 


„ ples.of my Royal and ' glorious Predeceſſors. 


« BuT MY PATERNAL ADMONITIONS, REPEAT= 


«© ED. IN MANY AND MANY SIGNIFICANT 
« ACTS, AND REITERATED SUCCESSIVELY 


«© DURING ALL THE YEARS OF MY REIGN, 


„% HAVE NOT WROUGHT. THE LEAST AMEND= 
« MENT : Wherefore I ſhall now give up my long 
c abuſed pious hopes, and let a juſt and neceſſaty 
« reſentment take their place. Still I truſt in the 
« Divine goodneſs, not only that all theſe ſcandals 


<« will ſoon ceaſe, but that ſuch good examples will 


« enſue, in the room thereof, as will yet afford 
% me much comfort, and give you cauſe to be ſa- 
« tisfied with your Provinces, by the entire reſto- 
“ ration of the primitive obſervances of your 
« pious and holy Inſtitution, in the ſame manner 
<« as it has ſhone ſo many years, to the general edi- 
« fication-and emolument of all the people of theſe 


« Kingdoms.” 7 = 


* Written at Belem, the 8th of October, 1757.” 


Could the loweſt of the Jeſuits write to his Ge - 
neral with more courteſy, regard, and reſpect, or 
with more charity and affection for the Company? 
I will add, my Friend, with great ſincerity, that 
if the piety of our King induces him to expreſs a 
much greater veneration for this Order than it de- 
ſerves, he thereby fhews how truly he deſires to 


bring it back to the right road. | If the Pope ſhould 


ever ſee this Letter, he will be ſenſible how falſely 


the Father General ſays in his Memorial, that as 
3 


not. 
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not one of his Religious bas been ſummoned to appear 
in perſon, they have had no room either to clear or jo 
defend themſelves. This letter from the King, in 
' ſpeaking to the Father General to whom it was 
written and delivered, ſpeaks at the ſame time to 
all and every of the Jeſuits, of whom he is the 

Head. The Father General ſurely could not mean 
by the perſonal appearance which he talks of, either 
- that the King ſhould go in perſon to ſpeak to him, 

or that he ſhould be ſent for to appear in perſon 
before His Majeſty. To have ſummoned he Je- 
ſuits from Paraguay to Liſbon, would have been 
| loſt labour, becauſe they would no more have 
- obeyed on this occaſion, than ſo many of their 
Miſſionaries have obeyed the Pope at other times, 
when they have been ſummoned to Rome. His 
| Holineſs will alſo ſee how falſely it is ſaid in the 
Memorial, that he Jeſuits have had no room either 
to clear or to defend themſelves, ſince, during all the 
years of his reign, our King has repeated his Com- 
plaints in many and many reiterated ſignificant Atis, 

notwithſtanding which the Company neither diſcul- 
pated itſelf, nor amended its manners. But how 

can the Reverend General have the impudence to 

tell the Pope, that he would have given our King 
all due ſatisfaction? If he reads his Memorial over 

again, or remembers it, he cannot but bluſh and 
ſhudder at this expreſſion, as he was born a Gen- 
tleman, before he was made a Jeſuit. 


- 


- 
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REFLECTION xl. 


Aud even if ſome have been guilhy of the ſuppoſed atro- 
_ Cious crimes, they hope that ſo great a guilt is not 
common to all, nor to the major part of them; 
_ though they find themſelves all paint TS in the 
ſame puniſhment. And laſtly, even though all the 
Religious in the Dominions of His Moſt Faithful 
| Majeſty, ſhould, from the firſt of them to the laſt, 

have been guilty, which can hardly be ſuppoſed ; yet 
the much greater number of thoſe «who labour in 
every other part of the world, to promote, to the 
beſt of their poor abilities, the Honour of God, and 
the Salvation of Souls, beg. to be looked upon with 
an che of kindneſs. 


HAT the Father General ſhould not believe 
| all and ſingular of his Religious guilty of 
the crimes they are accuſed of, is very ri ight; nei- 
ther do I believe it, taking theſe words in their 
ſtricteſt ſenſe; nor do I find that our King has 


proceeded, or does proceed againſt them all. It 


is therefore wrong to ſay, that che find themſelves 


all comprebended in the ſame puniſhment. But as to 


the Father General's hoping that the major part of 
them are innocent, he muſt excuſe me if I tell him 
before hand, that no ſuch thing will lieved here, 

and that even he himſelf cannot believe ir. On the 
contrary, it will be proved, that it was impoſſible for 
him not to know that the major part of the Jeſuits 
are accomplices of all the crimes laid to their charge. 
Every one knows that it is an old trick of the Je- 


ſuits, a juggle natural to the Company, to throw 


the blame from one to t other, and afterwards, by 
a ſlight of hand peculiar to themſelves, privately 
to ſupport the delinquent, . and make his cauſe t 
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Cauſe of all. In like manner, if a fault common 


to all the Jeſuits is laid upon a few, and the offen- 
ders, whom they themſelves have already acknow- 


ledged to be ſuch, are attacked, the whole body 


Join in their defence, and, with an unparallel'd 


rage and aſſurance, cry out that the Company is 


inſulted. - We had a proof of this, not long ago, 


occalioned by their Doctrine of Probability, that 
bane of Chriſtian Morality.” Some Biſhops and 
learned Divines having wrote againſt a Jeſuit who 


had publicly maintained that Doctrine, the whole 
body cried out, and demanded ſatisfaction: for the 
injury done, to their reſpectable Company: and 


when, a little after, ſome other Divines oppoſed 
this error, as a peſtilential diſorder with which the 
whole Society was infected, they exclaimed as bit- 


terly as before againſt thoſe who imputed to the 
whole Company the opinion of a few individuals, 


calling them Hars and calumniators. 


3 


Their behaviour was juſt. the ſame in regard to 


8 the Chineſe Rites, againſt which ſo many Bulls and 


Apoſtolical Decrees have been iſſued out, condemn- 


ing them as idolatrous. The. Tranſgreſſors were 


only particular Jeſuits of thoſe Miſſions, ſaid the 
Father General and their ſuperiors; whilſt, at the 
ſame time, Apologies were printing at Rome, and 


all over Italy, for thoſe very Rites, and the Supe- 


riors of the Order not only neither puniſhed the 


authors of them, nor forbid them to write, but, 


on the contrary, rather encouraged and commend- 


ed them, as deſerving ſons of the Society. I will 
tell you a thing that happened to me when I was at 


Rome. I went one morning to breakfaſt with the 


| Biſhop who is Secretary to the College de propagan- 
da. iy 


Whilſt I was there, the Procurator General 
e Jeſuits came to ſpeak to his Lordſhip, and 


8 
«h 


3 TIM 3 
after he was gone, Would you believe; Sit,” 


ſaid the Prelate to me, That theſe holy F athers 


« embroil- half the World, 3 will have every 
« thing done as they pleaſe? If a Jeſuit was to 


e take it into his head to defend the Alcoran, and 


«© to propoſe it as a Rule of Faith, the whole Society 


« would immediately combine to defend him. 
« *Tis what they are now doing with reſpect to 


cc the Chineſe Rites. I cannot conceive what theſe 


«© Fathers are driving at; for they ought to reſt - 


« ſatisfied with knowing that the Holy See has 
* already condemned them ſeveral times, and that 
all the other Catholic Miſſionaries deteſt them, 
as jdolatrous,”-——< If your Lordſhip,” an- 
ſwered I, © ſees them in HGir light, why do you 
« not acquaint His Holineſs therewith, that an 
* end may be put to a diſpute fo very ſcandalous, 
* and highly prejudicial tothe Church? I have, 
< replied the Prelate, now in my poſſeſſion ſuch 
« proofs againſt theſe Fathers, that the Pope 
60 might, in a conſequence thereof, juſtly order them 
“ to be put to death, But J will not ruin myſelf: 
“for if I ſhould ſay but a ſingle word to His Ho- 
“ lineſs, the Jeſuits would perſecute me to death, 
1 and even beyond the grave, | 


Thus, my Friend, are the Jeſuits come to' ſuch 
a daring pitch of boldneſs, that they bite and tear 


every one who does not Oy worſhip whatever 
u 


to refiſt them, or even tq defend himſel 


them. If a man puts pen to paper to attack or re- 
prove a Jeſuit, how wrong- headed or ignorant ſo- 


concerns their Company: not ſuffering an 15 perſon 


ever this laſt may be, woe betide him. An alarm 


is immediately ſounded, the whole body arms, 
declares war, and falls upon the poor aggreſſor. 
He has incenſed the Company, that tranſcendently 
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1 . 
majeſtic Deity ! and has been guilty of a crime 
never to. to be forgiven. Arians, Macedonians, 
Socinians, blaſphemers of the Trinity, are inno- 
cent, compared to him. Hear with what me- 
nacing bombaſt a Father of this righteous. Order 
ſtruts forth againſt one Ceſellius, author of a gen- 
tee] and elegant poem in which ſome of the Jeſuits 
are very. properly taken to taſk for their imperti- 
nence towards ſeveral of the moſt learned and moſt 
reſpectable men in Italy. Hear, I fay, the Jeſuit: 


«„ . , .. . Tu bella movere 


Tot Patribus ſimul, & tantum irritare Senatum - 


Nil metius ? Toto nec corpore contremuiſti, 
Nec coma diriguit, nec vox tibi faucibus hæſit, 
Nec periere inius bracce ;, cum plena furoris 
Carmina ruptares, tot circumſtantibus illic 
Teſtibus? O miſerum, ſi paulo grandior eſſes ! 
Sed tua te macies a magno protegit hoſte. | 
Agnoſce hoc ſaltem, quod dentes perdere tendis, 
Decoquis & vocem. Quos Reges atque Tetrarche 
Confilits adbibent, ſummo & d gnantur honore, 
Quippe movebuntur, fi rana infenſa coaxet, 
Vanaquè limoſo mittal convicia fundo. 5 


This modeſt writer, who ſpeaks in the name of 
the Company, is Father Cordara, whoſe rancorous 
Satires 


. 
* 


Art thou not afraid to declare war againſt ſo many united 
Dia not thy whole 
body tremble, they hair ſtand an end, thy voice faulter, and 
thy bowels writhe within thee, when thou belched'ſt forth thy 
lines, fall of rage, in the preſence of ſo many Witneſſes? 
 Wretch that thou art! Wer't thou but a little worthier of no- 
tice! But thy meanneſs protects thee from the mighty foe. 
Acknowledge this at leaſt, that thou art in danger of loſing 
thy teeth and thy voice. They whom Kings and Princes ad- 

mit into their Councils, and diſtinguiſh with the greateſt ho- 

nours, are not to be moved by the croaking of a jealous frog 


Fathers ? to incenſe ſo great a Senate? 


that utters vain calumnies from its ſlimy pool. 
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Satires gained him ſo much credit among his bro- 
ther Jeſuits, that he was called to Rome, and made 
H iſtoriographer to his Order. You may, perhaps, 
know him, as I did when I was at Rome, and alſo 
Father Lagomarſini, author of certain notes upon 
Cordara's Satires, of which I ſhould be puzzled 
to ſay whether the Poet or his Commentator is 
moſt inſolently ſcurrilous. This humble ſervant 
of God, in a note upon «he lines above quoted, 
has thought proper to lug in a Liſt of the Jeſuit 
Confeſſors of the ſeveral Monarchs and Princes of 
Europe, purpoſely to illuſtrate the truly heroical 
moderation of the Jeſuits, in that they, who are 
ſo reſpectable and powerful, who are the Confeſſors 
and Counſellors of Kings, did not cauſe. Ceſellius 
to be piſtol'd, or his bones to be broken, to pu- 
niſh the andaciouſneſs of a man like him, born of 
the very dregs of the people, ſays Lagomarſini. 
Yet you, my Friend, know, and the Jeſuits know 
too, that the perſon they thus abuſe was one of the 
moſt conſiderable Gentlemen in Florence. He is 
now dead; and if Father Lagomarſini has a mind 
to reprint the Satires and notes, I would adviſe him to, 
throw a little more dirt at Ceſellius, in order to fill up 
the chaſm in his Liſt of the Confeſſors and Coun- 
ſellors of Kings, which has been ſomewhat redu- 
ced of late; thanks to the piety of the Kings of 
Spain and Portugal, who have taken away that 
holy Miniſtry from men who abuſed it. 


But to return to our ſubject. How can the Fa- 
ther General pretend to make the Portugueſe and 
Spaniards believe that the major part of the Jeſuits 
have not been concerned in theſe crimes, when the 
correſpondence of the Jeſuits of Paraguay and. 
Maragnan with thoſe of Europe is authentically 
proved? Their invading ſo many Settlements 

99 8 . could 
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— not have remained 2 profound ſecret for fo 
long a time, if the Jefuits of America had not 
correſponded with their. brethrem at the Courts of 
Portugal, Spain, and Rome, and inſtructed . 
what to ſay to the Princes they had acceſs to, in 
order to conceal their incroachments. ber 
could thoſe in Europe have protected at theſe 
Courts the Miniſters and Biſhops, their Friends, 
ſent into America, but by receiving from them 
accounts which were falſe, but fayourable to them, 
Nor could they, on the other hand, have perſecu- 
ted, and brought into diſgrace with their Sovereigns, 
the Governors and Prelates who, in the nts 
they ſent over, ſaid the leaſt thing againſt the 
Company, though much leſs than what was really 

true. Of this you may find a thouſand Þroofs in 
the accounts of theſe tranſactions printeg and re- 
printed in Italy laſt year: and I wauld have you 
read alſo the Decree of His Catholic . Majeſty, 
printed at Milan, though favourable to the Jeſuirs, 
You will there ſee, if you obſerve it. well, that ſo 
many informations as have been ſent to the Court 
of Spain, all contrary to the truth; the ſending 
to America ſo many Miniſters, all friends to the 
Jeſuits; and the ſtifling of ſo many complaints 
and accuſations againſt. them, are things which 
could not happen without a conſtant ſecret corre- 
ſpondence between the Fathers j in America and thoſe 
in Europe, as I hope to ſhew. ſtill more plainly, 


and indeed eo 3 com in the s of this Et 
ter „ | : 


This correſpondence has "7-4 already 3 
ſtrated with regard to their merchandizing. I have 


pro you a Copy of a Bill of Exchange drawn 
y Father Cabral, of the Houſe of Jeſus a at Rome, 


Ys Lilbon. THe. ſame PEGS Houſe gives 
| | the 


the fame fort of Bills upon all the other trading 
places of Europe, to which the Jeſuits deal for 
| och quantities of metchandiſe as would be tedious 
ro enumerate. I ſhall only ſay, that, in the month 
of July, this year, two hundred and fifty thouſand 
nds of Vanilla were fent from Cadiz to Father 
Cell a Jeſuit at Genoa, by the Swediſh ſhip the 
Liberty; and, in March laſt, the ſame Father 
ſhipped on board the veſſel of which James Biſſo 
was Maſter, bound for Rome, ſeveral barrels of 
Cacao, five Cheſts of Sugar, and other goods; 
and, in July, he likewiſe ſhipped on board a Veſ- 
ſel commanded by one Pozzoloni, thirteen Cheſts 
of Sugar, two of China-ware, two of Vanilla, 
and ſeveral other ſorts of Merchandiſe, as appears 


* Tz * 


by the books of the Cuſtom- houſe of Genoa. 


Since I have mentioned Father Celſi, who car» 
ries on Trade at Genoa as a Merchant, I will add, 
that his buſineſs is ſo. great that he is obliged to 
have ſeveral Clerks, who are Laymen: of this 
number were John Baptiſt Vela, and Philip Oliva, 

both living, and heretofore in the ſervice of Fa- 
ther Tambini. His preſent Clerks are Joſeph Rue 
nante and John Fina. They can witneſs whether 
the Houſe of their Maſters was not one of the 
moſt flouriſning in Genoa, though it has ſuffered 
ſince by the failure of ſome of its principal Corre- 
ſpondence, occaſioned by the late earthquake at 

Liſbon. However, theſe trading Fathers leave 
nothing undone to repair this check. They con- 

tinue a great Trade to Naples, though ſomewhat 
more priyately than before; nor do they circulate 
their Bills of Exchange ſo publicly as they uſed to 

do. But as the Roman College has an Eſtate of 
petween thirty and forty thouſand Ducats a year 
in that Kingdom, they draw upon Naples for their 


as 
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rents, 'and gain by the Exchange. Their Neapo- 
litan Religious too, carry on a great Trade in all 
forts of things of the growth of the country they 
reſide in, which they buy up, and ſell again as the 
produce of their own lands. They alſo borrow 
money at a low intereſt, and lend it at an higher; 

ſaying, when they borrow it, that they do it in or- 
der to avoid the diſagreeable neceſſity of ſelling 
their crops for leſs than they are worth. They 
likewiſe ſell an immenſe quantity of Chocolate, 
and other ſuch things, which, not being thorough- 
ly acquainted with them, I ſhall not take the trou- 
ble to enumerate. | WEL, 


In France, they are more circumſpect, becauſe 
they know they are more watched, by people 
whom they call evil- minded, and Janſenifts. But 
notwithſtanding that, I know with certainty that 
Father Saci, Procurator General of the Profeſſed 
Houſe in the ſtreet called St. Antony's, in Paris, 
has a public office, or Counting-houſe, where he 
keeps large ſums of money, out of which he 
pays Bills of Exchange drawn upon him by Father 
La Vallette, Procurator General of the Miſſions, 
who reſides. at Fort St, Pierre in Martinico, for 
Coffee, Sugar, Cotton, Indigo, and other Mer- 
chandiſe, which this Father buys there, and ſends 
to France and other parts of Europe. This ſame 
Father La Vallette, by reaſon of the vaſt extent 
of his Trade, was obliged to make uſe of other 
Merchants, of which number were Lioncy and 
Gouffres at Marſeilles, at the time of whoſe fai - 
lure there were Bills upon them, drawn by this 
Father, partly in his own name, and partly in that 
Cartier and Lioncy, for two millions of Livres: 
and a ſhip belonging to theſe Fathers, which .- 
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| ed the Engliſh, brought bills for two Millions 
more. 5 W ie 


Thus you ſee that the Jeſuits in Europe lend a 2 
helping hand to their brethren in America; to — 
whom I ſhall alſo add thoſe in Aſia, becauſe they | 
give bills upon every part of the world. The Fa- 
ther General, might therefore, for his honour, - 
have refrained from inſerting in his Memorial what 
every one muſt know to be evidently falſe, when” 
he ſays, they are not conſcious of having been guilty o 
fuch atrocious crimes, and that it can hardly be ſuppoſed . 
that all the Religious in the Dominions of His Maſt „ 
Faithful Majeſty are guilt x. 1 5 


Perhaps the Father General meant to apply this 
only to the few months of his being at the head of 
his Order: but, as he ſpeaks in the name of the 
whole Company, he ſhould have caſt his eye back up-' 
on the government of his predeceſſors ; for he would 
then have ſeen, that the greateſt and moſt notorious” 
crimes of his Religious did come to the knowledge of 
the Generals and Aſſiſtants, who never puniſhed, bu, 
on the contrary, abetted and defended them to the ut- 
moſt of their power. All this appears from many 

things which I have already ſaid in this Letter, 
and will appear from many others which I ſhall 
ſay before I end it. The exceſſes committed in 
the Miſſions of the Eaſt have been, for man) 
years, protected, and readily ſupported at Rome 
by the Superiors of the Company, as is moſt evi- 
dently atteſted by the Decree of Innocent XIII. 
concerning the Chineſe Rites. In the Miſſions of 
the Weſt, before a Biſhop, or a Governor could 
arrive at his Biſhopric or Government, the Fathers 
were already informed, not only of his character, 
opinions, and maxims, but alſo of the moſt pro- 


per 
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per Mead to bring him over to their party, either 
by flattery, or by terror: and this intelligence they 
had from their brethren in Europe. If the Ameri- 
cal Fathers found that neither money, promiſes, 
nor threats would avail, they were ſure to endea- 
vour to vilify them in the eyes of the public, and 
to raiſe ſome ſcandalous report againſt them, or, 
if they could, ſome popular tumult, which might 
give them a handle to complain to the Prince they 
longed to. Then the Father Confeſſors, previ- 
ouſly Latest by their brethren abroad, ſer their 
engines to work, and gave the finiſhing blow to 
the poor Governors, Biſhops, Apoſtolical Legates, 
or Viſitors: and if theſe laſt, to juſtify themſelves, 
accuſed the Jeſuits, they and their families were 
undone for ever. We have a dreadful proof of 
this in the unfortunate Anteguada Viceroi of Peru, 
who, for zealoufly and faithfully acquainting His 
Catholic Majeſty with thoſe very diſorders which 
Providente has ſince been pleaſed to manifeſt, 
was perfecuted by the Jeſuits with ſuch unrelenting 
cruelty, that he was at laſt executed as a Criminal 
in the city of Lima. Vou have now in Rome 
many perſons who were eye-witneſſes of this fact, 
men worthy of belief, and diftinguiſhed in their 
_ - ſeveral Orders, ſome of whom: ſuffered great- 
ly, fot ſhewing ſome ſigns of Chriſtian pity when 
they ſaw the innocent Vice-roy thus inhumanly 
treated. The Proceſs ſince his death has ſhewn 
how falſe were the calumnies againſt him, and who 
were the authors of them. At this very time, a 
deed as atrocious, and perhaps ſtill more ſhock- 
ing, is perpetrating in the Philippine Iſlands, as 
you may learn in the College de propaganda. Bur 
why do I thus loſe time, and make you loſe it too, in 
dwelling upon things notoriouſly. known to all the 
world, and particularly at Rome, where the pro- 
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ceedings of theſe Fathers have been talked of theſe 
two hundred: years, 'though-they have never been 
rightly known, or people have not choſen to ſeein 
to know them? What aſtoniſnies me, and what 1 
cannot conceive, is, that there can be men 
will betray their conſciences, ſacrifice their ſouls, 
ns forfeit their, ps Fran 40 Roy the Ta, 


1 he Fecher General next. proceeds to o beg, that 
the much greater number of thoſe who. labour in 
other part of the world, to promote, to the beft of their 
poor abilities, © ts honour of God, and the Sabvatian 
of Souls, may be looked upon with an oye of Kkindueſs. 
He had better hot have touched this ſtring. | TO 
many boeks are in the hands of every one, in 
which we find an exact calculation of the good, 
and of the evil, which the Jeſuits have done to 
the Church of God; and whoever is not wil⸗ 
fully blind and obſtinate muſt ſee, to the greateſt 
degree of conviction, that the good they have 
done is only ſuperficial and ſeemingly ſuch, hut 
that the evil is real, ſeverely felt, and very great. 

If I was to quote to you all the authors who have 
demenſtrated this truth, and whom neither the 
Jeſuits nor their partizans have been able to re- 
fute, I ſhould' make a large Volume. But all 
theſe authorities are loſt to the blind; and thoſe 
who ſee clearly, do not want them. However. to 
take ſome little notice of this article, the Father Ge- 
neral ſhould have conſidered what the Religious of 
his Order have really done for the honour f God, 
and the Salvation of the Souls $ racy of ee 

| Hereties, or Catholics. | 


With pas to the Infidels eater ewe 
Xavier (of whom it may be doubted whether ke 
ee A 


„ 
few Miſſionaries of his Order who have been, I do 
not ſay Saints, but endowed with the Spirit of 
Chriſt. On the other hand, he will find great 
numbers who was only * not aimed at propa- 

ing the Faith, but, on the contrary, have op- 
wry it, and encouraged Idolatry, mixed with 
the holy Goſpel. China, Tunkin, Cochin-china, 
Malabar, and ſeveral other places, in which they 
have been guilty, of the moſt horrid ſcandals, wit- 
_ neſs this truth. The moſt venerable Biſhops have 
been treated there with ſuch indignity to their ſa- 
cred character, as could not be believed, if the 
facts were not atteſted by indiſputable . witneſſes. 
The ſame has happened in Mexico, Paraguay, the 
kingdom of the Mogol, and the Philippine Iflands. 


I ſay nothing of the Miſſion of Japan, obtained 
by the poor Franciſcans at the price of ſo much 
of their blood; and irretrievably loſt by the cove- 
tous deſires of the Jeſuits, who, till the year 
1597," made merchandizing their object there, as 
is related by Francis Carletti in his account of the 
8 printed at Florence in 1701, where, 
O. I. p. 98. ſpeaking: of the city of Macao, he 
ſays; * there are likewiſe here Religious of the 
4 Company of Jeſus, who have a Church, which 
„ they call their College, and in which are many 
«© Prieſts and Lay-brothers. Some of theſe laſt 
cc ſlip privately over to the Continent, and others 
t to Japan, where they are ſuffered to trade, in 
«the ſame manner as the Portugueſe,” The Fa- 
ther General ought not to look upon this author as 


evil-minded, ſince he is neither an Eccleſiaſtic nor : 


a Religious, but a Merchant, and a Layman, who 
ſaid five months in Japan, in that ſame year 1597, 
after the perſecution began againſt the Chriſtians; 
who were then thought to amount to n of 
925 | three 
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three hundred thouſand ſouls, twenty five or thirty 
| thouſand-being baptized every year, as the ſame 
Carletti informs us, p. 37. He, I fay, can, ſurely, 
not be called evil- minded, ſince he ſays all the good 
he can of the Jeſuits, and implicitly adopts their 
maxims; adding, that they trade out of neceſſity, 
as he had been informed by their Viſitor Father 
Alexander Valignani. The poor man believed it, 
and therefore wrote it; but, not to hazard his own 
veracity, he mentions that Father as his authority. 


This plain and honeſt writer tells us (p. 30 and 
51) that the Jeſuits were the people who ſowed 
diſcord and confuſion in this Miſſion, as they do 
every where elſe. After having related, that, in 
the year 1593, certain Religious of the Order 
of St. Francis came from the Philippine Iſlands, 
and began to preach and baptize in the city of Ma- 

cao, the capital of the whole country, he adds: 
that other Religious of the ſame Order coming 
<« afterwards from the ſame place, with a like de- = 


«© fire to propagate; their holy Religion throughout = 
“the whole Empire, began to preach with greater "= 
« fervor than was perhaps prudent at that time, 
* and were followed by vaſt crowds, who ran to 
<« hear theſe new Miniſters, and their ſacred My- k 
s ſteries, which they all celebrated with great q 
charity and devotion, though they were forbid © 
« ſo to do under pain of Excommunication.”* 
Here you may perhaps imagine that this Excom- 
munication was thundred out by the idolatrous 
Prieſts of the Japoneſe. No, my Friend; the 
. Catholic Biſhop, who was of the Company of Feſus, 
pronounced it againſt theſe Franciſcan Fathers, by virtue 
c a Brief of Pope Gregory XIII. in favour ef the 
Jeſuits. Judge by this how cautious the See of 
Rome ought to be of making Jeſuits Biſhops, _ 
8 Tis 1 
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 Gally for foreign Miſſions. The Franciſcans al- 
:ledged a poſterior Brief of Sixtus V. impowering 
them to preach: all over the world, becauſe the 
whole world was the Miſſion which Chriſt allotted 
to his Diſciples. From hence aroſe the diſſentions 
between theſe two Orders, which every one is ac- 
ſ0ͤ ò V REI nt rt Þ 


Tou will find, by the way, in this place of Car- 
letti, that the Martyrs of Japan, ſo much boaſted 
of by the Jeſuits, were three domeſtics belonging 
to the Houſe in which the Franciſcans lived; that 
they were Japoneſe by birth, and Lay men; that 
they were condemned as accomplices with the ſaid 
Franciſcans, and that they put on the habit of the 
Jeſuits when they were going to be crucified (p. 
56). Theſe Fathers, as Carletti will farther inform 
you, were put to death for telling the Emperor a 
'Lye, perhaps with a good intention, in affirming 
that the merchandiſe found on board a Spaniſh ſhip 
which that Monarch had ſeized unjuſtly, belonged 
to their Order. They hoped thereby to render a 
ſervice to the lawful owners of the goods, but, un- 
fortunately,” gave ſuch ſcandal to the Infidels, that 
the Emperor, highly incenſed, cried out; What ! 
| do theſe Religious who. have fo often told us of their 
poverty, now Jay that the Cargo of. this Ship belongs 
to them? Certainly I believe they "muſt be bad men, 
"falſe, and lyars. Tis true he afterwards added 
| - alſo, their having preached the Faith contrary to 
| . his command: but that they had done for ſome 
1 time, and he knew it, and either tolerated it, or 
ſeemed not to know it; ſo that the firſt and chief 
FB reaſon of their being condemned, was their affert- 
F ing that the above-mentioned merchandiſe belong- 
dd to them , Sy, 
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The Jeſuits give the very ſame ſcandal now, by 

pretending to be poor, begging from door to door, 
praying for aſſiſtance, collecting great alms, en- 
trapping inheritances, and, with all theſe riches, 
carrying on a prodigious trade. But in this their 
ſcandal is widely different from that of the Franciſ- 
cans. Theſe laſt ſcandalized the Japaneſe by pre- 

| tending to be rich when they were really poor: 1 
whereas the Jeſuits ſcandalize the world by pretend- S 
ing to be poor when they are in reality immenſely 
rich; and they have this farther advantage on their __ 
ſide, that their riches do not ſcandalize the inhabi- 1 
tants of Rome. The ſentence againſt the good 1 
Fathers in Japan was executed three or four months * 
before Carletti's arrival in that country, by faſten- 
ing them to a croſs, and then piercing them through 
4585 ſpears, run into each ſide and out at the = 


Jo return to the Jeſuits; I ſhall not ſay any 

thing of their proceedings in Canada againſt the A 
Reformed. Fathers, in Pondicheri and Tunkin 7 
againſt the Capucines, in Siam againſt thoſe of tile 
foreign Miſſions, every where againſt the Domi- 
nicans, in Europe againſt the Apoſtolical Vicars, | 
and particularly in England againſt the Biſhop of * 
Chalcedon; referring myſelf on this ſubject to the a 
great and holy book of Peteus Aurelius, which 
the Jeſuits have perſecuted ſo much, and tried 
every ſtratagem to get condemned, but in vain. 
Who but they could have been capable of cauſing 
the almoſt entire ruin of the once flouriſhing Miſ- 
ſion of Holland, inſomuch that the States have 

been obliged to forbid them ever to come within 
their territories? Juſtly it 1 5 Baron Nefteſura- 
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noi, a Muſcovite, ſays of them in his Hiſtorical 
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Memoirs printed at Amſterdam in 1725; They 
“ infinuate themſelves every where, if there be 
<« but the leaſt proſpect of gain. —They are capa- 
e ble of cauſing the greateſt diſorders in any State, 


and therefore ought to be abhorred by every pi- 


<« ous and prudent man.” They have done both 
theſe things in the Dominions of His Moſt Faith- 
ful Majeſty, and are doing the fame in other 
places. They want to domineer every where and 


upon all occaſions, and to enrich themſelves at an 


rate. Woe to him who oppoſes them, who does 


not ſervilely follow their maxims, and blindly ſe- 


cond their deſires. I call to witneſs all the Religi- 
ous Orders, the Prieſts of the Miſſions, the Apoſ- 


. tolical Vicars, the Legates of the Holy See, the 


Congregation de Propaganda, and the Popes them- 


ſelves. - All theſe unanimouſly agree, that the 


greateſt obſtacle to the progreſs and eſtabliſhment 
of the Goſpel proceeds from thoſe Fathers, and 
that Chriſtianity would now have been in a more 
flouriſhing ſtate in. China, than in any other coun- 
try, if the Jeſuits had never entered into that King- 


dom. Theſe, my Friend, are the great ſervices 


- which they have done the Church with reſpect to 
Infidels. . . 


5 Next wick regard to Heretics, the Father Gene- 
ral may juſtly boaſt ſome of the works of his Fathers 
who have oppoſed the progreſs of Hereſy : but it 


is not leſs true, that others of them have favoured 
it in their writings. His Father Petavius, one of 


the greateſt. men of his age, and the moſt learned 


Theologian of the Company, for ſhewing that the 
Fathers who lived before the Council of Nice were 


of 
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'of a different opinion: from that firſt General Coun- 
cil, concerning the Trinity, has been ranked by the 


Socinians among their partizans, and Chriſtopher 


Sandius has been placed in their Library. Father 
_ Hardouin, famous for his erudition, but exceſs. 
ſively chimerica] and extravagant in his ideas, 


has taught, in his Commentary upon the New | 


Teſtament, that there is no eterna] generation in 
God; that the Father has not always been Father, 
nor the Son always Son; that the Word is one 
thing, and the Son another; that it was the Incar- 


nation which made the Word, Son; and that if 


the Word had not been incarnate, there would 
have been neither Father nor Son in the Trinity; 


with other ſimilar propoſitions, 1 do not ſay bly” | 


erroneous and condemned, but heretical. In re- 


gard to other points of our holy Faith, he advan- 


ces that the works of the Fathers, and? the Canons 
of the moſt. reſpectable Councils are impoſtures; 
that the Church has no authentic Text of the Bi- 
ble, except the Vulgate; and e other ſuch 
like abſurdities. 


The F achey General knows that all theſe egre- 


gious errors have been revived by his Father Ber- 


ruyer, in his Hiſtory of the People of God; and 
that they have been anathematized by Benedict XIV. 
He alſo knows how ſtrenuouſly his Sons defend 


them, and how ſtrongly they recommend the read- 


ing of this work, to the great ſatisfaction of He- 
retics. He knows that they have taken care to 
have this Book printed, and that they not only 
have tranſlated it, with the addition of an Apology 
for the errors it contains, but that they diſtribute 
it to their devotees, and introduce it into the Cloiſ- 
ters of Nuns. He knows, that Father. Forreſter, 


who, Iam told, is {till at Rome, after having ” 


NF 


. = Py 


L 841 
ed the condemnation of this book at Paris, now 
defends it in converſation, even in the preſence 
of Cardinals; and that Father Lombardi was, 
lately, fo audacious as to ſay, in the very anti- 
chamber of the late Pope, I am a Theolagian too, 
and I do not find any error in Father Berruyer's boot. 
Perhaps he alſo knows, that Father Centurioni has 
had the aſſurance to propoſe this Hiſtory, fince its 
being prohibited, as a ſpiritual book, to one of the 
frſt Cardinals of the hely Office. I ſay no more, 
not to repeat things which are already known, and 
which ſeveral very learned and pious Divines have 
taken notice of thouſands of times. . 5 


Beſides all theſe motives, which hinder Heretics 
from embracing our Religion; other very weighty 
ones are, the reſtleſs and turbulent temper of the 
Jeſuits; their inſatiable deſire of aggrandizing 
themſelves; their meddling with the affairs of 
Sovereigns; their teaching in feveral books, 
(which they print, and reprint, and exalt to the 
very Skies), as in that juſt now publiſhed by 
their Father Buſembaum, that it is lawful to con- 
ſpire againſt the life of whoever hurts, or intends 
to hurt us, even Sovereigns not excepted ; their 
having been ſo often accuſed of being concerned 

in Conſpiracies, as in that againſt the Life of 
Queen Elizabeth of England, the Gunpowder- 
plot in the reign of James I. the Parricide of 
Henry IV. King of France, and many others. 
The preſent Rebellion in America likewiſe gives 
no ſmall ſcandal to the Proteſtants, when they ſee, 
that thoſe whom we Catholics hold in the higheſt 
. veneration, and look upon as the moſt pious, the 

moſt devout, and the moſt able Teachers of our 

Religion, who are ſo much liſtened. to, reſpected, 

and ſupported at Rome, are publicly guilty or 

; : tuck 
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ſuch exceſſes. Nor are they leſs alienated from the 
Catholic Religion, when they ſee the Jeſuits ſo 
determinedly dent upon their temporal intereſts, 
preferring gain to every other thing. Many are 
the printed proceſſes againſt them, for acquiſitions 
which they have unjuſtly made by violence, acts 
of malice, and cabals, to ſatisfy their ſordid ava- 
rice; beſides the well known Trade ſpoken of 
before; all which things are briefly ſummed up by 
the above-mentioned Muſcovite Baron. I ſay no- 
thing yet of the flagrant proofs of their vindictive 
ſpirit, which is one of the prevailing vices of the 
Company, nor of many other things which ſcan- 
dalize the C atholics as much as they do Heretics. 


Having thus ſeen ok at ſervices the ae have 
done the Church with reſpect to Infidels and He- 
retics, let us next inquire what benefit they have 
been of to Catholics. And here I cannot but 
wonder that the Father General, when he boaſts 
of the labours' of his Religious, ſhould not have 
conſidered: a little the infinite miſchiefs they have 
done to the Church of God. It is with the utmoſt 
reluctance that I enter upon this ſubject; but the 
diſorders of theſe Fathers are fo very numerous, 
ſo exceſſively enormous, and ſo publicly ſcanda- 
lous, that they cannot poſſibly be diſſembled, glof. 
ſed over, or hid with the cloak of Chriſtian _ : 
ty. Every one knows, that all the troubles, tu- 
mults, and diſſentions which have deſolated the 
Church for theſe laſt two hundred years, have 
ariſen from the Jeſuits; ſo that the famous predic- 
tion of rhe Sorbonne, when that College ſaid of 
the Company at its Grſt inſtitution, that it was 
ordained, non ad edificandum, ſed ad deſtruendum, 
not to fo d 1p, Pa: to deſtroy, is too well Wet 1 
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The Hiſtories of the subtil of Trent eben 
us how many, and what, difficulties the Jeſuits 
raiſed in that reſpectable Aſſembly, till the Prelates 

of which it was compoſed were forced to order 
them to be driven out. Soon after aroſe, by 
means of the Book of their Father Molina, thoſe 
violent diſputes concerning Grace, and thoſe hor- 


rid diſturbances which ſtruck the Holy See, and 


the whole Catholic Church, with infinite conſter- 


nation. The Sovereign Pontifs Clement VIII. 


and Paul V. with a truly paſtoral anxiety, under- 
rook to examine the new Doctrine of the Jeſuits, 


and, to that end, held near eighty Congregations, 
compoſed of the greateſt Theologians of the age. 


Truth began to lift up her head, "and the condem- 
nation of the new errors concerning Grace was 


going to be publiſhed. But what did the Jeſuits 


not attempt, what did they not do, to ſtop the 


thunders of the Vatican, or at leaſt to elude their 


force, in caſe they ſhould nat be able to ſucceed in 


the arduous taſk of diverting the impending 
ſtorm? I ſhall only ſay, that 


ey went ſo far as 
to corrupt the text of the great St. Auguſtin, in 


a new Edition of his Works, and then quoted the 
_ falſified paſſages to the Supreme Paſtor, at the 


fame time writing menacing libels againſt him, and 
inſolently pretending to ſhew, from their Cardinal 
Bellarmine, even fo the Pope himſelf, that His 
Holineſs was not a ſound Divine; thereby ſetting 
aſide the infallibility and force of che Papal Deci- 


ſions, not indeed with reſpect to the promiſes of 
Chriſt, and the Chair of St. Peter, but as to the 


knowledge of the Popes in matters of Divinity: 


and at laſt they carried their inſolence and iniquity 


to ſuch an height, as to make it a ſubject of pub- 
lic giſpute, whether Clement VIII. was truly and 
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lawfully Pope; and, with this ſpirit it was, that, 


on the 22d of June, - 1707, Father Porquet main- 


tained the two following propoſitions in the pre- 
ſence of the Cardinal of Tournon. 


ok T be Pope cannot decide al 2 the 


4 e amn China, 


21 be Popes in the. Church « cannot 2 40s 
what is an aol. 


as Proc r theſs 1 of the Je- 
ſuits are to tne Catholic Church of Chriſt, 


For the fake of brevity, I paſs over an infinite 
| So of equally daring attempts of theſe Reve- 
rend Fathers, and proceed to facts of later date. Here 
I ſee the Jeſuit Benzi take it into his head to render 
his name immortal: but finding he could accom- 
pliſn it either by his Sanctity, or by any literary 
performance, he had recourſe to a new and extra- 
prdinary invention of relaxed morality, pretend- 
ing to remove that ſtrict modeſty upon which the 
: Spouſes of Chriſt have always ſet ſo great a value, 


and to eaſe their ſcruples in regard to great offences 
againſt their virgin modeſty, by declaring, with a 

magiſterial tone, and the air of an authorized le- 
gillator, that, to touch the cheeks or breaſt of a 


Nun, is not an immodeſt action, but only ſub-im- 
modeſt. Benedict XIV. condemned the ſcandalous 
Diſſertation of this moſt modeſt Caſuiſt, together 


” with, all the books he had written, or ever ſhould” 


write in favour of the ſaid Diſſertation or. Doctrine. 
But what followed? No you imagine that the Je- 
- ſuits, complying with the precept and command of 
the Head of the Church, united in condemnin 


72 and — the pernicious morality of their brother 
G 


4 teacher? 


a, 


abſolute comtempt of the Roman 
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© xeacher? No, Sir. Father Benzi ſays it is. not an 
 jmmodeft action, nor a great fault, and therefore 


he muſt be right, notwithſtanding the ſolemn 


_ condemnation of Benedict XIV. Accordingly, 


ſince the Pontifical ſentence of condemnation, Fa- 
ther Turanj, Theologian of the Penitentiary, and 
who, as ſuch, is in the ſervice of the Holy See, 
has thought proper to publiſh a work, to which he 
has put his name, wherein he defends his brother 
Benzi, ſword in hand. Other Jeſuits, in diffe- 
rent places, have done the ſame; and with what 
earneſtneſs, what heat! Nay, that the whole 
world may know which are the works of the 
Company, and which the Jeſuits themſelves hold 
in the higheſt eſteem, they have reprinted all theſe 
moſt ſhameful ſcribblings, under the pompous 
title of Opuſcula vere aurea, Truly row Works, in 
Pontif. Theſe, 
theſe, my Friend, are the ſervices which the Com- 


# 


pany has done to the Catholic Church, 


It is true that, to ſuch as conſider only the outſide 
of things, which is the caſe of the Vulgar, the 
Jeſuits may ſeem to labour hard for the benefit of 
the Church. The magnificent ſervices in their 
Churches, their aſſiſting in Confeſſions, general 
Communions, Sermons, Miffions, Schools, ſpiri- 
tual Exerciſes, and other ſuch like things, may 
ſtrike the people. I own it, Sir: but he who con- 


ſiders things with a more attentive eye, and exa- 
mines beyond their bare appearances, muſt 


ſoon ſee that all this is but a ſhew of zeal, and, in 


reality, only a means which the Jeſuits think pro- 


per to make uſe of in order to compaſs their ends, 


and promote their intereſts. I could inſtance num- 


bers of pretty ſtories, to prove what I now fay : 


but I ſhall content myſelf with only one ſhort argu- 


ment, 


| 
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ment, which I think ſufficient to convince even 
the blindeſt and moſt mercenary partizans of the 
Society. Tis this: If the Jeſuits were actuated 
by a true zeal, they ought to wiſh fo fee the la- 
bourers multiply in the Vineyard of the Lord, and 
be pleaſed at their ſharing the culture and fatigue. 
The greater their number, the greater ſhould rheir 
ſatisfaction be. Now it is very certain, that theſe 
alous Fathers lay down as a rule, from which 
they never deviate, and which is, in fact, a part 
of their ſyſtem, ſtrongly to oppoſe every ſort of 
pious works that are not done either by themſelves, ' 
or under their direction. For this it is that they 
have perſecuted every Religious Order, every Con- 
gregation, every Inſtitution, and even every Indi- 
vidual that has given them the leaſt umbrage, ei- 
ther in Miffions, Confeſſions, or Schools, inſo- 
much as to endeavour utterly to deftroy them. I 
could prove this by numbers of examples ; but 
ſhall only remind you of the deſtruction of that 
moſt uſeful Inftitution called tbe Holy Infancy; the 
account of which you will not be able to read with» 
out ſhedding tears, „„ | 
Thus all the great ſervices they boaſt of having 
done the Church, vaniſh, and are reduced to mere 
appearances. gs the want of ſolid reality which 
makes them maghify and cry up fo e as 
they do, in their Accounts and Hiſtories, the 
proweſſes and labours of their Company, to make 
the world conceive a mighty opinion of them, as 
if they alone were able to affiſt the Church, 1 
will give you an unanſwerable proof, to which the 
Jeſuits muſt ſubmit, for they themſelves furniſh 
it. It is in their Imago primi ſæculi, Piflure of the 
firſt Age, Sc. p. 376. where they relate how, in 
1640, they celebrated the Prayers of forty hours 


an - 
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in their Church of Jeſus at Rome, the three laſt 
Days of the Carnival; not at their own expence, 
but at that of a Brotherhood formed by them in 
that Profeſſed houſe, under the title of the Aſ- 
ſumption of our Lady. The Feſtival was in ho- 
nour of the holy Sacrament, and coſt nine thou- 
ſand florins. Hear their own modeſt and pious 
deſcription of it. Moles erecta ſtetit in Templo 
Fuarneęſiano Societatis Feſu ad honorandum S. S. Eu- 
chariſtiæ Sacramentum. They then relate in what 
this honour conſiſted. 4 Moles alta centum viginti 
palmos, lata ofloginta, pulcherrimis ſtatuis, imagini- 
bus, Hiſtoriis, emblematibus ad ſtuporem (not ad cul- 
tum & devotionem) exornata; quæ omnia cum ſupra 
guatuor millia fammarum, ac luminum illuſtrarent, 
nulla tamen flamma in oculos ſpectantium incurrebat. 
That is to ſay, with ſmall lamps, in the ſame man- 
ner as the Scenes of a Play-houſe are illuminated. 
I Hic res divina peratia eſt tantd pompd, (not a 


* A building was erected in honour of the holy Sacrament 
of -rajg Euchariſt, in the Farnefian Temple of the Society of 

eſus. NT ee bay nf ge 
+ This building was an hundred and twenty palms in height, 
and eighty in breadth, adorned with fine ſtatues, pictures, 
Hiſtorical and emblematical repreſentations, wonderful to be- 
bold {not a word of their being calculated or intended to 
raiſe devotion}; and the whole was illuminated with upwards 
of four thouſand lights, none of the flames of which were 
_ viſible to the Spectators. | - 1 

+ Here the divine Service was performed with ſuch pomp, 
and ſuch {weet melody of the Pope's Band of Muſic, that 
nothing was wanting to render it the molt majeſtic thing upon 
the face of the earth, except the perſonal preſence of His 

Holineſs. he Service was performed by the moſt IIlufrious 
and moſt Reverend Lord Alphonſus Gonzaga, Arebbiſhop of 
Rhodes. Seventeen Cardinals, and almolt all the Prelates of 
the Court of Rome aſſiſted at it; and five other Cardinals, 
excited by the piety of theſe firſt, came during the three days, 
"together with the M²iniſters of all the foreign Princes, &c. ſo 
that this Feftival looked like not a prophane Bacchagalian 
aſſembly, but a banquet of the Court of Heaven. 


b Fo 
word of devotion) & tam ſuavi Pontificorum Muſi- 
corum concentu, ut ad ſummam, que in terris eſſe poteſt, 
majeſtatem,” nibil præter ipfius ſummi . Pontificis pre- 


ſentid requireretur. Rem divinam faciebat Illuftriſſi- . 


mus &  Reverendifſimus Dominus Alphonſus Gonzaga 
Archiepiſcopus Rbodienſis. Intererant Eminentiſſimi 


Cardinales numero ſeptemdecim, omneſque propemadum 
Romanæ Curie Prelati. Quorum pietate excitati ſu- 


binde alii toto triduo ſupervenerunt Eminentiſſimi Car- 
dinales quingue, Regumque omnium, ac Principum, 


Oratores, Qc. ut non propbana bacchanalia, ſed ca- 


leſtis Curie epulum celebrari videretur. It may be 
ſo; but, to me, this deſcription ſeems more like one 
of Balthazzar's banquets, where there was nothing 
holy, except the gold and  filver. veſſels of the 
Temple. Certain it is, that the Banquet here de- 
ſcribed with ſo much pomp, was not that Sacrum 
Convivium, that holy Banquet, in which the Soul is 
nouriſhed by the meek and ſpotleſs Lamb; in 
which His humble and painful Paſſion is comme- 


morated, and by which the Soul is filled with 


Grace, and hope of eternal happineſs. In this 
deſcription, there is no room for either profound 
adoration before the Throne of Grace, or devout 
ſupplications, or due meditations upon the divine 
Myſteries, or union of the heart with God, or ele- 
vation of the Soul towards Celeſtial things, or 


thankſgivings for the Mercies of Providence, or 


ſorrow for paſt faults, or pious reſolutions to 
amend for the future. All that I can fee, is, a 
magnificent theatre, where Pomp and Oſtentation 
lit in triumph, attended by Vanity. I fee immenſe 
piles raiſed with great art and ſymetry, and in ex- 


act proportions, as if they were the ſubſtantial 


form of this devotion. I ſee fine Statues, Pictures, 
Hiſtories, Emblems, which excite the wonder of 
he beholders. I ſee thouſands of Lights ſo art- 
n e | | fully 
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fllly diſpoſed, that they remind me of the fineſt 
theatrical repreſentations. I hear Muſic and Con- 
certs talked: of. I read the lift of the great Per- 
fonages, Ambaſſadors, Miniſters, and others diſ- 
tinguiſhed by their temporal Grandeur; and I find, 
that the www Hem the Sovereign Pontif was want- 
ing, not to increaſe the Devotion of the Spectators, 
but to add to the ſplendor of the Shew. ” 


Judge you, my Friend, whether I ſpeak out of 
H-will againſt the Company, or whether what J 
ſay is not the plain and honeſt Truth, the force of 
which is ſo great, that the Jeſuits themſelves are 
not able to conceal it, not only in the above-men- 
tioned paffage, but throughout the whole of that 

enormous volume, which from the beginning of 
it to the end, is an irrefragable teſtimony, that the 
Jeſuits, in all their boaſted works of piety, under 
pretence of ſeeking the greater glory of God, ſeek, 
in fact, nothing but their own. That book, in 
which they. blazon out and exalt to the ſkies, in 

_ proſe and in verſe, all the good they tell us they 
Have done, looks like a ſummons to God to pay 
them, with intereſt, large ſums, which they claim 
as His creditors. That this was the caſe, is very 
plain: for, after the book was publiſhed, the Je- 
ſuits endeavoured to buy it up again at any price; 


inſomuch that a Gentleman, whom both you and | 
F know to be a man of honour and veracity, was : 
offered an hundred piftoles for a Copy which he 
has, in order to ſuppreſs it, as they have done ; 
numbers of others; to which is owing, that it is x 
now one of the ſcarceſt books in the whole world. ; 
1 ſhall conclude this Article with an obfervation 


made, not long ago, er the Hiſtories of the 
0 
moſt 


Jeſuits, by a perſon of great Senſe, who ſpent 


Hol 
nal of his life in ſtudying and travelling, chiefly 
with a view to gain — l 
Spirit and Conduct of the Company of 
order to write a Hiſtory of that 1 
was printed, within theſe twerty years, at Paris 
and at Utrecht. I do not know who the author 
was; but the Jefuits ſuſpect him to have been a 
Gentleman of Savoy, who was many years a 
member of their Body, and one of the chirty, 
who, in 1703, went from Liſbon to the Indies, 
where he Aeſerted from his Order. Theſe are his 
oven words, tranſlated from the French Original: 
Read, if you can have patience ſo to do, the 
6 . Hiſtory: of. the Jeſuits in fix Volumes in 

olio : read the particular Hiſtory of that Com- 

“ pany in Europe, written by their Father Tan- 
ner: the life of their General Laine, compoſed 
* by Father Ribadeneira: that of Father Coton, 
ritten under the direction of Father ot an 
that of Father Oger, by Father Dorigny ; and 
« feral lives of other Jeſuits, written by the 
„ fame Fathers of their Order. Read Father Le 
* Comte's Memoirs concerning China: the great 

« Hiſtory of that Empire, by their Father Du 
9 Halde: that of Japan, by a Religious of the 
ſame Order: that * Abiffynia, by Father 
* Lobo; and that of Muſcovy * Father Avril. 
i Read, if it be poſfible to gow the end of them, 
the four-ſcore and two Volumes of Edifying 
Letters concerning their Miſſions in the Indi. 
„ which theſe Fathers have written in all Lan- 
wet , that none may be ignorant of what is con- 
« rained in them. Reflect a little upon a Book 
* intitled Imago primi Seculi Societatis Feſu ; A ice 
&* ture of the fit age of the Society of Feſus ; a _ | 
* by the Jeſuits of Flanders, diftazed b — 
« Pride, and publiſhed-by Impudence. 5 Ry | 
; 66 


ent theſe works, and you will find; &. 
ee Laſtly, whoever would form a juſt idea of the 
pride and vanity of the Jeſuitical Hiſtorians, 
c need only caſt an eye upon the Prints at the be- 
* ginning of the particular Lives of the European 
c Jeſvits, publiſhed by their Father Tanner, under 
e the title of Societas Apoſtolorum Imitatrix. 0 He 
vill there ſee, fronting the firſt page, St. Ignatius 

< ſitting upon a cloud, and his Spirit iſſuing forth, 
as from another Meſſiah, and deſcending upon 
ce the Earth in the ſhape of Tongues of fire. 
*The other Prints which ſerve for frontiſpieces to 
< each of the Lives of his Diſciples, are not leſ 
arrogant, impious, &c. &c. &.“ 


The Truth is, that all the Accounts which the 
Jeſuits publiſh in Europe concerning their Miſſions, 
are ſo many Romances of their own inventing, 
tiſſues of lyes, falſe miracles, and ſuppoſititious 
converſions, calculated to deceive the Europeans; 
tricks of which they have often been convicted by 
perſons who have been in thoſe diſtant countries, 
at the very times they ſpeak of. The Court of 
France has frequently forbid their publiſhing theſe 

accounts, ſo contrary to truth; and the good Fa- 
thers have obeyed, by ſubſtituting their Edifying 
Letters in the room of them. Here, Sir, I mutt 
aſk you a curious queſtion.— The Jeſuit in Eu- 
rope are generally thoſe who write the Hiſtory of 
their Company, and to this end they ſingle out 
ſome of their Members, whom they dignify with 
the title of Hiſtoriographers, and who have no- 
thing elſe to do. ſhould be glad to know why 
all theſe Writers follow the ſame fixed rule of giving 
the Public only ſcraps of Hiſtory, containing 
things which happened eighty or an hundred years 
before the publication of their work. Can you 
ß en „„ analy 
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ſatisfy me in this point? I have always ſuſpected 
their reaſon to be, that, after ſo long a diſtance 
of time, no eye-witneſſes remain alive to contra- 
dict what they aſſert. Who knows how they may 
repreſent, an hundred years hence, what now hap- 
pens to them in Portugal ? 5 5 0 +» 2s 


LY 


. . Theſe are the ſervices which the Jeſuits. have 
done the Catholics, not to ſpeak of their perver- 
ſion of the Goſpel Morality, upon which ſubject 
as many Volumes have been already written, as 
would form a Library. And woe to him who 
has endeavoured to defend the precepts of Jeſus 
Chriſt ; for even his aſhes have been perſecuted, as 
in the Jate caſe of Father Concina, to the great 
ſcandal both of Catholics and Heretics. Yer, oh 
grief! thoſe very Catholics, who, for numberleſs 
reaſons of conſcience and of honour, ought to be 
the moſt inlightened, are, or pretend to be, the 
blindeſt of all. So much are they impoſed upon 
-by outward appearances ! 18 ee ns gb” 
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REFLECTION XII. 
Both the diſcredit and the injury extend to the whole 


Order. 


: HAT the Order is diſcredited, is a fact 
which has been known almoſt two hundred 
years; for it began to diſcredit itſelf very ſoon 
after its firſt Inſtitution; and I wonder at the Fa- 
Ra ther 


E 
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ther General's ſimplicity in not ſeeing it till now, 
If this diſcredit was known only by particular per- 
fons, perſons of no conſequence, and was only 


has been manifeſted in print, hole volumes, 
in works of ſeveral volumes, written in different 
languages, and in different parts of the world, by 


men of the greateſt character, and even by the Je- 


ſuits themſelves, - by whole badies of Religious, 


by Univerſities, Edicts of Kings, Decrees, Briefs, 
and Bulls of Popes. He ought therefore to have | 


ſaid, that, by means of this affair of Portugal, 


the diſcredit of his Order vas increaſed, and rendered 


ſemewhat more manifeſt and certain. WY 


IJ To the diſcredit of the Company the moſt Re- 
verend Father joins the injury, or loſs, it ſuffers, 
Here, indeed, he has great reaſon to cry out, and 
complain ; becauſe this is quite new to the Society, 
and a thing of very dangerous tendency. For as 
to the diſcredit, the Jeſuits bear that with admira- 
ble patience, and ſpare no pains to defend them- 
ſelves, by loading their accuſers with calumnies 


ad nd impoſtures: and even when their ſlander is 
detected, and, to their farther diſhonour, proved 


to be entirely groundleſs; their remedy till is, to 
repeat the very ſame calumnies a thouſand times 
over, if it be neceſſary, as if they had never been 


convicted of falfity. Their wonderful ſkill in the 


art of calumniating is exemplified by their Father 
Berruyer in his modern Goſpel, or Hiſtory of the 
People of God, where, Vol. III. Part IL p. 238. 


we find the Canons of that noble Science briefly 


ſummed up in the following words. Tibe' mdft evi- 
 Aently calumnious diſcourſes-({uch as the wicked re- 
tractation of Father Concina), and the moſt folidly 
-confuted (ſuch as the Aſſembly of — 


vulgar report, I myſelf ſhould pity him: but it 
in W 
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and the Statutes of; the Janſeniſts publiſhed by 
Marandal), always leave behind them an unfavourable. 
impreſſion, even upon the greateſt. innocence, aud keep 

alive an undetermined ſuſpicion, which the ſtrongeſt juſti- 
fications never efface entirely. . This is the way to bring 

over the Vulgar (that is to ſay, ſeven-eights Wa 
of the world), who, with time and patience, are 
made to paſs from veneration to contempt, and from 
confidence to hatred.. Nothing is wanting to effet} this, 
but to know how to calumniate with dexterity, and to 
repeat the ſame calummies with conſtancy. The Jeſuits 
poſſeſs this ſort of conſtancy to a degree of hero- 
iſm, even more than they do the virtue of dexte- 
rity, owing; to their having endeavoured to refine 
too much upon this laſt art; like the Rhetoricians 
Petronius ſpeaks of, who, by ſtriving to go beyond 
the utmoſt bounds to which, Cicero had carried the 


talent of Eloquence, ruined it. 


_ But to return to the detriment which the Jeſuits 
ſuffer from the late occurtences; (to ſpeak in the 
language of the Father General), between our 
King and them ; their loſs, in point of intereſt, is, 
undoubtedly, irreparable, and, as I ſaid before, 
quite new, From the day of the birth of their 
Society, down to this, they have gone on fattening 
themſelves without interruption, a a, heap- 
ing up riches upon riches; in all places, and i'd 
every means: but now the chief channel through _ 
which, their greateſt treaſures flowed, is ſtopt bt 
mean their Trade with America. And. whofe 
fault is it? Neither that of the King of Portugal, 
nor that of the King of Spain; neither that of the 
Portugueſe, nor that of the Spaniards; but that of 
ſo many Canons of the Church, and of ſo many 
Sovereign Pontifs, by which Eccleſiaſtics have 
been forbid to 'merchandize, 2 carry on any forr 
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of traffic. Neither can theſe be accuſed, upon far- 


ther conſideration; the Jeſuits having, for time 


immemorial, been in poſſeſſion of the privilege of 


diſregarding the Canons, of interpreting them as 
they pleaſe by the help of their doctrine of Probabi- 
lity, of not minding, and of diſobeying the De- 
crees of the Popes, who, nevertheleſs, have had 
the greateſt condeſcenſion for them in this reſpect, 


letting them trade in peace as much as they have 


pleaſed, and in whatever manner they have thought 


proper. They themſelves are the only people they 


can blame; for that, not ſatisfied with carrying on 
an immenſe Trade in the face of the whole world, 
ſo artfully maſked, that ſeveral Cardinals have deni- 
ed the fa& even in Rome, and that, out.of Rome, 
ſeveral Princes would not believe it; they have 


endeavoured to take whole Provinces away from 
Kings, to render their ſubjects ſlaves, to make 


them. rebell againſt their lawful Sovereigns, and 


have actually taken up arms, and headed the 


rebels. 


REFLECTION XIII. 


Though they (the Jeſuits) not only abhor the crimes 
which are imputed to the Fathers in Portugal, 


H E principal crimes imputed to the Jeſuits 


of Portugal, are Rebellion, and Trade. They 


abhor Rebellion; but at the ſame time they ſend 
from Europe to America, Engineers, Officers, 
and Soldiers, who are members of their Company. 
5 e | They 
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They abhor Trade; but at the ſame time they 
keep a houſe of Trade at Rome, which correſponds 
with that of Liſbon, and with thoſe of all the 
other moſt flouriſhing places in Europe. They 
receive at Rome the merchandiſe and riches which 
come from other parts, and fatten themſelves 
therewith: but ſtill you are to know, that, at the 
very ſame time, they abhor both Rebellion and 
Trade. Admirable indeed! But I have already 
ſaid enough upon this ſubject. I wiſh the Father 
General would do me the honour to demonſtrate 

to me. only by a ſingle inftance, that the Com- 
pany has ever puniſhed any one Jeſuit for Rebel- 
lion, illicit Trade, or any other Crime that has 
tended to promote the temporal intereſt of the So- 
ciety. I beg of him to name it to me, becauſe 1 
cannot find any ſuch example in all their Hiſtories. 
But J find, that the Company has always defended, 
ſupported, and even canomzed ſuch criminals. 
What puniſhment did the Superiors of the Jeſuits. 
inflict upon Father Commelet, who, in 1589, 
raiſed a moſt . cruel ſedition in France againſt 
Henry III? What puniſhment did they order 
Father Guignard, who, in his impious book, 
maintained that that King was juſtly aſſaſſinated? 
How did they puniſh the Jeſuits who were authors 
of the horrid conſpiracy againſt Matignon, and 
for which they were all driven out of Bourdeaux? 
What chaſtiſement did they inflict upon the Jeſuits 
of Prague, when, in 1611, they fomented the 
bloody "Factions in that city, and great quantities 
of piſtols, powder, bullets, and all ſorts of arms 
were found in their College ? With what puniſh- 
ment did they, chaſtiſe thoſe three Jeſuits, who, in 
the minority of Sebaſtian King of Portugal excit- 
ed ſo many troubles in that Court, and, by their 
intrigues, and their abuſe of the Sacrament 
2: Comp” | 
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Confeſſion, firſt cauſed the Queen-Mother to be 
excluded from the Regency, and the Cardinal In- 
fant Don Henry to be ſubſtituted in her room, and 
afterwards excluded this Prince, to get the whole 
adminiſtfation of the Kingdom into their own 
hands? In what manner did they puniſh thoſe who 
laid the plot againſt the Queen of Navarre, and 
her Son Henry IV, to make them priſoners for 
life, which they would have been, had not the 
conſpiracy been defeated by the pious care of Queen 
Elizabeth of Spain ? In ſhort, what puniſhment 
did they ever inflict upon ſo many other traitors 
and rebels, the liſt of, whoſe crimes would be too 
tedious, and too odious to enumerate ? It is true 
that the three Jeſuits, one of whom was the au- 
thor of the conſpiracy againſt James I. of England, 
and their accomplices, were ſentenced to death : 
but they were neither condemned, nor even blamed 
by their own Order, which, on the contrary, 
thought proper to ſtile them Martyrs of the Faith. 
| Let any one reflect on theſe crimes, and then tell 
me, which are thoſe that the Company abhors, 


1 ſhall not trouble myſelf, or you, with a long 
recapitulation of every other ſort of crimes, which 
have gone unpuniſhed by the Jeſuits, becauſe they 

were uſeful to them. I ſhall only ſay, that none 
of the Fathers of this Company have ever been 
known to be chaſtiſed by their Superiors for their 
ſcandalous doctrines, notwithſtanding their being 
condemned by the Roman Pontifs. Father Caul 
| fin was baniſhed, becauſe he would not reveal to 

his Superiors the Confeſſions of Lewis XIII. Fa- 
ther Inchoffer was impriſoned for diſapproving the 

vices of the Company; and Father Rainaud ſuf- 
fered the ſame puniſhment, for teaching, in a book 
which he wrote, that it was not lawful for Eccle- 
2h, | ſiaſtics 


3 [ 101 -] We ng 5 2s 
ſiaſtics to trade, Father Ximenes diſappeared from © © 
among the living, becauſe he had perſuaded a dy- 

ing Gentleman at Madrid to alter a Will he had 
made in favour of the Company, to the prejudice 
of his relations. Father Creighton was baniſhed 
from England to Provence, where he was ſeverely. 
perſecuted and puniſhed by his brethren, for dil. ws 
approving their machinations againſt the lives of 
Sovereigns. The Fathers Branza and Viſdelou, 
which laſt was afterwards Biſhop of Claudiopolis, 
were loaded with the moſt infamous abuſe, and 
barbarous treatment, becauſe they oppoſed the ida - 
latrous Rites introduced by the Jeſuits in their 
Miſſions. And laſtly, Tirſo Gonzalez, General 
of the Order, was on the point of- being depoſed, 
for complaining of the depraved Morality of the 
Jeſuits, and endeavouring to reform it. Theſe are 
the crimes which the Company abhors, _ | 


REFLECTION XIV. 
And ſingularly Pay thing that can poſſibly offend their : 
Superiors, whaher Eccleſiaſtical, or Givil ; 


E RE I could tranſcribe whole Vole, if 

I choſe to repeat the ſcurrilities, calumnies, 

and invectives, with which the Jeſuits have perſe- 

cuted numbers of Biſhops, for no other reafon 

than becauſe they endeavoured to check the abuſes 
and pernicious 8 of the Company, when the 

prejudiced either their Epiſcopal dignity, or the 

pp e : ſouls 
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ele of their reſpective flocks. Not to mention 
ſeveral Biſhops of Flanders, France, Spain, and 
other Countries near us, let us only remember 
Bernardino d'Almanza Archbiſhop of the Holy 
Faith in Peru, Matthew de Caſtro ſent Biſhop to 
the Indies by Urban VIII. Ferdinand Gurero Arch- 
biſhop of the Manilles, Bernardino de Cardenas 
Biſhop of Paraguay, John de Palafox Biſhop of 
Angelopolis, and Philip Pardo Archbiſhop of the 
| Manilles, all of whom were moſt barbarouſly.per- 
ſecuted by the Jeſuits, becauſe, like good Shep- 

herds, they defended the cauſe of Chriſt, I ſay 
nothing ef other perſecutions, not leſs known, 
and equally cruel and deteſtable. 


As to the Legates, and Apoſtolical 1 
how have theſe Reverend Fathers not behaved to 
them? A man who has but the leaſt tincture of 
humanity, muſt be filled with horror by the bare 
remembrance of the boundleſs inſolence and law- 
leſs tyranny with which they treated that holy man 
the Cardinal of Tournon, who at laſt died a vic- 
tim to the Jeſuits. 


Their reſpect for, and obedience to the 0 
Pontifs, has been ſufficiently demonſtrated by what 
I have already ſaid; to which I ſhall only add, that 
Innocent XI. of holy and glorious Memory, re- 
ceived from them ſo many ſignal marks of ſubmiſ- 
| fion and reſpect, in return for his having condemn- 
ed ſome impious propoſitions ſigned and maintained 

by them; chat, after ſetting the King of France 
againſt him, by the management of Father la 
Chaiſe, they publicly accuſed him of being a Jan- 
ſeniſt, and even carried their inſolence ſo - as to 


poſt up Peper S On the doors of their Church at 
; . 18, 
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Paris, deſiring the prayers of the Faithful for In- 
nocent XI. fallen into Janſeniſm. Reſpe& for 
Secular  Superiors, they have none; except what 
ariſes from fear, owes . 


REFLECTION Xv. 


But even wiſh, and endeavour as much as in them lies, | 
to be free from thoſe failings alſo to which the con- = 
dition of man, aud eſpecially the multitude, is ſub- 
fell. | | = 
TV HAT the Society ſhould wiſh, and endea- 
1 your as much as poſlible, to be free from 
even thoſe failings to which the condition of man 
is ſubject, indicates a tendency towards ſuch a de- 
ree of perfection as cannot be attained in this mi- | 
Crabte life, and ſhews the ſublime and incredible b 
holineſs of the Jeſuits. The misfortune is, that 
they not only wiſh} and endeavour, as they ſay, ta 
attain that inacceſſible height of perfection, but, 
by all appearances, ſeem to think they are already 
arrived at it. Read this Memorial over again with 
attention, and tell me whether I judge wrong: or, 
if any doubt then remains, read the books which 
the Jeſuits themſelves have publiſned in their on 
praiſe and defence, particularly that famous and 
exceedingly ſcarce one intitled Imago primi Sæculi, 
where this exalted perfection of theirs is moſt 
pompouſly blazon'd out, and you will be more 
than convinced of the truth of what I fay, How-' 
| ever, as this laſt work is not a little voluminous, 
1 n vou 
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Fou need only turn over ſome of the firſt leaves. 
Tou will find in p. 36. that all the Jeſuits are ſo 
perfect, that, even in their. youth, they have the 
perfection of a man an hundred years old: * Eg 
vero omnes Socios ajo Senes eſſe, & quotquot extremum 
in Societate Jeſt diem obeunt, ſæculum vixiſſe. The 
Author afterwards explains more fully what he 
means by the word Senes, old; ſaying, p. 39. 
+ Onnes diuind reguntur ſapientid, Sc. Addo etiam 
ubi a Fefureterna Patris Sapientig, in -$00ttagen la- 
borum fiudiorumque ſunt vocati, as the Jeſuits pretend 
to be, omnibuſque paternd curd, & ſollicitudine ſub- 
veniunt, & conſulunt, nemo eſt cui non ſenectutis gloria 
debeatur, nemo qui dies ſuos ætatemque non expleat, & 
gquamvis premature mori viaeatur, ſæculum, centumque 
annos Vixiſſe credi non debeat. Obſerve, that the 
author comprehends.in this Eulogy, as well as in 
his others, omnes Socios, all the brethren of the Or- 
der, to whom he afterwards applies (p. 155.) theſe 
words taken from the Book of Kings, (B. I. c. 10.) 
Happy are thy men, happy are theſe thy ſervants, which. 
ftand continually before thee, and that bear thy wiſdom, 


To ſpeak more clearly: the Father General 
would have us think, that as the Religious of his 
Company are not ſubject to thoſe miſeries and ſen- 
ſual frailties, to which human nature, and the very 
beft of Chriſtians are liable; they ought, therefore, 
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* Put I ſay, that all thoſe of the Company are old, and that 
all who die in the Society of Jeſus, have lived an age. | 
+ They are all governed by the divine Wiſdom, &c. I add 
too, that from the time of their being called by Jeſus, who is 
the eternal Wiſdom of the Father, to ſhare the cares and la- 
bours of the Society, and they accordingly aid and aſſiſt every 
one with a paternal ſolicitude, there is not one to whom the 
alory.of ald age is not due, not one but fulfills his days and 
ears, and, how young ſoever he may ſeem to die, ought ta 
be Leckoned to have lived an hundred years. EE 
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do be treated Sedus in their preſent tribulations 
in Portugal. If this be his meaning, as I believe 
it is, 1 am far from being againſt doing juſtice to 
the Company. The outward behaviour of the Je- 
ſuits in Europe, is ſuch as affords ſufficient proofs 
of their pudicity; nor do they, in that reſpect, 
ſcandalize Chriſtianity by their example, as they do 
by their relaxed doctrine upon the ſubject of ſen- 
ſuality. What paſſes in their hearts, God only 
can judge. I ſpeak of the Jeſuits in Europe; be- 

cauſe, out of Europe, the caſe is not the ſame, 
if we may credit the complaints of numbers of 
Biſhops and Miſſionaries, and the accounts that 
have been received from them, which are ſuffici- 
ently confirmed by the Biſhop of Nankin's Letter 
to Benedict XIV, and his remonſtrances to the 
Congregation de Propaginde, nl 


At the hide time that I ſay this of the Jeſuits 
In Europe, I muſt deſire the Father General to 
conſider, that his ſons are not the only Religious 
who ſet a good example of * pudicity. Several 
other Orders of Regulars merit equally the ſame 

raiſe: and I have no ſort of doubt but that the 
Company has its vicious and even ſcandalous mem- 
bers, as all other, even the ſtricteſt and beſt diſci- 
plined Societies have theirs. To pretend to ſay, 
that God granted St. Ignatius the privilege that 
no Jeſuit ſhould be guilty of a deadly fin for an 
hundred years to come, and that St, Francis Xa- 
vier obtained a prolongation of that grant for two 
hundred years more, is ſuch ſtuff as will ſcarcely 

do to lull children afleep, much- leſs can it be ſwal- 
lowed by a man 1n his ſober ſenſes. The Father 
General knows perfectly well, that one of the rea- 
ſons which induced Cardinal Frederic Borromæus, 
a relation of St. Charles Borromæus, and his Suc- 
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geſſor in the Archbiſhopric of Milan, to take ſuch 
a diſlike to the Jeſuits that he would not ſuffer one 
of them to be about him, was their endeavouring 
to make him believe theſe idle ſtories. The truth 
is, that the Company of Jeſus is a Society of men, 


and therefore muſt be liable to human frailties. 


In fact, the Father General cannot be ignorant, 


that, in the year 1551, St. Ignatius being yet liv- 
ing, the Jeſuits of Coimbria were accuſed of many 
faults, in conſequence of which that holy founder 
of their Order not only ordered a reformation of 


that college, but expelled ſeveral of its members ; 


that the Jeſuits of Louvain were likewiſe accuſed 
of various crimes in 1552 3 that, in,1560, when 


their Father Lainez was General of the Order, 
great tumults were raiſed againſt- them in Monte- 
pulciano, and eſpecially againſt; their Rector Fa- 


ther Gombaro, who eſcaped the immediate danger 


he was threatened with, by flight, but was after- 
wards expelled the Order by the Father General; 
that, a few years after, the Jeſuits, by their miſ- 


' behaviour, loſt entirely the eſteem and affection of 


St. Charles Borromæus, who not only deprived 
them of the Colleges in his Dioceſs, but diſmiſſed 
his own Confeſſor, Father Ribera, with ſhame 
and diſgrace; that, in 1636, Father Mena had 


frequent raptures, but not of the ſpirit, with a 


ſpiritual daughter of his at Salamanca; that, about 
the ſame time, Balthazar dos Reyes, a Lay-bro- 
ther of the Jeſuits, was ſtabbed in Grenada by a 
jealous huſband z that, to cut ſhort, in our days, 
Cardinal Tolemei, a Jeſuit, ſent Father Biaſucci 
notice that he was accuſed to the Holy Office by 
the Nuns of Florence, on which account he diſ- 


5 appeared ſuddenly from that city in 1726; that, 


in 1731, all Europe was made acquainted with the 


trank- 
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tranſactions of Father Girard with the famous la 
Cadiere of Toulouſe, his penitent, the proceſs on 
which occaſion before the Tribunals of France 
forms ſeveral large Volumes ; and laſtly, that, in 
1737 and 1738, ſeveral Jeſuits of Sezza, and of 
Peruſa, were cited before .the Holy Office for 
ſimilar caſes, as was then ſaid, and that ſome of 
them were impriſoned, and others fled. I do not 
mention -their names, becauſe I believe ſome of 
them are yet alive: neither can I, with modeſty, 
tell the reaſon why a Tefait of Evora lately killed 
one of his brethren, WL 


Do you imagine, -Sir, that any of theſe. things 
ſcandalize me, or that they make me think the leſs 
reſpectfully of the Company? I aſſure you they do 
not: nor am I at all ſurprized that there ſhould be 
ſome bad men among ſo numerous à multitude. 


I mention theſe Ne. . only that the Father 
General may ſave himſelf the trouble of trying to 


make us believe, that his Sons are incapable of 


ſinning. Father Lainez behaved much more ſen- 
ſibly, when he was General of the Order: for, 
the Roman Clergy having preſented a Memorial 
againſt the Jeſuits to Pius IV. in 1654, containing 
ſeveral heads of accuſation, many of which turned 
upon their relaxed morality, as may be ſeen by the 
writings which are till preſerved in the Vatican Li- 
brary; Lainez, inſtead of attempting to clear 
them by alledging their impeccability, honeſtly re- 
preſented to the Pope the examples of Cain, Cham 
and Judas, who were bad men, though they liv 
among Saints. Ws I: 


. 


1 But even if all the Jefuits could be propoſed as 

models of good conduct; ſtill I would aſk, what 

has that to do with the preſent affair of Fe ; 
| — „ 
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Are they, becauſe their outward behaviour is grave 
and decent, to be allowed the liberty of committing 
other crimes ? Is only the ſixth precept of the De- 
calogue to be obſerved, amongſt all the commands 
of God and of the Church? "Becauſe the Jeſuits 
are chaſte, are they to be ſuffered to uſurp whole 
Provinces, the property of Sovereigns; to rebell 
againſt them; to flander their neighbours; to 
practiſe fraud; to carry on a forbidden Trade; 
and to be guilty of many other * 
contrary to the Laws of W tix; OR 


on * 

2 
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REFLECTION XVI. 


The Superiors of this Order, as appears from the Re- 
giſters of the Letters written and received by them, 

' have akuays inſiſted upon the ſtrikteſt and moſt re Fu 
lar obſervance of their rules, as well by all their 
Religious, as by thoſe of the Provinces of Portugal; 
and though they have been informed of other faults, 
they haus not had any knowledge of the crimes which 
are imputed to theſe laſt; nor have they been previ- 
ouſly warned, and called upon, ts provide 4 Towel 
Ein them. 0 


H E Reverend Father . muſt on 

me if I tell him, that he ought never to have 
Od the Regiſters of Letters written or re- 
_ ceived. The old Afſſtants, or the Keepers of the 
Archives of rhe Society, ſhould have cautioned 
him not to touch this ſtring; becauſe there are, in 
fag ä de propaganda, Memoirs which . 
at 
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that, in the time of the Father General Oliva, 
counter-letters were found, conpbranſy the very 
_ contrary of what was ordered to be inſerted in the 


Regiſters he ſpeaks of. A like difference was alſo | 


found lately by the Lord Nicolai, who died Vicar 
of St. Peter's in the Vatican, in the letters of ſome 


0 


Jeſuits, who, 1 believe, are yet alive 


If the Father General knows, as he is ſaid to 
do, even the ſmalleſt faults of his Religious, 
whence comes it that he ſhould not have known 
the crimes which have been, I do not ſay imputed 
to them, but demonſtrated, and authentically 
proved? I will tell you the reaſon. The Father 
General ſees what is poſſible, but he does not ſee 
what is impoſſible. He ſees, as through a miſt, 
a diſtant metaphyſical poſſibility that his Religious 
may, by ſome extraordinary accident, chance to be 
guilty of ſome of thoſe failings to which the condi- 
tion of man, and eſpecially the multitude, is ſubject; 
that is to ſay, of thoſe frailties from which the 
very Saints are not exempted. Theſe, if they are 
guilty of them, he ſees, and knows immediately: 
(and I believe he does, for he has a ſecret ſpy in 
every houſe of his Order). But as he believes it 
impoſſible for a Jeſuit to commit a crime, he cannot 
either ſee, or know it. Perhaps too it may appear 
from the Regiſters of the Letters written by the 
Superiors of the Order to their Religious, that ic 
has never been forbidden, as criminal, to invade 
the lands, poſſeſſions, and liberty of the Indians, 
to excite ſubjects to rebell againſt their Sovereigns, 
or to carry on an illicit Trade; becauſe the Supe- 
riors of the Society may have found in their par- 
ticular Caſuiſtry, that theſe things are not crimes, 
when intended and done for the greater glory of 
God, and the advantage of their ohoje Order. 

| | „ 


„„ 


No one that knows the deſpotic power of a Fa- 
ther General of the Jeſuits over all his ſubjects, 
and their blind ſubmiſſion to his will, can ever be- 
lieve it poſſible that they ſhould not have given 
him an account of all their undertakings, or that 
they would not have relinquiſhed them inſtantly, 
if he had ordered them to deſiſt. Biſhop Fou- 
quet, who was himſelf a Jeſuit, wrote a long, 
learned, and pious Letter, full of charity and 
unction, which is printed in Father Norbert's Me- 
moirs, wherein he informed his Superiors of the 
Idolatry which his brother Miſſionaries mixed with 
Chriſtianity in China: but, notwithſtanding his 
repreſentations, the Superiors, inſtead of reprov- 
ing and chaſtiſing the offenders, as they ought to 
have done, perſecuted the poor Biſhop, as J have 
already obſerved. The Father General is therefore 
greatly in the wrong to complain of not having 
been previouſly warned of the crimes imputed to his 
Religious, or called upon to provide a- remedy againſt 
them. I could enumerate to you numbers of applica- 
tions that have been made to the Superiors of the Je- 
ſuits, againſt ſeveral particular Religious of their So- 
ciety; and though the inſtances which I remember, 
are few indeed when compared to the whole, yet 
they would fill a book larger than the Iliad and the 
Odyſee together. I ſhall mention but one, which 
both you and I know to be fact. All Italy com- 
plained of the two laſt Generals, predeceſſors of 
the preſent, and perhaps of this two, on account 
of his infolent, injurious, calumnious, falſe, and 
fatirical Literary Hiſtory of Father Zachary, in 
which he has attempted to laſh and abuſe all the 
moſt learned, worthy, and reſpectable men in 
Italy, and to depreciate their beſt works. What 
was the conſequence? It was ſaid, that the Supe- 
: EE riors, 
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lors, in order to remedy this evil, had forbid him 
to publiſh any thing more. But this was ſoon 
found to be a falſe report, ſince he continued pub- 
liſhing other Volumes, equally full of pride, in- 
folenes, Tyes, and ame 8 


Can you ſuppoſe the Father General not to 
know, that the philoſophical Sin has been con- 
demned by the Holy See, and that ſome of his Reli- 
gious ſtill maintain it, from time to time, in their 
books and public Theſes, as did lately, among 
others, Father Ghezzi, intermixing it with more 
and various errors? Yet, though the Sacred Con- 
gregation obliged him to retract publicly and to 


print his retractation, the Father General neither 


chaſtiſed him in the leaſt, nor complained, as he 
does now in his Memorial, of the difcredit done 
to his Order. Many a time have the Superiors of 
the Jeſuits, both in Italy and in France, been ob- 
| liged to proteſt againſt ſeveral opinions of their 
Religious, and to condemn them: but yet we 
have never ſeen any one of the authors of thoſe _ 
opinions chaſtiſed. On the contrary, we have 

ſeen others of the ſame cloth ſtart up, and repeat, 
in print, the very errors which their Superiors had 
condemned. © 10 e 


Lewis XIV. made Father Meunier abjure in 
print, that horrid doctrine by which he pretended _ 
to free the world from the injunction of loving God: 
but Father Meunier did not meet with the leaſt 
chaſtiſement for it from his Superiors. The 
graveſt Jeſuits of France have alſo, in print, diſ- 
approved of the errors of the Fathers Hardouin 
and Berruyer; and the Holy See made Father 
Ghezzi retract, in the ſame manner, as I obſerved 
before: yet neither of them ever received the leaſt 
1 2 ee 
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mortification from thier Superiors. Father Pichon 
publiſhed his moſt pernicious book, in which he 
perverts the whole doctrine of the Juſtification of 
Sinners. The moſt pious, and the moſt learned 
Biſhops of France roſe up againſt this work, and 
it was condemned by the holy Congregation of the 
Inden: but yet Father Pichon's Superiors not only 
never reproved him for it, but they loaded him 
with praiſes, even after his death; and, not ſatisfied 
with that, publicly attacked, with all manner of 
abuſe and calumny, the Archbiſhop of, Tours, 
who had refuted Pichon with great zeal and learn- 
ing. The ſame holy Congregation condemned 
the infamous Janſeniſtical Library of Father Colo- 
nia, as full of errors, calumnies, and impoſtures: 
upon which their Father Patouillet publiſhed ano- 
ther Edition of it, under the title of a Dictionary, 
with the addition of a new Volume, worſe than 
the former: and yet Patouillet never received the 
leaſt brotherly correction from his Superiors. On 
the contrary, Colonia was ſtrenuouſly defended, 
even in Rome, againſt the Dominicans, who were 
taxed with hereſy, and loaded with the moſt oppro- 
brious language; againſt the Congregation, and 
the Cardinals who compoſed it; and with very 
little reſpect even for the Pope himſelf. 
The moſt Reverend Father General knows ful] 
well theſe authors, their writings, and their max- 
ims; and his predeceſſors too were thoroughly ac- 
quainted with them: but yet they never did provide 
a remedy againſt them, though they might have 
done it then with great eaſe. Now they talk of 
remedying the Rebellions and Uſurpations of their 
brethren in America, and the Trade which their 
whole Company carries on. If the Father Gene- 
ral means what he ſays, let him make his Religious 
N 0 
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drop their traffic, reſtore what they have ufurped, 
and ſubmit to their Sovereigns. You ſee by Fhis, 
that his Reverence is only trying to deceive the 

Pope, when he ſays he wiſhes he had been preyi- 
ouſly warned, and called upon, to provide a reme- 
dy againſt theſe diforders, of which His Moſt 
Faithful Majeſty has complained to His Holineſs. 


REFLECTION XVII. 
And fence” they have found, that theſe Fathers have th. 


curred the diſpleaſure of His Moſt Faithful Majeſty, 
pipe ee eee 


II grieves me, that the Father General ſhould 
be ſo afflicted in the very beginning of his go- 
vernment. Do you imagine that this great con- 
cern proceeds from ſorrow for the many atrocious 
crimes which his Religious have been guilty. of ? 
If you do, you are. miſtaken. He grieves, be- 
cauſe they have incurred the diſpleaſur of His 
Moſt Faithful Majeſty; and this. grief does not 
admit of any. alleviation in the heart of the Father 
General. But if one could ſee the inſide of that 
heart, I doubt it would appear, that the deepeſt 
wound, and that which hurts him ioſt-of ag, is, 
that the long concealed machinations of his Cam - 
pany have been diſcovered too ſoon. Diſcovered 
but not yet. A 


they were to be, withour doubt ; 
ſomewhat longer time was ftill wanting to ripen 
matters; and the mine was not to be blown bp. 
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ill it ſhould be too late to prevent its intended ef- 
fect; that is to ſay, not till the arrival of that 
critical moment ſo much deſired, and fo impatient- 
ly expected by the Company, and foreſeen by Mel- 
chior Cano, near two hundred years ago, when, 
in his letter to Father Reglu, a Monk of the Or- 
der of St. Auguſtin, and Confeſſor to Charles V. 
he ſaid: * Faxit Deus, ne tempus tandem adveniat, 
quo Reyes eis objiſtere velint, nec poſſint. That time 
was near, but not yet quite come, in which nei- 
ther-Princes, Kings, nor Rome itſelf could have 
- bridled in theſe bleſſed Fathers, whoſe fourth vow 


is that of an humble and blind ſubmiſſion to the 
boy Pratt. 555 1 


REFLECTION XVIII. 


They have prayed, that a particular account, both of 
the crimes, and of the criminals, might be commu- 
nicated to them: they have offered to give His Ma- 

© Jeſty all due ſatisfadtion; to puniſh the delinquents 


| 2 795 to their deſerts ; and to ſend from abroad 
4 


the fitteſs and moſt worthy Members of their Order, 

to be Viſitors, and to 5 ink the abuſes which may 

have crept in: but the humble prayers and offers of 
the 5" 55 bade not been deemed worthy to be 
Heard. | : © og = 


HE Father General wanted to have a par- 
1K ticular account, both of the crimes, and of 
the criminals. He cannot now complain upon 
V | that 
God grant, that a time may not at length come, in which 
Kings will wiſh to reſiſt them, but will not be able. 5 
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that ſcore, the favour he deſired being already 


granted. Of what then does he complain to the 


Pontifical Throne? The Jeſuits, ſays he, have offer- 


ed to give His Majeſty all due ſatisfaction, and to pu- 
niſh the delinguents according to their deſerts, Mighty 
well! He ſhall: be fatisfied——But no: the Cle- 
mency of our King does not require ſo much. His 
_ Moſt Faithful Majeſty 
ny evils occaſioned by the Society. But that, it ſeems, 
is the very thing his Reverence does not deſire. 
What then does he want? To /end from abroad the 


fitteſt and moſt worthy Members of the Order, that is 


to ſay, cautious and wary Jeſuits, properly inſtructed 
by him how to varniſh over the crimes of their bre- 


then, to make all the accuſations againſt them diſap- 


ear, as they did at the Court of Spain, and, if poſſi- 
le, to ruin the accuſers for ever, according to their 
uſual manner of proceeding. *Tis true, the Fa- 


ther General does not ſay this in the Memorial; 
but he propoſes ſending them 70 be Viſitors, and to 


reform the abuſes which may have crept in, Viſitors 


ſo ſent, (by the Father General), would indeed 


make the reforming of thoſe abuſes a very eaſy 
_ taſk. Among other remedies, theſe Fathers have 
two exceedingly powerful ones, of which they have 


experienced the marvellous, and never failing ef- 


fects, ' for near a Century and an half, The firſt 
is, to deny the fact, though never ſo evident, and 


well known, The other, to heap ſo many lies one 
upon another, making the laſt always the greateſt, 


that, at length, falſchood gets the better of Truth, 


or at leaſt ſtifles and disfigures it ſo that it can be. 
no longer diſtinguiſhed, and the matter in diſpute. 


is rendered inexplicably problematical. It 1s 3 


common ſaying, that Truth will appear, but that 
much time is often required to hring it forth, 
the beſt of friends to 


That very ou Time, r | 


defires only to remedy the ma- 
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the Jeſuits : for, as another proverbial expreſſion 
fays, He that has time, has Life. In the courſe. 
of a few. months, matters alter, or ate huſh'd, 

and made up. But if the worft comes to the 
worſt, and Truth does. force its way abroad, it is 
but pouring out another deluge of lies, and drown- 
ing it again. His Reverence adds, that the ham- 

bie pravers and effers of the Superiors bave not been 
deemed worthy to be heard. This js very true in - 
deed z and-it, is believed, and. hoped, - that His 

Holineſs, enlightened by God, and full a pales, 
wil alſo ſce them in the ſame light, | | 


But how can che Father General expect that. 
His Moſt Faithful Majeſty ſhould deem the offers 
of this Society worthy to be heard, when he re- 
members that the Letter which he. ordered to be 
written ſome time ago to the Vice-Provincial of 
Para, upon this very Lubject, ſerved only to put 
the Jeſuits ſtill more upon their guard, and to 
make them more ſollicitous than ever to foment 
and ſtrengthen the Rebellion? His Majeſty knows 
too how many remonſtrances have been made to 
different Generals of the Jeſuits, by ſeveral pious 
Biſhops, who have complained of the behaviour 


of the Religious of their Order in America, but 
without obtaining the leaſt redreſs. 5 


_ His preſent Holineſs may 4 chat 0 very 
fame thing happened to his Predeceffors in the 
Holy See, and particularly to Benedict XIV. of 
ſacred Memory, to whom the then Father Gene- 
ral of the Jeſuits promiſed, with the ſtrongeſt aſſe- 
verations, that he would cauſe a ſtrici objervance of 
the Religious Ceremonies of the Chriſtians to be im- 
printed, in ten years time, not only in the hearts of the 
810 Indians, . but 1 within the walls of Madura, 


* * — and 
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and in other Kingdoms. But the General did not 
| keep his word, as we find by the paragraph Cum 
vero & nos, Sc. in one of that Pontif's Conftitu- - 


__ His Holineſs knows alſo, that the Bull which 
the above-mentioned Pope made in 1741, never 
was publiſhed, by reaſon of the difficulties raiſed 
by the Jefuits, notwithſtanding the repeated orders 
of our King John V. of glorious Memory, and 
thoſe ſince given by our preſent Monde, and 
that the Father General has not, in the courſe of 
ſeventeen years, either commanded his Religious. 
to obey it, or puniſhed any one of them for che. 
garding it. en e,, _ 


And now, Sir, do you think that any regard 
ought to be paid to the offers of men who have 
not kept their word, even though confirmed by oath ? 
This Jaft, the Jeſuits always know how t6 elude, 
either by their mental reſeryations, or by equivocal 
expreſſions, or by twiſting the words and their 
meanings, as they are taught to do by their Moral- 
iſts, who are fo very fond of this righteous doc- 
trine, that they will not ſuffer any one to diſap- 
prove of, or oppoſe it. The proofs and examples 
of what I ſay, are innumerable; and you, my 
Friend, know them to be fo. However, I will 
remind you of a few, juſt as they may chance to 


1 * 4 F 


occur to me, 


Before the Decree of 1704, concerning the Chi- 
neſe Rites, was publiſhed, the Superiors of the 
Jeſuits proteſted at the feet of His Holineſs, that, 
the moment it ſhould be publifhed, they would 
ſubmit to it, even though it ſhould coſt them their 
honours, liberties, and lives. You know how. 


13 they 
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they kept this promiſe, which alſo appears from 
the Decrees, Bulls, Briefs, and other precautions, 
which Clement XI. was obliged to have recourſe 
to, when, in 1710, he publiſhed a new Decree, 
confirming that of 1704, becauſe the Jeſuits pre- 
tended that it was only conditional, and that it 
was founded upon falſe expoſitions. The Pope 
aſſured the Father General, by the Aſſeſſor of the 
Holy Office, that the Decree of 1704 was found- 
ed upon authentic and well proved accounts, and 
that it was not conditional, The Father General 
again repeated, and confirmed to the Aſſeſſor, his 
promiſe of humble ſubmiſſion. However, con- 
trary facts being known, and much talked of, at 
Rome; the Father General thought proper to make 
the following declaration, | | 


Tus DECLARATION 


Of the meſt Reverend Father Michael Angelo Tam- 
burini, of the Company of Jeſus, concerning the 
unanimous Requeſs made to him by the Reverend 
Fathers the Affiſtants and Procurators of the Pro- 
vinces of the ſaid Company, aſſembled at Rome in 
ibe month of November, 1711, and humbly preſen» 
ted the 20" of the ſaid month, to our Moſt Holy © 
| age Pope Clement XI. by the aforeſaid Father 
 CGreneras. | 3 5 : 


« NH E moſt Reverend Father Michael Au- 
6 gelo Tamburini, of the Company of Je- 
„ ſus, proſtrated at the feet of our Moſt: Holy 
„% Father Pope Clement XI. in the Palace of the 
* Quirinal, accompanied by the Reverend Fathers 
* the Aſſiſtants and Procurators of the ſaid Com- 
% pany of Jeſus, preſents to His Holineſs, by 
* way of Memorial, the following Writing. 
; : , £C 1 


Lig, 


t© The Procurators ſent to Rome by the ſeveral 


4 Provinces of the Company of Jeſus, for the gene- 
<« ral meeting of the ſaid Procurators in the month 


of November 1711, have propoſed, among 


« other things, to preſent a ſpecial and particular 
<« ſtate of their caſe, which has been drawn up 
« with wonderful zeal, and was ardently wiſhed 


for by them all, as a thing of the greateſt con- 


« ſequence for the tranquility and reputation of 
e their Provinces. Accordingly, they repreſent 
<* to the General, that the name of the Company 


« has been unjuſtly ſtained with a moſt baſe accu 
« ſation, which afflicts them more than the num 


« berleſs other calumnies and aſperſions, daily in- 
« yented and thrown out againſt the Fathers of 
« the Company, and which, they frankly confeſs, 
cuts them to the quick, and hurts the very ap- 
< ples of their eyes. The expreſſions which the 
* moſt violent enemies of the Company make uſe 
of in their accuſations, are theſe : The Jeſuits 
* publiſh, with ſound of trumpet, that they pay, be- 
« yond all others, an exatt ſubmiſſion and blind obe- 


e dience to the Decrees of the Pope; but, in falt, 


« they are the moſt backward of all men ta execute 
e them, when they do nat like then, 


. To repel with all their might an accufation 
4 ſo odious, and fa deſtitute of truth, and at the 


« ſame time to ſhew how deeply the Company is 


<« affected by this piercing blow, the aforeſaid Pro: 
* curators have unanimouſly demanded of the 
Father General, that he, in the name of his 
* whole Order, - proftrated- at the feet of His 
“ Holineſs, and in the face of the whole Church, 
« do confirm, proteſt, and declare by a ſolemn and 
« juridical act, having all the force of the ſtrong- 


Ts «* eſt 
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<« eſt apology, the conſtant, firm, and my 
| < terable fidelity of the whole Company, 
5 e embrace, receive, and follow, even unto 8 
Whatever ſhall be preſcribed, th and com- 
1 e by, the FIN See. 


. And as to the Decrees of His pak. of 
* the 20th of November, 1 704, and the 25th of 
September, 1710, concerning the Chineſe Cere- | 
« monies ; the Company willingly receives, and 
joy fully accepts them, in the manner they are 
& {et forth and explained by His Holineſs, in the 
Letter written in His name by the Aſſeſſor of 
<« the Holy Office, to the moſt Reverend Father 
General, the 11th of October, 1710; and pro- 
miſes to obſerve them literally and inviolably, 
under the pains mentioned therein, without any 
contradiction, tergiverſation, or room for the 
Leaſt delay, r or excuſe; firmly truſting 

* that this will ſtop the mouths of evil ſpeakers. 
All. the aforeſaid Procurators and Aſſiſtants, 


© affembled at Rome, have, raped this Memorial 
| * with their Own RAO. org 


- 
a 
t 
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Here follow, the names i 15 Al ante, we of 
 Iwwenty-one Procurator's of di iferent Provinces. 


In conſequence of this Declaration, or Petition, : 


the Father General Fad the LIP UN writing 
to the Wenke 
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e Meer 1101 7 rarnrs, 


\HE Ginchal of the Comply, ing 
« heard the important and neceffary Re- 
«qi of the F en 9 Proſtrated at 


y IRE Ihe 
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* a true and lawful fon of the Le Bas: but as 
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the feet of Your Holineſs, WIE * pro: 


“ miſes, as well in his own name, as in that of 


his whole Order, in the ſtrongeſt manner, with 
the greateſt ſincerity, and with every aſſurance 
tha can poſſibly be given to Your Holineſs, and 
to the Sacred Apoſtolic See, the moſt conſtant 
ſervice, the Se 5 reſpectful ſubmiſſion, and an 


«< implicit obedience, to receive and obſerve-what- 
« ever ſhall be determined and ordained by the ſaid 
Holy Apoftolical See, and eſpecially the Decrees 
* of the wy of November, 1704, and the 25th 


of September, 1740, concerning the Chineſe 
Ceremonies z. which Decrees, in the manner 
they are ſet forth and explained by Your Holi- 


te neſs, in the Letter written by the moſt Illuſtri- 


ous and moſt Reverend Aſſeſſor of the Holy 

Office to the aforeſaid Father General, the 11th 
of October, 1710, the whole Company willingly 
receives, accepts, and promiſes to obſerve lite- 


rally, without any contradiction, tergiverſation, 


or room for the leaſt delay, pretence, or excuſe- 


The ſaid General declares, that this is the lan- 
guage, theſe the ſentiments, and this the Spirit 
of the whole my, which will always be 
the ſame as it has hitherto ever been. And if, 
notwithſtanding this, there ſhould be found 


(Which God forbid) among the 1 that 


are ſubject to him, in any part of the World, 


any one who entertains other ſentiments, or 
ſpeaks another Janguage, (which it may not be 


in the power of human prudence to guard 

ainſt, or prevent, amongſt ſo great a number 
of fabjects)! the General declares, aſſures, and 
proteſts, that he, from this time, reproves and 
repudiates him as a perſon deſerving — 
ment, and that he neyer will look upon him as 


ng - 


40 
cc 
cc 
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Le. 1 
one who has degenerated from his condition, 
This is, an ys has been, the manner in 
which the Company has behaved towards ſuch 


ſort of men; and, as long as it ſhall be in her 
power, ſhe will always endeavour to check and 


deſtroy their undertakings. 5 | 


« This is the ſpirit, this the diſpoſition, and 
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this the proteſtation of the whole Company, 
which its General, in the name of all his Order, 
lays at the feet of Your Holineſs, that it may 
be ſpread throughout the whole Church. And 
if he could have found clearer and ſtronger 
words than thoſe made uſe of in this proteſta- 


tion, to expreſs his ſentiments, he would gladly 


have preferred them, as he is ready to do any 
other form that may be thought more explicit, 
and more capable of ſilencing thoſe who ſpeak 
in favour of injuſtice, and put a malignant con- 
ſtruction upon what is ſaid with ſimplicity of 


heart. The Father General pretends, deſires. 


and wills, that all the words he makes uſe of 
in this Writing, may have the ſame force as 


any other terms that might be more proper; 


acknowledging that he has not been able to find 
clearer, or more ſignificant expreſſions, to de- 


clare the true and ſincere ſentiments of the 
whole Company.” | 5 5 


From the Profeſſed-bouſe at Rome, November the 


Here, indeed, we have a e eee, with of. 
rs worthy to be heard an 


fully credited, and 


after which we may ſurely fleep in peace. This is 
not like the retractation and proteſt which the Fa- 


ther General Retz made, after the publication of 


his 


5 
PP 
his Father du Halde's Hiſtory of China; nor like 
that of the Superiors of the Fathers Hardouin and 
Berruyer, when they diſapproved of the Commen- 
taries of the former, and the ſecond part of the 
Hiſtory of the People of God, by the latter. 
Their declarations were ſo turned, that no conclu- 
ſion could be drawn from them, and, at the ſame 
time, they were contradicted by manifeſt facts. 
I defy all the Notaries of the Capitol to find out 
more ſubtleties, circumſtances, exceptions, re- 
ſerves, &c. to elude the force of any act, than the 
Jeſuits can do, when they think proper. But 
this is drawn up in the ſtrongeſt manner, and with 
the greateſt ſmcerity ;,, without any contradiction, ter- 
giverſation, or room for the haſt delay, pretence, or 
excuſe. It is drawn up with ſimplicity of heart, and 


if the Father General, and the whole Company, could 


have found more proper, clearer, or more ſignificant 
expreſſions, they would have made uſe of them. 


What ſay you to this, my Friend? Can any thing 
be deſired ſtronger, or more explicit? I am confi- 

dent it will never once come into your thoughts 
even to ſuſpect a poſſibility of breaking a promiſe 

ſo ſolemnly made: for, ſay you, if that ſhould 
happen, there would be an end to all faith in men, 
and nothing would be able to bind them. No, 
my Friend, there ſtill are many men of honour and 
veracity in the world, whoſe words may be relied 
on; but it may be doubted whether any of them 
belong to the Society. The Jeſuits broke every 
word of their promiſe, I do not ſay fifty years after 
they had made it, or in another Pontificate, but 
in the life time of the very ſame Pope, who, for 
that reaſon, four years after, viz. in 1715, was ob- 
liged to publiſh the Bull Ex illa die, in which was 
inſerted every clauſe that could poſſibly be thought 

- 5 
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of, to hinder the malice of men from eluding and 
oppoſing the Apoſtolical Decrees. But even this 
was not ſufficient. The Jeſuits ſtil} remained as 
perverſe as ever, and Innocent XIII. incenſed at 
their diſobedience, made a Decree, in 1723, for- 
bidding them to receive Novices, or ſend Miſſio- 

naries to China: and that this injunction might 

not be ſuppoſed to be occaſioned by any new fault 
of the Society, the Pope declared expreſly, in the 
Decree itſelf, that the reaſon of his enacting it was 
the juggle and connivance between the F ather Ge- 
neral and his Miſſionaries, and their tranſgreſſion 
af the famous Declaration of 1711, quoted above. 


But what did the Father General do then? He 
had recourſe to the two uſual great expedients, 
vrith which the Company always battles it, when 
at à loſt for other weapons; expedients fertile in 
arguments, and never to be exhauſted. Theſe 
were, to deny the whole, and to publiſh new fal- 
ities. *- The General, as his preſent Succeſſor Fa- 
ther Ricci has ſince done, © preſented a Memorial 
_ #0 the Pope, in which he daringly called God to 
witneſs, that: he did not find biumjelf guilty of any of © 
the faults of which he wa, accuſed; and that he had 
good reaſons to judge that the greateſt part of his Mi/- 
ie in China did nat deviate from their duty, ex- 
cepling a ſmall number of bad ſubjecis, from which the 
bolieſs Communities, including even that 'of tbe Apoſ- 
los, are not exempied. Upon what were theſe good 
reaſons founded, which made the Father General 
Tamburini judge, that the greateſt part of his 
Miſſionaries did not deviate from their duty ? Bur 
perhaps he meant, that it was their duty to diſobey 
the Pope, and obey the Father General. Nay, 1 
' -knaw not whether this may not be one of the many 
yows they make at the time of their final admiſſion 
\ into 


4 

into the Order: at leaſt, there ſeems to me to be 
good reaſon-to ſuſpect it, when I ſee a Father Gene- 
ral ſwear, in the preſence of God, chat he had 
good reaſens to believe his Miſſionaries did their 
duty; though he knew, at che ſame time, rhac 
the Holy See had condemned the Chineſe Rites 
near an hundred years before; that, on the rath 
of September 1645, Innocent X. not only con- 
demned them, but pronounced ſentence of Excom- 
munication againſt thoſe who ſhould practiſe them; 
that, notwithſtanding this, che Jeſuits did filth 
continue to practiſe them, and their Father Morales 
even undertook to defend them in print, Which 
made Clement IX. on the 19th of November, 
1669, confirm the Decree of Innocent X. and 
laſtly, that Father Oliva, General of the Order, 
after ſwearing to obſerve the faid Decrees, wrote 
the above-mentioned private Lerters to the Fathers 
min China, directly contrary to thoſe that were 

made public, in which he promiſed to obey” che 


Decrees. 


Judge now whether His Moft Faithful Majeſty 
could believe the promiſes and "repreſentations of 
the Superiors of the Company, whether he could 
grant their demand, and whether Father Ricci has 
any reaſon to complain that he has not been heard. 
His reaſon for inſerting this in his Memorial, and 
his deſign in ſo doing, are very evident, as is alſo 
what would have been the conſequence of his 
being attended to; namely, that the Jeſuits would 
then have tried to ſpin out this affair as long as 
they poſſibly could. To gain eight or ten years, 
is no ſort of difficulty with them; ſo fertiſe are 
they in ſubtleties and inventions; and by gaining 
time, which is their beſt friend, and moſt ap- 
proved panacza, they heal all fores, let them®be 


| N 
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never ſo foul and gangrenous. They would deny, 
as they now do, the moſt certain and moſt notori- 
ous facts; and when beaten out of that play, they 
would find a thouſand apologies. Theſe failing, 
they would have recourſe to their uſual laſt ſhift 
of _ printed papers, condemning and de- 
teſting all the proceedings of their Brethren, de- 
claring their ſorrow for them, and proteſting their 
readineſs to ſubmit to any ſort of penance. They 
would then get their ſolemn declaration ſigned by 
every one of the Company, from the Father Ge- 
neral down to the Scullion of the Noviciate, if it 
ſhould be thought neceſſary; and would print it, 
and preſent it to our King, with the moſt binding 
clauſes, and moſt tremendous oaths. After that, 
they would be ſtill and quiet, and all the declara- 
tions they had lately diſperſed would diſappear in 
aà trice, and become ſo ſcarce that there would be 
no finding one of them. This was what really 
happened with regard to the Retractations before 
ſpoken of, among which I mentioned that of the 
Father General Retz concerning Father de Halde's 
Hiſtory, of which, as I remember your telling 
me, ſome time ago, that you had never ſeen it, 
J here ſend you a Copy. Pray obſerve how deli- 
cately it is worded. e 
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% Mosr BLESSED FATHER, 


10 1 General of the Company of Jeſus, 


humbly proſtrated at Your Moſt Holy 

« Feet, repreſents to Your Holineſs, that, to, his p 
“& infinite grief, he has been informed, by means 0 
2 <« of the Lord Archbiſhop of Damaſcus, Aſſeſſor $ 
& of the Holy Office, that Father du Halde, one 4 
of his ſubjects, having written and printed, in 40 


5 French, 


275 bo 
* * 
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c French, a Work, intitled, 4 Geographical, Hiſ. 
« tarical, Chronological, Political, and Phyſical De- 
s ſcription of China and Chineſe Tartary; has, in the 

& third of the four Volumes into which he has di- 

vided it, preſumed to treat of the long diſcuſſed 
controverſies concerning the Rites of that Na- 
tion, notwithſtanding the Decree emaned in the 
year 1710, by which the Sovereign Pontif Cle- 
ment XI. expreſsly forbad the publiſhing of any 
book, or writing, upon this Subject. For this 
cauſe the General, obeying, like a true ſon of 
„ the Holy See, all the Decrees of the Pontifs, 
« and particulrrly the orders of Your Holineſs, 
„ always reſpected him, and now intimated to 

him by the Lord Archbiſhop of Damaſcus, 
declares, that he, and all his Company, re 
prove and condemn all that the aforefaid Father, 
his ſubject, has written and publiſhed concerning 
the Chineſe Rites, contrary to the tenor of the 
above-mentioned Decree of 1710. And be- 
cauſe he neither has read, nor can read the con- 
tents of the Work in queſtion, on account of 
its being written in a language which he does 
not underſtand, he particularly reproves and 
aboliſhes all that is contained in the extract 
communicated to him by his Lordſhip of Da- 
* maſcus, as being contrary to the deciſion of the 
* aforeſaid laudable Decree of 1710, concerning 
* the ſaid Rites: and at the ſame time he humbly 

* beſeeches Your Holineſs to reſt ſatisfied, that 

the Company, which at its firft riſe bound and 
obliged itſelf in the ſtrongeſt manner always to 
depend upon the will of the Vicar of Jeſus 
Chriſt, ſtill remains firmly reſolved never to 
*“ depart, in any one thing, from that perfect obe- 
* dience which it profeſſes, and which it looks | 
upon as the chief, or rather the only foundation : 
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er of its — With this diſpoſition of 
* mind, the Company, humbly kifling Your 
« Moſt TOO ee bogs you opt * 


* tion. 


« Vous Hotawazs's | 
| FS 
« Moſt humble, moſt. obedient, | 


* And: moſt obliged Servant, and Son, 


a From the Noviciate - | * 
2 au ng na, B 7 


The Sg 8 Father 1 lays.; in * 
Memorial, as I obſerved before, that the Superiors 
of the Jeſuits Mered to ſend from abroad the fitteſt 
and moſt worthy Members of their Order, to be Viſi- 
tors, and to reform the abuſes which may have crept 
in. Is not this defiring the King to truſt entirely 
to them ? His Majeſty muſt be blind indeed, and 

utterly deprived of reaſon, to rely on people who 
never yet once kept their word, His Reverence 
would ſend over to this Kingdom, in quality of 
- Viſitors, the fitteſt and moſs worthy Members of his 
Onder; ſuch, for example, as Father John Lau- 
reati the eſuit, who was ſent from Europe to 
China and Japan, as Viſitor, a little before the 
Apoſtolical Legate Lord Mezzabarba; ſermingly, 
2 a the Miſſions of his brethren, and receive 
e Legate with due honour; but, in reality, to 
y Lars for him, to thwart all the good meaſures 
(ode taking, and to embroil and puzzle 
matters ſo that the Legate ſhould not be able to 
diſcern the truth, or detect the tranſgreſſions of 
the Jeſuits, The better to conceal his deſign, when 
-the. Legare ſer out from Macao for Canton, the 
2 Father 
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Father Vilitor een Se Mp . following: 


declaration. 


«7 John Laureati, of the Company of 1 
* to remove all ſuſpicion concerning my ſenti- 
« ments, do promiſe and ſwear, in the preſence 
„of God, who ſees the bottom of my heart, 
e that I never will, directly or indirectly, by my- 
<« ſelf or by others, in any manner whatever, hin- 
der the execution of the orders of our Moſt 
Holy Father Clement XI. concerning the Chi- 
« neſe Rites. I alſo ſwear to execute them myſelf 
“with all ſincerity, and to affiſt, to the utmoſt of 
** my power and abilities, the Lord Charles Am- 
“ broſe Mezzabarba, who is ſent to China on this 
4 account, in quality of Legate g Latere, This: 
e is what, of my own accord, without being 
© aſked or required, I promiſe, ſwear, and vow” 
** 50 BP) me Wo and che 85 Goſpels, | 


bs J OHN Lavapa7h, 
4 Vifitor in China and Japan? 


Who wink not have expected to ſee this Lega: 
tion prove as happy, as that of the Cardinal or 
Tournon was the reverſe? | Yet the truth js, that 
this righteous Viſitor called God to witneſs, ſwore, 
and vowed, only the better to deceive the Legate, | 
For he, had no ſooner given him this Declaratio 
than he adviſed him to take every opportunity 3 
blaming the conduct of the Cardinal of Tournon, 
to the Emperor and the Mandarins, if he wiſhed 
to ſucceed in his Legation, The many farther 
plots and intrigues of this Viſitor againſt the Le- 
gate, his wicked machinations, and all the falſities 

1e Wrote to ROME, to miſlead and prejudice His 
« * Holineſs 
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Holines Pope Clement XI. are printed in that 
Prelate's Journal and Anecdotes of thoſe times, 
P. 236. 


Theſe are the fit a worthy Viſitors which the 
Father General would fend to America; cunning, 
artful, clear-ſighted men, capable of breakin 
through the moſt ſacred laws of honour and of 
conſcience, and of maintaining that black is white, 
and white black: unleſs he ſhould rather prefer 
good Soldiers, and experienced Officers, who 
ſhould. head the rebels, the more ſucceſsfully to 
oppoſe the armies of the two crowns, 


Thus you fee, that all the declarations, pro- 
miſes, and oaths, with which the Jeſuits formerly 
defended. themſelves againſt their accuſers, are now 
turned againſt themſelves, becauſe their falſehood 
is detected, and Truth triumphs. Amidſt a heap 

of miſrepreſentations, lies, peruries, and breaches 
of faith and honeſty, with which the above acts 
are filled; I find however, in Father Tamburini's 
Memorial, one true confeſſion, which ought to be 
carefully remembered, namely, The aforeſaid Father 
General declares, that this is the language of the whole 
Company, and that theſe are the ſentiments, and this 
the ſpirit, with which it now is, and always <will be 
actuated. Words truly golden; badly applied by 
the Father General, but which it may be proper 


to remember, in order to apply them better, when 
| occaſion ſhall require. 


REFLEC- 


„ 


REFLECTION XIX. 


Moreover, it was great) feared, left this Viſitation, 


de of prodicng as ſol Refarmavion, migh 
create unneceſſary diſturbances, th 


3 HANK God; at laſt the Father General 

comes to the point, and ſpeaks candidly. 
That you may likewiſe ſee my impartiality, which 
I have hitherto ſhewn by pointing aut the difficul- 
ties in the Memorial, as they have occurred to me; 


I now declare to you, that, with reſpect to this 


article, I am fully and wholly of the Father Gene- 
ral's opinion, I too ſay, that, in whatever mannep 


the Viſitation be made, there will always be dan- 


ger of its proving uſeleſs, and creating diſturban- 
ces: for ſuppoſing the Father General ſhould ſend his 
own Viſitors, no one can doubt but that they would 
occaſion great diſturbances, by fomenting the Res 
bellion, and calumniating all the Biſhops, and all 
the Miniſters of His Moſt Faithful Majeſty and of 
the King of Spain, who ſhould attempt to oppoſe 
their deſigns; and that they would leave nothing 
undone to ſupport their Trade and other diſorderly 
deeds, | 4, 


Suppoſing the Viſitors be fent by the Cardinal 


of Saldanha, ſtill I believe they will be equally 
uſeleſs ; the meaſures they may take, uſeleſs; the 
reports they may make, uſeleſs; the Decrees of 


His Eminence, or even the Edits of His Ma- 


jeſty, in conſequence thereof, uſeleſs; and all 
the Bulls the Pope can make after the Viſitas 
tion, as uſeleſs as the reſt : for prudence tells us, 
that he who would know what is to be, need only 
look back upon what has been. The Jeſuits never 
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did obey any Superiors, either Eccleſiaſtics, or Se- 
culars, Popes, or Kings: they never regarded 
their oaths, nor minded Excommunications, or 
Laws divine, or human, or Conſcience, Honeſty, 
or Honour. How then can. it be poſlible to keep 


them within bounds? The Father General is in 


the right to ſay, that this Viſitation might create 
unneceſſary diſturbances, 


Let me not be told, that the General and the 
Superiors will chaſtiſe ſuch of their Religious as 


are culpable; for it is well known, that they will 


do any thing but chaſtiſe them. Witneſs the 


many Jeſuits found guilty by their Superiors, and 


acknowledged to be ſo, even in print, not one of 
whom has ever been puniſhed, when the offence 
has not been againſt the Syſtem of the Company. 
J will not here revive the remembrance of ſuch 
Jeſuits as have been proceeded againſt, and con- 
demned, by public Juſtice, for moſt atrocious 
crimes; but ſhall only mention ſome, whoſe own 


Superiors have confeſſed their guilt, or, at leaſt, 


have not been able to hide it. 


The Fathers Dominic Fuciti, and Emanuel Fer- 
reira, were convicted of diſobedience of the Papal 
Bulls relating to the Chineſe Rites; and, on that 
account, they were recalled to Rome, by a Decree 
of the Congregation de propaganda, the 28th of 
Auguſt, 1678. But the Father General thereupon 
certified, that they were at length grown ſenſible 
of their fault, and obſerved the Apoſtolic Con- 
ſtitution; upon which the order for their return 
was ſuſpended. But it appeared afterwards, that 
theſe Fathers perſevered in their obſtinacy, and 
that their General not only had not chaſtiſed them, 
but had even prevented their appearing at Rome. 

. 1 e 


„ 

The Fathers Joſeph Teſſanier, Philip Marini, 
Bartholomew a Coſta, Thomas Valgarneira, and 
Joſeph Candone, were likewiſe ſummoned to Rome, 
at different times, by the ſame Congregation: but 
the Father General never would ſuffer them to go, 
or order them to be chaſtiſed. Nay, though the 
Congregation inſiſted abſolutely on their appearing, 


it was in vain the General ſtill finding tricks and 


artifices to elude tire order, and prevent the pu- 
niſhment of theſe Fathers; inſomuch as, at laſt, 
to atteſt that Dominic Fuciti and Bartholomew a 
Coſta were dead : but they came to life again ſoon 
after. They condemned, as I faid before, their 


Father Hardouin, and declared that Father Ber- 


ruyer had printed his works without the approba- 
tion of his Superiors : but yet neither of them 
ever met with the leaſt chaſtiſement; and this 
has been the caſe of thouſands of others, as you 
know better than I do. What remedy can then 
be found for the many diforders of the Company? 
One or other of theſe two muſt be made uſe of. 


Either the whole Body muſt ſeriouſly and ſincerely 


reſolve to reform, to alter its ſyſtem, to conform 
to the rules of the Goſpel, and to ſubmit to the 
Holy See, the Pope, the Councils, and their pri- 
mitive Conſtitutions; or theſe peſtiferous Tares, 


ſo widely ſpread over the whole face of the Church, 


muſt be entirely rooted out, and deſtroyed. 


[ J 


REFLECTION XX. 


is cos more particularly apprebended with reſoed 
to foreign Countries, of which his Eminence 0 
Haldanba has the care, and to which he bas the 
power of 1 Delegates. The greateſt conſi- 

' gence is plated in ihe ſaid moſt Eminent Cardinal, 
whenever he afts in his own perſon : but it appears 
that there is reaſon to apprehend, that perſons may 
happen to be Delegates, who are either not well ac- 
quainted with the Inſtitutions of the Regulars, or 
not well intentioned; which may e ton much miſ- 


chief. 


LL theſe words are ſo many riddles. How- 

ever, I will try to explain them, one after 
another. The Father General has the greateſt 
confidence in his Eminence, when he acts in his 
own perſon : but he has not that confidence in his 
choice of proper perſons to be Delegates: on the 
contrary, he is full of fear, leſt he ſhould err 
therein, and nominate perſons either ignotant, or 
not well intentioned. The Father General ſhould 
ſeem by this to imagine, that the Cardinal Viſitor 
will not appoint the Delegates himſelf, but leave 
others to chuſe them, or draw them by lots; for 
he has already proteſted, that he has the greateſt 
confidence in him; if he does it himſelf, If this 
be all, his Reverence may be eaſy, for the Car- 
dinal will chuſe the Delegates himſelf, But I doubt 
the Father General muſt have had ſome other 
meaning; for otherwiſe he would contradict him- 


far: I will tell you. preſently what he meant to 
ſay. | 


He 
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Ne adds, that here appears to him to be reaſon to 
apprehend, &c. 1 ſhould be highly obliged to his 
Reverence, if he would be ſo kind as to tell me 

the reaſons of this apprehenſion. He has the 
greateſt confidence in whatever the Cardinal does 
in his own perſon. If then his Eminence himſelf 
appoints the Delegation, the Father General muſt 
conſequently have the greateſt confidence in the 
Delegates. This Syllogiſm is agreeable to all the 


Rules of Logic, and 1 defy Ariſtotle himſelf to 


except againſt ic. What then does the Father 
General mean by this vague, enigmatical fear of 
his, which falls univerſally upon indeterminate 
perſons ? Is not this excepting againſt a Judge be- 
fore he is appointed? A thing that even a School- 
boy would laugh at. His deſign is this : to pre- 
pare the Pope, and perhaps the Cardinal Vilitor 
too, for another Memorial, (for the Jeſuits will 

certainly draw up another), in which they will ex- 
claim loudly, that all the informations and accounts 
received from America, no matter from whom, 
come from perſons, either not well acquainted with 
the Inſtitutions of the Regulars, or not well intention- 
2d. Here; I would juſt hint to the Father Gene- 
ral, that theſe words of his may poſſibly be thrown 
away; for that there will be no occaſion for De- 
legates, the authentic and well proved informations 
and accounts, already received, being much more 
than ſufficient. But what does he mean by his 
per ſons not well acquainted with the Inſtitutions of the 
Regulars? Is it neceſſary, in order to eſtabliſh facts 
already proved. notorious, and permanent, to 
ſeek out people who know by heart the Hiſtory of 
the Religious Orders by Morigia, their Father 
Bonanni, and many others? Muſt the Judges of 
theſe matters have read the Conſtitutions of all 
; K 4 the 


5 == 
the Religious Orders, from St. Baſil and St. Be- 
nedict, down to the preſent time? There can be no 


need of any ſuch thing. To judge of facts which 
are Clear and evident, nothing can be wanting but 
eyes, and a ſound unprejudiced mind: and to 
judge of what is right, it is ſufficient to know the 


Chriſtian Doctrine, or even the bare Law of Na- 
tures 5 hs Es £ FEET, 


His Reverence would likewiſe have perſons well- - 


intentioned; meaning, by this Enigma, perſons who 
do not think there is any harm in uſurping a Pro- 
vince from a Sovereign; in making ſubjects rebell, 
and take up arms againſt their Prince; in reducing 
to ſlavery, men born free; in Eccleſiaſtics carrying 
dn even the moſt ſordid traffic, under pretence of 
propagating the Faith: who look upon uſurious 
contracts as laudable things, and hold it right to 
calumniate and perſecute ſuch as diſcover them; 
provided all this be done for the benefit of their 

rder, and ſaid to be alſo for the greater glory of 
God. If chis be the Father General's meaning, 
this the ſolution of his Enigma, as it probably, 
nay, I was going to ſay, as it plainly and certainly 
is; I would adviſe the Cardinal Viſitor to appoint 
none but Jeſuits to take informations in America, 
| becauſe he will not be able to find any other per- 
fons in the world, but they, their dependants, and 
fuch as have imbibed their maxims, who can be 


called well intentioned, according to the Father Ge- 


neral's acceptation of that word; | 


This moſt Reverend Father adds; that the not 
obſerving of theſe things may occaſion much miſchief. 
He certainly judges right : for if the report of 
any but a Jeſuit, or a hireling of the Jeſuits, ſhould 
be credited, the Company would be obliged Wy 
__ | make 
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make reſtitution of vaſt tracts of uſurped lands, 
to reſtore the poor Indians ro their native freedom, 
and to give up all that trade which now brings in 
ſuch immenſe riches to the Society. But if the 
Father General will conſider, with the Goſpel in 
his hand, and the Rule of St. Ignatius before his 
eyes, what he now terms miſchief, he will no lon- 
ger give it that name, but will call it a benefit, 
an advantage, a bleſſing, granted by the Lord, 
who does not deſire the ruin, but the reformation 
and amendment of his Order: and he will then 
join with, and obey, the Pope and our King, who 
cheriſh the Inſtitution of which he is the head, 
more tenderly than he himſelf does, and more 
than any of thoſe Eords who are ſaid to follicit 
here in behalf of the Jeſuits, by denying, or ridi- 
culouſly pretending to excule the dreadful diſorders 
which over-run the whole Society. 


ba | 
REFLECTION XXI. 
| * | 


For theſe cauſes, the General of the Company of Fe- 
fas, in the name of his whole Order, with humble 


and inſtant prayers implores the Authority of Your 


| Holineſs, that You will vouchſafe to direct ſuch 


means as Your high wiſdom ſhall ſuggeſt, for the 
relief of thoſe who are not guilty, and who are able 


to juſtify their actions; for the juſt and uſeful amend- 


ment of ſuch as may be guilty; and, above all, far 


the reputation of the whole Order; that it may 
not be. rendered imcapable of promoting the ſervice 

f God, and the Salvation of Souls; of ſerving the 

. Sacred Sce; and of ſeconding the pious zeal of Your 
Holineſs; upon whom, both the aforeſaid General, 

and his whole Order, will ever beſeech the Almighty 
to pour down all his heavenly bleſſings through a 
long courſe of years, to the emolument and proſperity 
of the Univerſal Church. : N 


\ T length we come to the concluſion of this 
moſt artful Memorial, and to the petition 


and prayer of the Company. The firſt thing de- 
ſired is, that ſuch of the Religious of this Order as 
are not guilty, and are able to juſtify their actions, 


may remain quiet and unmoleſted. The Father 
General may be perfectly eaſy as to this point; for 
I fee that ſeveral who are known to be guilty, and 
not able to juſtify their actions, are not diſturbed 
in any ſhape. I have already mentioned the pub- 


lic and ſcandalous Trade which the Jeſuits carry on 
at Rome, under the eyes of the Pope, and of the 


Sacred College, as well as throughout all Italy: 


and yet they live exempt from all the penalties di- 


rected by ſo many Canons of the Church, and 
. 2 | Decrees 
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Decrees of the Popes. That great luminary of 
France, M. Boſſuet, who may juſtly be compared 
to the primitive Fathers, thundered in the ears of 
the Biſhops and Eccleſiaſtical Superiors, that they 
will ſuffer at the great Tribunal of God the pu- 
niſhment decreed for thoſe who violate the Canons, 
and introduce abuſes into the Church; becauſe 
they, inſtead of preventing theſe offences, by a 
due exertion of their Authority, on the contrary 
countenance and authorize them, 


The Father, General's ſecond demand is, the 
juſt and uſeful amendment of ſuch as may be guil- 
ty. If his Reverence was in earneſt, he need not 
apply to the Pope for this favour. If he really 
deſires the amendment of his Company, let him 
reſtore to our King what his Religious have uſurp- 
ed, let him ſet the poor Indians at liberty, let him 
aboliſh the Trade of his Society, forbid his ſub- 


jects to meddle with the political affairs of Princes, 


and make them ceaſe to calumniate, perſecute, &c. 
This will be the juſteſt and moſt truly uſeful 
amendment he can defire, He, and his Aſſiſtants, 
know it, my Friend, and fee it, better than you 
or I. But juſt and uſeful amendment ſignifies a very 
different thing in their mouths, from what it does 
in ours. To attack theſe crimes after their faſhion, 
and proceed againſt the accuſed in ſuch manner that 
the imputation of guilt may be conjured away, and 
vaniſh, is what they call f. They would have their 
Order keep what it has uſurped, continue its in- 
croachmeats, and extend its Trade more and more; 
and this they call 2 ful. 


The third requeſt is, that, above all, care may 
be taken of the reputation of the Order; and this 
again depends upon the Father General and the 


other 


r 
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other Superiors, if a true and real reputation be 


the thing intended. It is not to be eſtabliſhed by 


a Bull of the Pope, or an Edict of the King; but 
has its ſource in the opinions of men, and ariſes 
ſpontaneouſly from the manners, cuſtoms, actions, 
and lives of thoſe who would acquire it. But 


the Jeſuits mean only a - pages reputation, void 
al 


of all real foundation; a falſe character, which can- 
not be acquired but by blinding all mankind. An 
outward ſemblance of virtue may gain reputation 
for a time, but it will not laſt long, and even, the 
teaſt diſcerning will at laſt ſee through the cheat. 
No remedy then remains, but a total change of 
conduct, and to ſuffer ſhame and diſgrace for a 
while; till at length perſeverance in the practiſe 
of what is right effaces the bad impreſſion from 
the minds of men, and a true and ſolid reputation 
takes its place. Then it is that the Company 
would become capable of promoting the Service 
of God, and the Salvation of Souls, and of ſerv- 
ing the ſacred See; three truly laudable, good, 
and holy things, when properly performed, but 
not as they have been hitherto managed by the 
Jeſuits, who, for the Honour of God, and the 
welfare of Chriſtianity, had much better never 
| have meddled with them. 9 8 | 


That 1 may not be thought to ſpeak out of 
malice or ill-will againſt the Jeſuits, ler us examine, 
between you and I, in what manner they promote 
the ſervice of God. We {ſhall find, that the 
whole of their endeavours to that end conſiſts, in 
their ſetting out their Church Service with pomp- 
ous ſhews, concerts of muſic, and other ſuch like 
things, much fitter for a theatrical entertainment, 
than for the pious worſhip of a Chriſtian Congre- 
gation: in having great quantities of gold, ee 
9 8 | ns 
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and precious ſtones, under pretence of adorning 
their Altars therewith, but which are, in reality, 
a fund of riches belonging to their Houſes: in 
worming out of their devotees large ſums of mo- 
ney, towards building and beautifying their 
Churches, and ornamenting them with pictures, 
ſtatues, &c. and for enlarging their own Convents ; 
by which means they attract the wonder, and gain 
the eſteem of the aſtoniſhed multitude, and at the 
ſame time gratify their own ambition of ſeeming 

reater than any other order of Religious: in 
| building magnificent Colleges, profeſſed Houſes, 
Noviciates, and Seminaries as big as half a city, 
Theſe are the things which they call promoting 
the ſervice of God. . | : 


They ſay the ſame of their public Schools for 
the inſtruction of youth ; though it is well known, 
and has been proved in more books than would 
form a ſmall Library, that their method of teach- 
ing is not only the worlt in the world, but even 
very prejudicial to their pupils, as indeed ſome of 
their own Society, particularly Father Mariana, 
have confeſſed. But ſtill the old method is obſti- 
nately purſued, in order, as much as pens to 
keep the world in ignorance; becauſe, if men 
ſhould once open their eyes, the Jeſuits would be 
undone. You muſt remember, that when the 
Letter aſcribed to their Father Giuli, ſetting forth 
their real faults and miſmanagement in the con- 
duct of their public Schools, was firſt publiſhed z 
though it was written with the greateſt reſpe& and 
modeſty, yet the whole Order immediately attack- 
ed it with incredible rage and fury, and, by means 
of our Father Azevedo, prevailed upon the Pope 
to command it to be ſuppreſſed, without obſerving 
any fort of order, or even the uſual forms of the 


ld 


Mm 
facred Congregation. But beſides the badneſs of 
their method of inſtructing, it is alſo to be ob- 
ſerved, that the greateſt part of the Maſters who 
are pur at the head of theſe ſchools, are themſelves 


but Novices in the very things they pretend to 


teach, No wonder, therefore, if their ſcholars 
lcarn nothing from them, „ 


But the worſt of all is, that, in their ſchools of 
Divinity, they teach Doctrines contrary to the Te- 
nets of the Church, and a Morality more relaxed 
than that of the Pagans, as is well known to ever 


one that has but dipt into their innumerable books 
upon this Subject, or glanced over the generality 


of their Theſes. They repreſent as impious and 
horrid, the Doctrine of efficacious Grace, recom- 
mended by St. Auguſtin and numbers of other 
holy Fathers, adopted by the Church, and highly 
- approved of and extolled by the Popes; and they 
ſet aſide the myſtery of Predeſtination. They al- 
moſt entirely annihilate Original Sin; and teach 
their moſt pernicious ſyſtem of Probability, ſo 
contrary not only to the precepts of the Fathers 
and of the Church, but to the very light of rea- 
ſon; together with all the dangerous conſequences 
that naturally flow from that baneful doctrine. 


To keep their diſciples in this fatal darkneſs, they 
diſſuade them from the ſtudy of the Holy Scrip- 


tures, and prejudice them againſt the Works of Sr, 
Auguſtin, and of the other Doctors of the Church; 
by telling them, that theſe books are fit for none 
but Heretics tos read, and that they are of no ſort 
of ſervice towards determining Caſes of Conſcience 
which occur daily. They blame, and take from 
them all good books, recommend bad ones, and 
ſuffer them to read none but thoſe of their own 


writing, | 
CPE . They 
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They pretend to inſtruct their Collegians and 
Seminariſts in the Sciences, and in Piety; and call 
it promoting the Service of God, The rabble 
believes them: but men of more diſcernment ſee 
plainly, that all their places of Education are like 
ready turniſhed lodgings, by letting of which the 
Company not only gets a conſiderable profit, but, 
as I obſerved before, has a fine opportunity of in- 
veigling the richeſt, nobleſt, and moſt ſenſible of 
the Novices, for whom the Fathers know full 
well how to ſpread their nets, The erecting of 
numbers of Brotherhoods, compoſed of various 
claſſes of people, in order to have ſome of all ranks 
and conditions, not. only attached and devoted ta 
them, but ready to ſerve them on all occaſions, ta 
inform them of every minute tranſaction in a city, 
and of the character of every perſon in it, is, ac- 
cording to them, another way of promoting the 
ſervice of God; beſides which they make it an 
excellent means of enſnaring inheritances, catching 
legacies, and extorting charitable donations. The 
ſervice of God is likewiſe, without doubt, promot- 
ed by their begging about from Town to Town, 
and from Village to Village, under the name of 
_ Miſſionaries : at leaſt, all theſe things impoſe upon 
the ſhort-ſighted, ignorant multitude, ſo much, 
that they believe the Church would periſh if it 
was not for the Jeſuits, „ 


But what end do theſe bleſſed Miſſions generally 
anſwer ? Only to breed diſturbances and confuſion 
wherever they take place: to ſtir up a thouſand 

diſputes between the Biſhops and their Clergy, of 
which, thanks to the Preſs, numberleſs inſtances 
have been made more than ſufficiently public. Nor 
does the evil ſtop there; the people make * 
. | | : rable 
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rable irregular Confeſſions, and conſequently ag 
often Teceive the Communion facrilegioufly. The 
Miſſionaries. depart, vainly boaſting of the thou- 
fands they have confeſſed; but without once re- 
flecting, that, after they are gone, their penitents 
relapfe into their former fins, or perhaps greater. 


J ſhall not dwell upon the ſecond object of the 
Father General's prayer, which is, that his Com- 
ny may be uſeful towards the Salvation. of Souls; 
e what J have already ſaid; may ſuffice here. 
However, not to give you the trouble of turning 
back, I will only deſire you to reflect upon the 
action of our Cardinal Patriarch, a pious man, and 
as zealous for the ſalvation of Souls, as the Jeſuits 
can poſſibly pretend to be; but with this difference, 
that he had no worldly intereſt in view, and was 
actuated ſolely by a ſincere deſire of doing his duty, 
and ptoviding for the welfare of the flock commit- 
ted to his care. This worthy Prelate, finding his 
end approach, at which time the mind is often in- 
lightened in an extraordinary manner, ſuſpended 
the Jeſuits from confeſſing and preaching ; fo fully 
was he ſatisfied of their being hurtful to the falva- 
tion of Souls. Tis true we do not know his par- 
ticular reaſons > but we may well imagine they 
were great and weighty. Even ſuppoſing him to 
have had no other than thoſe general ones mention: 
ed by the Abbot Covet, in his four Letters, they 
alone would have been more than ſufficent to de- 
termine any conſciencious Biſhop, animated with 
a true Zaal, or even only ſtudious of his own res 

_ putation, I mention theſe Letters to you, becauſe 
they are ſo many mathematical demonſtrations, 
which muſt convince. even the dulleſt underſtand- 
ings, though they do not perſuade thoſe Biſhops, 
who guærunt que ſug ſunt, whe jeek their n 
N 15 : and 
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and love the Jeſuits better than they do their own 
Souls. Strange and incredible, bur yet too true, 
that there ſhould' be men, even Prelates, ſo weak 
as to refolve not to read either theſe Letters, or 
ſeveral. other books of the fame kind, for fear of 
being enlightened : fooliſhly thinking by that 
means to eſcape the Judgment of God 


Methinks I now ſee all the Jeſuits of the Court 
of Rome, together with, all their auxiliaries and 
partizans, railing a furious - uproar againſt theſe 
Letters, and inſiſting on their being condemned: 
nor do I doubt, either their finding ſome ſhallow . 
politicians, weak enough to lend them their aſſiſt- 
ance, or their ſucceeding in their deſign. The 
method is very eaſy, as I myſelf learnt whilſt I 
was at Rome. It is only getting ſome man of cone 
ſequence, who is deſirous to ingratiate himſelf with 
the Jeſuits, to denounce the book, The Secretary 
then orders it to be examined by a Counſellor, or 
Cenſor, who is both a Moliniſt and a Probabiliſt, 
in the pay of the Society, and ready to do as he is 
bid. No other Counſellor is appointed to defend 
it, notwithſtanding the Bull of Benedi& XIV, 
which, in truth, is more regarded, than the Con- 
ſtitution Superna of Clement X. The Cardinals 
who fit as Judges, have never read the book, but 
take for granted what they hear ſaid againſt it; and 
thus the job is done at once, and the book prohi-„ 
bited. I am willing to believe the cafe would be dif- 
terent in regard to the Letters I have been ſpeak- 
ing of, by reaſon of the probity and learning of 
the preſent Cardinal Preſident, and of the Secreta- 
ry; and becauſe ſuch a prohibition would do little 
honour. to the Sacred Congregation, which pro- 
hibits books in order to | promote the welfare of 
ſouls, but not to give * offence, or to be their 


„„ 5 
ruin. Though no one ſhould ſay a ſyllable about 


it at Rome, all the reſt of the world would not be 


ſilent. People would ſay, that this Book was exami- 
ned before by a more rigid Tribunal, namely, the 
Holy Office, in 1717, and that it was not at all con- 
demned there. That the prohibiting of it amounts 
to an approbation of the doctrines, propoſitions, 
and opinions cenſured and deteſted in it; which 
any may, conſequently, from thenceforth, ſafely 
adopt and follow in the adminiſtration of the Sa- 


crament of Confeſſion, and preach in the Chair of 


Truth. Even if others ſhould not ſay this, the 
Jeſuits themſelves moſt certainly would; and in 
that caſe no anſwer could be made them, becauſe 
the argument is abſolutely concluſive. 


Ahe third and laſt thing to be conſidered is, how 


far the Jeſuits are uſeful towards Serving the Hoy 


See. 


Whoever liſtens to e hear them re- 


ſound throughout all the World, in all their Books, 
and in all their Writings, that the buſineſs of their 

lives is to defend the Apoſtolic See; to ſupport its 
doctrines againſt Heretics; and to aſſert its rights, 
immunities, and pre- eminence, againſt the whole 
Catholic world. But a little reflection will ſhew, 
that theſe Fathers, to maintain their monſtrous 
opinions, unjuſtifiable maxims, and intereſts which 
cannot be defended by any ſort of reaſons, pretend 
to have the greateſt zeal for the Holy See; firſt, 


to cover thereby their pernicious deſigns, the know- 


| ledge of which would ruin the credit of the Com- 


pany; and ſecondly, to have a ftronger ſupport, 


and buckler of defence, by engaging the Court of 
Rome to protect them in return. But the n 5 
ment Rome. determines any thing againſt them, 
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by Decrees, or Bulls, they inſtantly riſe up againſt 
jt, like venomous ſerpents; oppoſe it with inexpreſ. 
ſible rancour and impertinence; and diſobey the 

command with inſufferable arrogance and contempt, 
The inſtances of this are innumerable, and I have 
already given you enough of them in this Letter, 
But why need we ſeek for other examples, when 
we have a convincing one under our eyes, in this 
very Memorial? The late Pope, Benedict XIV, 
to ſkreen the Jeſuits from the indignation of our 
King, juſtly incenſed againſt them for their trea- 
ſonable crimes, and to prevent their being ſhame» 
fully driven out of his Majeſty's Dominions, kind. 
ly interpoſed in their behalf, and took upon him 
the Viſitation, and, if it ſhould be neceſſary, the 
Reformation of the Company: and as he could not 
do theſe things in his own perſon, he committed 
the care thereof to one of the moſt reſpectable and 
moſt worthy Prelates of the Church, remarkable 
for his mildneſs, juſtice, diſintereſtedneſs, and 
judgment. What think you the Jeſuits then did ? 
"Theſe boaſters of a blind ſubmiſſion and humble 
fervitude to the Holy See and the Sovereign Pons» 
tif, confirmed by an oath, and by a ſolemn vow, 
filled the world with their lamentations, and more 
than complaints, inſomuch as daringly to ſing 
publicly in their Church, as you wrote me word 
in your laſt; * anima noſtra ſicut paſſer erepta eft dg 
laqueo venantium : laqueus contritus eſt, & nos liberati 
ſumus. Alluding, according to the interpretation 
of many ſenſible men, to the death of Benedict 
XIV. and the exaltation of His preſent Holineſs, 
CLEMENT XIII. in whole preſence they have alſo 
h „ 3g. ſuung 
* Our Soul is eſcaped even as a bird out of the ſnare of the 


fowler ; the ſnare is broken,, and we are gelivered, Plaltg 
$xxiv, ver. 6, | | „„ 
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ſung the above myſterious verſe, in hopes, perhaps, 
that this moſt wiſe and juſt Pontif would immedi- 
ately aboliſh, or limit, the Brief directed to the 
Lord Cardinal Viſitor, or call the Viſitation before 
himſelf, which would have occaſioned great diſ- 
ſturbances between the Holy See and this Court. 
They endeavoured to inſinuate the very ſame thing, 
when, at the celebrated Academical Aſſembly held in 
the Roman Seminary for the exaltation of the preſent 
Pope, they wrote under his portrait, CLEMENTEM 
ſenſere Jovem. This is the zeal, theſe the ſer- 
vices, and this the ſubmiſſion of the Company of 
Jeſus for the Pope, and for Ronie; in whoſe boſom 
they would gladly light up a fire not eaſy to be ex- 
tinguiſhed, in order to flip away, un- noticed, in 
the midſt of the confuſion, and be forgotten; as 
they have often done in ſimilar caſes, luckily for 
themſelves, but unfortunately for the Holy See 
and the Church. 


They now give out, among their devotees and 
friends, that, without a more than great exertion of 
the Mercy of God, Benedict XIV. is damned, 
on account of his Brief for the Viſitation and Re- 
formation of their Order. They wrote the very 
fame thing to the Emperor Ferdinand III. to terri- 
fy him into giving to their College at Mentz, the 
Abbey of Mariencron, which belonged to the Cif- 
tercians, and that of Carantal of the Order of St. 
Clair, which their Father Theodore Lennep had 
ſtrongly demanded by his Letter of the 2d of Oc- 
tober 1729. to Baron Herman de Queſtemberg. 


Many and many other Religious Orders have 
been viſited and reformed, over and over again, 
by the direction of the Holy See; and though 
they had not ſworn, or made any vow of —_ 


3 Liao). Ws 
lar ſubmiſſion to the Pope, yet have they not only 
received his Decrees with humility, but approved 
of, and rejoiced at them, and faithfully put them 
in execution, Let the Father General. of the Je- 
ſuits ſay, whether he calls the preſent behaviour of 
his Religious, obeying and ſerving the Holy See; 
or whether it is not inſulting and deſpiſing it, and 
its Head? I have already obſerved to you, that 
this Memorial is an evident proof of the manner 
in which the Jeſuits ſerve the Pope: and beſides 
the many paſſages which I have pointed out, you 
yourſelf will have taken notice of ſeveral others, 
which ſhew, what are the labours and fatigues of 
the Company, and what the Services which the 
Father General offers to the Pope. But the very 
words made uſe of on this occaſion, and the artful 
manner in which they are linked together, plainly 
diſcover the heart of the Jeſuits, and what they 
mean when they offer their ſervice. It is, that they 


are ready to approve of and accept whatever the 


Holy See ſhall do in their favour ; but to rebell 
for the leaſt thing that diſpleaſes them. In ſhort, 
they will ſerve the Pope in words, provided he 
ſerves them in deeds, and humours them, not only 
in the greateſt part of their caprices, but in all 
of them, without excepting even one: for if they 
are not ſerved, after their own way, even in that. 
ſingle one, they immediately forget all ' paſt ſer- 


| vices, and break out into open war. 


Benedict XIV. in the courſe of his long Pontifi- 
cate, indulged them with ſo many and ſo great 
immunities and privileges, that God grant he may 

not have wierd his foul by favouring them too 


much. I do not now recolle& all the inſtances of 


his kindneſs towards them: but I remember, that 
after he had condemned the Chineſe Rites, as 
| „ . really 


1 56 


really idolatrous, yet, at their earneſt requeſt, he 


permitted them to practice ſome of thoſe Ceremonies 
for ten years, and at the expiration of that term, pro- 
longed his indulgence for ten years more. He gave 
their Prieſts the power of adminiſtring Confirma- 
tion. What pains did he not take, and what would 


he not have done to get their Father Bellarmine 


canonized, had it been poſſible? How many diſ- 


penſations did he not grant them, in the Cauſe of 


the Venerable Francis Girolamo, till they at length 
obtained of him the favourable Decree Super Vir- 
tutibus, by which their ſaint was preferred to many 


great Servants of God, the proceedings for whoſe 


canoniſations had been begun before Father Francis 
was born; but. were now poſtponed through the 
| Pope's exceſſive indulgence towards the Company? 
To ſupport their intereſt, he ordered to be brought 
before himſelf the ſuit which the Roman Seminary 
had concerning a tax unjuſtly demanded and inſiſted 
on from the ſecular Eccleſiaſtics, who were on the 
point of having the diſpute determined in their 
tavour, and of being eaſed of that heavy burden. 
In ſhort, he heaped upon the Jeſuits many othet 
favours and benefactions, which you may remem- 
ber better than I do. But all this, and as much 
more as you pleaſe, is nothing in the eyes of theſe 
Fathers, who pretend. that every. thing is due to 
them, and ought to yield to their will. Sic volo, /c 
jubeo, ſtat pro ratione voluntas, is the tyrannical 
maxim of this haughty Society. 


1 Laſtly, The Father General, as well in his own 


Name, as in that of his whole Order, beſeeches the 


Almighty to pour down all bis heavenly bleſſings, through 
à long courſe of years, upon his Holineſs Clement XIII. 


But does not his Reverence know what the Phariſees, 


whoſe foot-ſteps his Religious follow ſo exactly, 


knew, that God does not bear Sinners? Has not the 


Holy 


PC Ed 8 EIS EO En ß CSS 


Fn io a. HT 


Ei 
Holy Ghoſt ſaid, that the prayer of him who turns 
away his Ears left he ſhould hear the late, will be ex- 
ecrable ? How. then can he and his Religious pre- 
tend to pray for the Sovereign. Pontif, when they 
ſhut their ears againſt ſo many Divine and Eccle- 


ſiaſtical Laws, by the violation of which they have 


actually incurred ſo many excommunications, as 
I have already ſhewn? However, I do not know 
whether they have begun theſe prayers, ſince they 
have ſeen that their artful Memorial has not had the 
deſired effect. Perhaps Clement XIII. inſtead of 
liſtening to a writing ſo full of artifice and falſhood, 
may be of the opinion of his illuſtrious Predeceſſor, 


| who, upon our Miniſter's preſenting to him His Moſt 


Faithful Majeſty's Remonſtrance, lifted up his 


hands towards heaven, and ſaid; We ought to thank 


His Moſt Faithful Majeſty for the filial reſpect with 
which he behaves towards. Us and the Holy See, in 
that We know he might Himſelf chaſtiſe theſe Fathers, 


after the example of ſo many Princes, Sc. At length, 


the eyes of Kings begin to be opened; and the Holy See 
will thereby have it's hands at liberty, and will do it's 


duty, &c. But what will that duty be? I hope that 


the preſent Sacred Pontif, inlightened by the Holy 
\ Spirit, and armed with a true Zeal for the Uni- 

verſal Church, which, ſuffers ſo much. by the falſe 
doctrines, relaxed morality, and pernicious intrigues 


of the Jeſuits, will, jealous of his honour, as well 


as of his eternai happineſs, reject all palliatives, 


which do no ſort of good, and, ſhutting his eyes to 


all human reſpect, boldly apply the remedies that 
belt ſuit deſperate caſes. e 


To aſtiſt thoſe remedies, it is neceſſary to ſearch 


to the root of the evil. My opinion is, that the 
principal cauſe of the dreadful diſorders . of the 
Company of Jeſus, ariſes from its exorbitant riches. 
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That is the ebiſis both of it's power, and of i it's cor- 
ruption. That it is which renders the Jeſuits daring 


in their undertakings, and enables them to ſurmount 
all difficulties. That it is which encourages them to 


oppoſe even Kings, and the Roman Pontifs. 
Their ſituation has long been ſuch, that they va- 
lue not the greateſt expences. Their gold ſilences 
all Laws, conquers every thing, and triumphs over 
all. Whilſt the Jeſuits are rich, neither Popes nor 
Princes can expect to find them tractable, obedient, 
and well regulated. In this Memorial, they be- 
ſeech Clement XIII. to aſſtſt them in their preſent 

difficulties. O, if I could be at His Holineſs $ 
feet, and have leave to offer. my humble opinion, 
for the real good of the Jeſuits, Iwould ſay, with 
the greateſt ſincerity of heart, Holy Father ! render 
them poor, and they will be humble; render them poor, 


and they will be uſe ful: render them poor, and tho 
gurl! become holy, 


If the Pas a caſt an examining eye upon 
their riches, they would find immenſe treaſures ; and 
if they would ſeriouſly conſider from what mines 
they draw them, they would ſee plainly that the 


greateſt part of their wealth muſt be acquired by 
\ Ulicit means, Their Trade, and their Intrigues, 


are the moſt fruitful ſources of this ſeducing, and 
to them deſtructive opulence. To deprive them 
of their treaſures, and render their mines barren, 
would therefore be the greateſt act of real piety and 
juſtice. The Apoſtolic Chamber groans beneath 


the weight of vaſt debts, and its income decreaſes 


daily. The provinces of the Eccleſiaſtical State 
- Janguiſh1 undef the load of heavy taxes; nor docs 


even the generous munificence of Clement XIII. 
in remitting two hundred thouſand Crowns to tbe 
885 of RA, afford my ſenſible relief to that 

aflicted 


# 


Fa. 
afflicted place. The Roman Datary is ſo exhauſted, 


as not to be able to provide for the uſual mainte- 


nance of the moſt eminent Princes of the Church 
for which reaſon Promotions are retarded, and the 
Roman Prelates are forced to continue long in the 
ſame ſituation, as well as the Nuncios, who are 
more weary than any others, of the continual ex- 

pences they are forced to beat. A thouſand more 
| 3 afflict Rome, whoſe revenues are both 
leſſened and mortgaged; ſo that, to aſſiſt the Apoſ- 


tolic Chamber, and relieve the poor, there was need 
of the noble diſintereſtedneſs of a Benedi& XIV. 


who gave them part of his own income; as there 
now is of the ſingular piety of a Clement XIII. 
who appropriates to the ſame uſes the revenues of 
the Monaſtery of Rezzonicg, 2 


The great Specific for the cure of theſe and a 
thouſand other complaints under which Rome lan- 
guiſhes, is in the hands of the Jeſuits. Their 
ſhops are filled with it. Leave them only what is 
neceſſary for their religious Conveniences. Let 
them have wherewith to live decently, nay, if you 
will, ſplendidly; but take from them that vaſt ſu- 
per-abundance, which increaſes their corruption, 
and prevents their fitting themſelves for everlaſting 


bleſſings. Let care be likewiſe taken to guard them 


from the infection of new diſorders, by not only for- 
bidding, bur abſolutely hindering, by the ftrength of 
Royal Authority, all their Trade; that it may never 


be in their power to become again rich and formi- 


dable. The only way to do this, is to ſtrip them 
of their Miſſions, and confine them to Europe; 


ſince it is now too certain, that their Miſſions are 


only the pretence, but Trade the real motive that 


pon them travel to other parts of the World, 


hree great advantages would ariſe from this re- 
Er | ſolution, 
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] folution. The firſt, and principal, which I have 


Juſt been ſpeaking - of, - that the Jeſuits would no 
longer be able to wage new wars againſt the Church, 


or againſt Sovereigns, or to diſturb the Chriſtian 


World. The ſecond, that the other Catholic Miſ- 
fionaries, who have hitherto been ſo cruelly thwarted 


and perfecuted by the Jeſuits, jealous of their out- 
doing them in the Converſion of the Infidels, 


would then be at liberty to exert all their Zeal :_ 
and the third would be, a gieat increaſe of the 
number of Miſſionaries; becauſe many Religions 


of other Orders, knowing they would then Rave 
nothing to fear from the perſecutions of the Jeſuits, 


would readily offer themſelves to carry the Goſpel 
wherever che Pope, and the Congregation de pro- 


paganda, ſhould think fit to ſend them. 


If theſe Fathers were thus confined within the 
bounds of Europe, with their wings properly clipt, 
and they themſelves reduced to the condition of 


other Regulars, I am very confident that neither 


Y 


Princes, nor the Church, would be diſturbed by 


them: Nay, I will even venture to ſay, that if the 


Jeſuits were humbled, we ſhould ſoon ſee an end 


of the pernicious rage of Moliniſm and Janſeniſm. 
It is certain, that many call themſelves Janſeniſts, 
out of a ſpirit of party, without really knowing 
what Janſeniſm is; but merely out of hatred to 


the Jeſuits, who firſt kindled, and have ever fince 
continued blowing up this fire, under pretence of 


the Bull Unizenitus's not being received with what 
they call due ſubmiſſion. | 


If, notwithſtanding all this, theſe Fathers ſhould 
ſtill perſiſt in their obſtinacy, diſobedience, cor=- 
ruption, and turbulence of ſpirit, an effectual re- 
medy might yet be found, once for all to get 7 | 
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of their diſturbances. It is not a new one, but was 


| formerly thought of, and uſed, | for this very Com- 


pany. 


On the 24th. of January, 1684, a Decree was 
made by the Congregation de propaganda, in which 


& 


it was ſaid: * Inbibendum eft Patri Generali, totique 


Soctetati, ne in poſterum recipiant Novitios ad habitum 
Societatis, neque admittant ad vota, five ſimplitia, five 
folemnia, ſub pana mnllitatis, Sc. donec cum effettu 
pareant, & paruiſſe probaverint, &c. The ſame pro- 
hibition was renewed 1n the time of Innocent XIII, 
of glorious Memory, who would have had both 
the courage and the reſolution to ſee it ſtrictly ob- 
ſerved, had he not been prematurely ſnatched away 
by death; which the Jeſuits thought proper to aſ- 
cribe, among the vulgar and ignorant, to a miracle 
of St. Ignatius. —— But this, and other reme- 


dies, which it is not our province to propoſe, though 


they are excellent and ſpecifics, will not take effect, 
unleſs they are uſed in time, and ſufficiently often. 
Applicata juvant, reiterata ſanant, is an axiom in 
phyſic. | CE 5 


I will finiſh this, perhaps too long Letter, if the 
ſize of it be conſidered, but too ſhort in reſpect of 
the very many things more which I might have 
faid, and even of thoſe which occurred to me whilſt 
I was writing; and addreſs his preſent Holineſs in 
the words of the Venerable Palafox, in his ſecond 

| 7 = FS Letter 


The Father General, and the whole Society, are forbid 
to give the habit of their Order to any more Novices, or to 
admit them to either ſimple or ſolemn vows, under pain of 
nullity, &c. until they obey effectually, and prove that they 
have obeyed, &c, | nr 
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Letter to Innocent X. F. 101. Humanæ condi. 
declinare. Religio iſta ſua potentia laborat, ſua nag- 
nitudine jaltatur, ſua exiftimatione maxima; ne minimg 
omnibus aliis fit, @ tua admirabili ſapienti 5 
ritate qua polles in gubernaculis Eccigſia moderandi , 
& dirigendis, cavendum erit. : NY 


Tam, 
8 I R, os 
Your truly affectionate, | 
and moſt obedient Servant, 


* * ** * # $ 


+ ; 
= 


© It is the fate of human things, Holy Father! to decling 
- as ſoon as they are arrived at their higheſt pitch. This Order, 

which is now oppreſſed with the weight of its own power, 
and endangered through it's own greatneſs; above all in it's 
own opinion; may become the loweſt of any, if not aſſiſted 
with that admirable wiſdom and prudence with which yau ſo 
ably guide and direct the affairs of the Church, 
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Tur OPINION. 


Of the Con gregation of Cardinals aſſembled by: 
His Holineſs Pope CLEMENT XIII. to 


examine the foregoing Memorial of the 
Jeſuits. 


Tranſlated from the Copy printed by 4 at Liſbon, 


by Michael Rodrigues, Primer to His Eminence 
the CardinalPatriarch. | 


6 * coker to form a found judment concern- 
ing the affair of the Jeſuits, who live in the 

« Dominions of the King of Portugal, it is neceſ- 
% fary to elucidate the truth of the fact. They 
have been accuſed to this Holy See, touching 
“ ſeveral matters, by his moſt Faithful Majeſty. 
“ Pope Benedict XIV. admitted the Accuſation, 
e and not being able perſonally to determine the 
matter, he referred it to His Eminence the Car- 
dinal of Saldanha, than whom no one is more 
unexceptionable, or more capable, either by 
reaſon of his great Learning, or of his high 
Dignity, which. approaches the neareſt of any 
to that of the Pope, or of his abilities, to make 
< the neceſſary jnquiries, and diſtinguiſh truth from 
“ falſhood; he being a Perſon free from Intereſt or 
| Paſſion, for, or againſt, either of the Parties; 
<« extremely exact; filled with a Zeal truly Ec- 
9 and wich a moſt perfect Submiſſion to 
_< the 
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cc the Head of the Church, as may be ben by che 
5 Nuncio' s Information. | 


6 This e 9 received 5 Brief 5 
Which he was declared Viſitor of the Company 
of Jeſus, took for Secretary to the Vifitation, 


the Lord Magalhaes, one of the Prebendary- 


Þrelates of this Patriarchal Church, a man 
Character and Learning, and well verſed in the 
Crvil and Eccleſiaſtical Laws, as the ſame Lord 
Nuncio teſtifies... 


“ This Brief was juridically notified to the 
Jeſuits; and a proper Act, or atteſtation of this 


Notification was drawn 15 The Provincial and 


the Procurator of the Indies, as js believed, 
waited on the Lord Cardinal, and acknowledged 
him for Viſitor. . Some time ago, the Cardinal 
publiſhed an Edict, declaring t the Fathers of the 
Company guilty of Trading and Merchandiz- 


ing; which is clearly 3 beyond all fort of 
doubt. „ 


« The Memorial is ſet up in o hon: to this 
Edict, and is the object now to be examined. It 
contains two parts; the one tending to diſcul- 
pate; the other to ſupplicate. The ſame weight 
and credit ought to be given to the Excuſes made 
uſe of hexe, as is commonly given to ſimilar 


© Memorials of Offenders; it being well known 
how unwilling Men are to confeſs their guilt, 


eſpecially when they do not ſtand acquitte be- 
fore the Tribunal of Conſcience; and aboye all, 
when their excuſes are addreſſed to a Sovereign 
who has not begun the proceſs, and is not ac- 
Tainted with the fact. If a Criminal con- 
r by the Roman Government has re- 


F< cpurle 


5 [ 159 ] | 
&* courſe to the Pope, though the crime in queſtion © 
e was committed under his eyes, he is referred to? 
* his Judge; and there ought not to be any other 
«© method of proceeding, nor can there, without 
<« over-turning the . Courſe of Juſtice, and dif- 
« honouring the Judge, by making him paſs for 
* an ignorant or corrupt Man. The ſame may be 
<« ſaid in the preſent caſe, with regard to interfer- 
<« ing in it, before Sentence is given, or heeding' 
ce the excuſes in the Memorial under examination. 
„There is ſtill another, and a ſtronger Reaſon, 
« which is, that the Criminals themſelves are not 
<< the perſons who ſpeak in this Memorial, but their 
„ Superiors, who confeſs that they are ignorant of 
« the Fact. | 
$ To interfere now in this Viſitation (which is 
only beginning) would be doing a conſiderable 
“ injury to the Cardinal Viſitor. It would be ar- 
„ raigning the Credit and Honour of the Holy 


See, which has intruſted him with the executive 
power of it's Decrees, and that, ab/que dilatatiunt 


© qguz executionem quoquo modo impediat. If that 
<* ſhould happen, no one would be found Who 
* would undertake to execute ſuch Commiſſions. + 
The Second, or. ſupplicatory part of the 
© Memorial demands, firſt, that the innocent may 
not be puniſhed; ſecondly, that a due regard be 
e paid to the uſeful and juſt correction of the 
_ « ouilty; and thirdly, that the Credit of the whole 
© Order be conſidered: and ſaved. The two firſt 
points are provided for ipſo jure, and alſo by the 
* uprightneſs and abilities of the Judge to whom 
* this affair is committed. What may be doubted, 
* is, whether the Judge can, conſiſtently with the 
e rjgour of both the Canon and the Civil Laws, 
1 0 e which 


7 * 
1 * 


ee which he is obliged to obſerve; reſtrict his ſen- 
& tence to only an uſeful correction, without pro- 
„ ceeding againſt the Offenders fo as to ſubject 
<« them to the juſt and uſeful puniſhment they de- 
. «4 ſerve.: As to the third point, of faving the cre- 
dit of the Company, that will depend on the Re- 
4 ligious themſelves, and particularly on their Su- 
« periors, who, if they truly and ſincerely concur 
& in this Reformation, will regain the credit they 
. c have now loſt among all judicious people, as may 
4 * be obſerved in hundreds of books. But if they 
1 * abſolutely prevent it, or delay deſerving it, they 
may deceive ſome, but not the Public, and the 
Company will loſe it's Credit more than ever. 


„ With regard tg the Edict which ſuſpends the 
e Jeſuits from preaching and confeſſing; ſince they 
* ſay they do not know the motives of this ſuſpen- 
C ſion, this affair requires all that prudence which 
cc the Nuncio and the new Patriarch, are known to 
& be endowed with; and they will accordingly aſ- 
' certain by new enquiries, the truth, or likelihood 
s. of truth. And if, in the mean time, it be thought 
4 proper to gueſs at the true cauſe, it may be ſaid, 
4 that knowing evidently by the Decree of the 
1 « Cardinal Viſitor, that theſe Fathers do carry on 
* s an univerſal Trade, and that they manifeſtly re- 
1 « fuſe to pay any regard to the Divine Precepts, 
< the Doctrine of the Holy Fathers, the Canons 
i 1 of the Councils, or the Bulls of the Popes, the 
| Lord Patriarch does not think proper to truſt the 
ee Souls of the Faithful to one who, non conſule- 
« bat anime ſuæ, and to whom it may be ſaid, Me- 
* dice, cura teipſum. | 


a ſhort, the juſteſt way is, to refer this affair, 
8 vith the Remonſtrances, and the Memorial, » | 
5 4 | ” | the 
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the Cardinal Viſitor, in order neither to ſubvert 


the courſe: of Juſtice, nor to give ſubject of dil- 


content to a Prelate, who has deſerved ſo well 


ſince the firſt Decree. Beſides that there is no 
foundation for taking any otherſtep, which would 
not only be irregular, but would do no Honour 
to the Holy See. Cw, : 
« This is what Conſcience, the Fitneſs of things, 
and Juſtice, dictate to the Congregation ; not to 
ſpeak of Political reaſons which forbid embroil- 
ing this Court with that of Portugal, which, 
perhaps, would not quietly ſee a Cauſe begun in 
that Country, with the Pope's Authority and 
Conſent, and at his requeſt, removed hither. 


No notice is taken here of the Complaint made 


by the Jeſuits in the Memorial, of their not hav- 
ing been heard; becauſe the Cardinal Viſitor 
has proceeded ſo regularly, that it ſeems impoſ- 


and if they have other things to alledge, they 
muſt produce them before the perſon who is ac- 


quainted with the circumſtances of the fact. 


It is likewiſe idle in them to pretend to fear 
cc 


leſt the Cardinal Viſitor ſhould delegate perſons 
either not well intentioned, or ignorant of the 
Inſtitutions of the Regulars ; becauſe that is at- 
tempting to tie up the hands of a Judge, and ex- 
cepting againſt perſons not yet nominated or 
nown,” LN | | 
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